6A(OXRo-6B)

Monday, May 7, 1979

Company creates Corvette interiors

Shop caters to American dream machine

By MIKE SCANLON

Al Knoch's Interiors, Inc., is a temple
to the cult of the Corvette.

You know about the Corvette —
pointlessly powerful, needlessly nifty.
An atavistic anachronism from the
days when OPEC was just four capital
letters strung together.

In two words — high profile — the
closest limited production thing ever to
the masculine American image.

So why are 70 percent of Al Knoch's
employees women?

“They're more reliable,” explains

och.

Al Knoch's Interiors, Inc., could dis-
appear forever from the face of the
earth and a sigh would take care of it,
for all but a select few. Twenty-eight of

the few are.Knoch's employees, who
get paid for snipping and molding and
sewing the interiors,

And to the rest of the few it'sa relig-
ious experience. They're Corvette own-
ers. Knoch, himself, traded in a 1962
Corvette for,the Dodge truck he now
drives. '

General Motors made 4,640 Cor-
vettes in the first two years of produc-
tion. It has barely reached 50,000 only
in the last couple of model years.
That's a drop in the bucket seats for the
world’s largest automobile manufac-
turer, so GM doesn’t bother manufac-
turing replacement parts for very long
— a company spokesman says just
three years, in fact, for most of thern.

Knoch's firm does.

IT MAKES THEM all, from 1953 on.
Seats, head linings, door panels — you
ask for it, you got it. From a $300 vinyl
job to maybe $1,200 for leather. Tack
on $500 more if yon want them all
installed. Basic black is the big seller.

The company is unusval in more
ways than the sex ratio of its employ-

ees.

From a five-and-dime-sized factory
in an irdustrial park off Venoy, Al
Knoch covers the globe. Or anywhere
you find Corvettes, whichever area is
larger. Ninety percent of the factory’s
customers order by mail.

Which probably has something to do
with the scene that greets the 10 per-
cent who walk in. How many other
plants do you know where visitors are
intercepted by Betsy and Toto?. .

No fonist, no secretary — in

Al Knoch himself apparently takes a turn now and then in the back-
shop. Maybe to get away from the dogs in the front shap.

| Ads to buy, sell
something,

SOFT LEATHER cleans nicely by rinsing
in a solution of mild soap and lukewarm
water. Add one teaspoon of olive oil to
increase the softness. You'll get great
results when you use Observer & Eccentric

or rent

1YEAR WARRANTY
WESTLAND PARTS &
722-0610 SERVICE

GARAGE DOOR OPENERS

BY ALLIANCE
NEWIIMPROVED!
MODEL GS 459

318000

INSTALLED

SOLID STATE
CONTROLS

$190.00
DIGITAL
CONTROLS

ALADDIN “GEMNIE" &2

PONTIAC
335-8079

ot Con
> 31278 Nothwesiam 1150
- Farminglon Hill, M1 4301

SWECAN | BELP
You SET THES
s Gaa'l_s_

fact, no humans at all. Period, Just one
very small dog with pink ribbon tied to
its head and one very large ‘dog with
nails studding its collar. A sort of can.’
ine Starsky and Hutch, the small one
giving your ankles the once over while
the big one looks ready to take on the
rest of you, They follow you as you try
to weave your way between piles of red
Corvette seat covers littering the lob-

, by. Sudden moves seem downright sui-

cidal.

Off to one side of the lobby is
Knoch's office. It is adorned with an-
tiques — a desk Warren Gamaliel
Harding would have been proud to call
his own, a pot-bellied stove with its
chimneys hooked up to nothing.

Face facts, folks — the place is
weird.

“I GOT INTO it for greed,” Knoch,
37, explains pleasantly. “I started
doing it at home in my garage for a

friend I was In a chemistry class at
Wayne with.”

‘That was 18 years ago, but “it’s only
been since we got in the mail order
business that we got this big," said
Knoch. That happened four years ago.

About half the buyers will do their
own installing. .

“A lot of guys who buy these Cor-
vettes do it for love and they don’t nec-
essarily have the money to do it all at
once. Usually, the engine comes first
and the interior is the last Lhing;f.hey
think of,” said Knoch. s

And most of them do not live in Cali-
fornia, no matter what you might think.

“California represents the new and,
actually, this is the old. A lot of your
restoration places are in the East and
Midwest. They were always behind,
anyway,” said Knoch,

MOST BUYERS want original equip-
ment, that is, interiors made of the
same material in the same way and the
same color as was first installed on the
car.

“Diamonds and buttons and tucks,
that was in the '50s. In the 60s and '70s,
they ripped out all the rolls and pleats
and diamonds and tucks and went back
to original equipment,” said Knoch.

Original equipment can mean pica-
yune distinctions — foam pads under
the seat covers bearing the same waf-
fle pattern as the original. Some of this
is tough to get.

“All the vinyl, there’s less vinyl in it
now. The carpeting, there’s less carpet-
ing in it. We have to pay extra to have
it done the way it should be done,” said
Knoch. Materials are cut according to
original General Motors blueprints for
most model years.

NANCY CLINE,a Westland resident

who has worked on the sewing ma-
chines since August, likes her job. How-
ever, she has never been inside a Cor-
vette.

“Every seat is different from every
other seat,” she said as she stitched to-
gether the roof for a '68 'Vette. The av-
erage seat takes about two hours to
complete, but Ms. Cline said the
toughest one — a 1972 seat, which “has

Like 70 percent of the other 28 employees at Knoch's Interiors, Nancy

more parts” — may take four hours.

“I like it. It's different. It's not like
anything I've ever done before,” said
Diane Gray, emphasizing the obvious.
As she spoke, she was preparing to
shoot an injection mold for a door lin-
ing.

Joanne Knoch takes care of the com-
Ppany books, and has for four of the five
years since she married.

Cline is — obviously — a woman. What she's doing here is sewing a
convertible top for a Corvette, a car she works on every day — but she’s
never been inside one. (Photo by Art Emanuel)

LIST

for fimited time only
OPEN SUN. 10 a.m. til 10 p.m.

SALE ENDS MON., MAY 14 10 P.M.

TORONTO’S LARGEST LEATHER FACTORY

/NOW [N DETROITIN TIME TO OFFER GREAT MOTHER'S DAY SAVINGS [

LADIES LEATHER JACKETS
Genulne Leather Jacksts

Selectlon of Latest Styles
Datsited Stitching

COMPARED UP 70 $90.00 J

=\

LADIES sueoen-LEATHER
FUR TRIMMED CAR COATS

Stlaction of Styles and Cotors

Warm Plle-Lining "

COMPARED UP 10 $120.00

MEN'S LEATHER JACKETS

Lateat Styles - Datsited Stitching
Quality Workmanship

‘49%

LADIES LEATHER COATS
Full-lengih genuine Lasther Conis

In vast salection ol fashianable: tiyles and

colors to choosa from,

side

* SAVE ON MANY OTHER UNADVERTISED SPECIALS TOO NUMEROUS TO MENTION

X LOTS OF FREE AND EASY PAHKiNG

REGULAR

PRICE

“Only $99. .
Regular List Price of $266,
reduced by $167.

4-wheel drive Jeg)
got going for you:
® A snug soft top for your CJ-5 or CJ-7 with

TAYLOA AMC/JEEP, INC.

Top off Spring with a speci
when you buy your new Jeep

Now's the time to buy a rugged, fun-to-drive
P, CJ! Just look what you've

and rear glassine inserts.

® Roll up fiaps on the sides and rear, plus
zippered openings in the doors.

SEE OUR METRO DETROIT AMC DEALERS

LIsT

PRICE
NOw
ONLY

© Now listed at $99. So, get the best deal of
the year, but get going fast! This sensational
offer on vehicles ardered by May 20, 1879 or
delivered by June 10, 1979.

COON BROTHERS AMC/JEEP/RENAULT, INC.
23951 PLYMOUTH ROAD
0IT

FIESTA MOTORS AMC/JEEP, INC,

CCOMPARED UP 70 $120.00, COMPARED UP 10 $160.00
y .
MEN'S SHEEPSKIN MEN'S LEATHER COATS ED BAILEY AMCIJEEP, INC.
COATS . . 818 N. MAIN STREET
- "ull lengih and 314 lengih selecilons ROYAL OAK
‘Made from 1op qualty Warm Winter - Lined 399-2400 255-2700
impored Englsh Sheapekica Solt - Supple - Quality Lealhers .
crafied with expaci-Canedisn workmanebip,
$ 99 8143 COMMISRCE ROAD LYMOU
ol 8145 COMMER(
b ' ; UNION LAKE 4
COMPARED UP 70 $350.00 COMPARED UP T0 $250.00 3634155

1205 ANN ARBOR AQAD
PLYMOUTH

RINKE AMC/JEEP, INC.

38141 GRATIOT
MT. CLEMENS

VILLAGE AMC/JEEP, INC.

668 S. WOODWARD AVENUE
BIRMINGHAM
646-3900

y ° 12100 TELEGRAFH ROAD
' \ TAYLOR
. 948-8201
W. 8 MI. AT MEYERS W. of WOODWARD AVE.  _J =) L :
-] FROM MAY 4th to MAY 14 - o
Open Mon.-Sun, 10 &m 11l 10pm g i s GREENFIELD AW T, INC.
COPEN7 DAYS A WEEK 1| W——£ DEROR »
. Personcl check's occepted X
i with peoper identiication,

8p7-8200

GROSSE POINTE AMCIJEEP, INC.
18201 MACK AVENUE
DETROIT

885-8000

$

al soft top offer
a

HAHN MOTORS
6673 DIXIE HIGHWAY
CLARKSTON
625-2635

ANDERSON AMC/JEEP, INC.
1825 S. TELEGRAPH
BLOOMFIELD HILLS
333-3100

GREAT LAKES MOTORS AMC,
11032 WEST JEFFERSON
RIVER ROUGE

341-6688

EASTLAND AMC/JEEP, INC.
32899 VAN DYKE AVENUE
WARREN

979-8700




