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,' It’s worth $1.7 million

Walled Lake will try again for millage increase

| - The Walled Lake Board of Education
will try agair.
' The'board will ask voters to approve
a four-mill increase request for opera-
i tions in the regular school election
! June11.
Board members decided last week to
. seék the additional millage after defeat
¢ of -an identical proposal in a special
. election last Monday.

Voters rejected " the four-mill in-
! crease request by more than a two to
! one margin — 2,313 to 1,077.
¢ The Walled Lake School District in-
cludes the western portion of West
’ Bloomfield and a northwestern section
. of Farmington Hills.
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ii  ArtStart is taking

ArtStart Preschool, a creative en-
richment program, is taking registra-
tions for its fall session for 2% to 6
year olds.
Housed in Mercy Center on 11 Mile
and Middlebelt Roads, the private nur-
sery school program is designed to
, build the child’s self esteem and devel-
! opan awareness of the world through a
focus on creative arts.

Activities in art, drama, musie, sci-

The millage proposal was defeated
by wide margins in each of the eight
district precincts.

The four-mill request would boost
operating revenues for the district by
approximately $1.7 million.

School officials said those additional
revenues were needed for the district

to maintain its present level of opera- *

tions without having to cut staff or pro-
grams.

As a result of the millage defeat last
week, the board already has started
eliminating staff.

Forty-three teachers will be termi-
nated at the end of the school year.

fall registrations

ence, cooking, creative movement and
children’s literature are all geared to
the developmental process of the child.

‘The staff consists of qualified and ex-
perienced nursery school teachers with
backgrounds in art, music and drama,
and all are mothers,

Last day of school for this season’s
youngsters is May 25.

Inquiries will be taken by calling Sue
Ingram, at ArtStart, 474-7175.
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THE DECISION to take an identical
millage proposal back to the voters
June 11 was approved by a six o one
margin with Trustee Stephen Lasher
dissentin,

issenting.

Superintendent Don Sheldon recom-
mended the identical request but also
outlined four alterpatives for board
consideration:

* Accept the verdict of the voters and
cut both staff and programs to corre-
spond with available revenues.

Sheldon said he finds this alternative
impossible because of the scope of cut-
backs which would be implemented.

* Reduce the size of the millage re-
quest to two or three mills.

Sheldon said he also finds this alter-
native unacceptable because the dis-

trict needs four mills to continue i
present level of operations. i

* Levy 141 mills in county allocated
millage and utilize approximately
$500,000 in fund equity (savings).

Sheldon. said the 1.41 mills would
produce approximately $650,000 in ad-
ditional revenues which combined with
the estimated $500,000 fund equity
would yield about $1.1 million.

“We could impose these 1.41 mills on
the people without voter approval, but
the board historically has been honest
enough with the people not to levy any
millage which isn't approved by the
voters,” Trustee Barbara Scully re-
minded the board.

* Decline to levy the 1.41 county allo-
cated millage and make no further mil-

Monday, May 7, 1979
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lage requests, utilizing only the

.$500,000 fund equity.

Sheldon said that with no additional
revenues, the district would deplete the
remaining $500,000 fund equity early
in the school year.

THE PROPOSED 1879-80 budget
projects a deficit of about $48,000 and
includes no salary increases for district
employees.

All of the schoot district emplgyee
unions are scheduled to negotiate new
contracts this year.

Harry Carlson, assistant superin-
tendent for business, has projected that
the settlements could cost the district
in excess of $1.1 million in additional
‘Wages,

Trustee Leo Wessinger opposed the
fourth alternative, stating that he did
not want “to run this district into bank-
ruptey by wiping out our fund equity
account.”

Lasher inquired about changing the
nature of the millage request and set-
ting a date for a special election in
July. This would give the district more
time to explain the millage proposal to
the pecple, he said.

Wessinger and Trustee Robert Coo-
per stated there will be a significant
change in the nature of the June 11
election because voters will know what
programs and staff have been eliminat-
ed by the board in an attempt to bal-
ance the budget without the additional
four milis.
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