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An elitest system?

Amateur

Last August, I spoke

with Dr. Dernis Spran-
dell, the head of the Mich-
igan Amateur Athletic
Union (AAU) about ama-
teur sports in the United

'
A [
States, ’
And, last August, Dr.

Sprandell told me that
the U.S. amateur pro-
grams were terrible. “It's
a miracle we can com-

pete on an international
basis at all,” he said.

‘The 1980 Olympic tri-
als are now less than a
year away. So I again
asked Sprandell about the
condition of our amatuer
sports. His reply was that
while things have
changed, they may not
have done so for the bet-
ter.

‘The U.S. Olympic Com-
mittee (USOC) is in the
process of raising $26
million te be used by am-
ateur athletes. With tele-
vision events like
“QOlympathon”, which
was aired last month,
that target is within
reach.

But it's the way the
money is going to be used
that worries Sprandell.

“The plan is to spend
the money on training
centers,” said Sprandel]
who received his PhD in
athletic i

pean style of training.
‘The European system has
always been elitest, while
here it has always been
recreational.” -

SPRANDELL FIG-
URES THE elitest sys-
tem goes against our type
of society. His believes
we should plow money
into a “grass roots” de-
velopment program in-
stead of giving financial
aid just to those athletes
‘who have already proved
themselves.

By nnancmg the coach-
ing and development of
younger athletes, Spran-
dell figures that, in the
long rum, more top per-
formers will be produced.

“No money flows down
into ather programs
now,” Sprandell said.
“Youngsters should be
able to take

from Michigan State.

"They" It take the
créam of the crop to
these centers, polish
them up, and then try to
beat the heck out of the
Rusians.”

‘That is not what Spran-
dell wants to see happen
to the funds.
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the new facilities. In the
long runm, a grass roots
program will develop
more athletes,

“A lot can be accom-
plished on the beginning
levels with very little
money, just on a volun-
tary basis. I know the
AAU could have gotten
some good coaches that
way, but they just never
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asked.”

Sprandell, now also a
member of the USOC,
does not oppose the con-
struction of the Sports
Centers, one of which is
being constructed in Co-
loredo Springs and anoth-
er in Squaw Valley, Col.
He just feels the way they
will be used, and any
other funds the USOC
receives, will never help
the young athlete.

Upgrading the amateur
athletie program has
been a public concern
since the last Olympics.
Money was the first
‘obstacle; the US. re-
mains one of the only

countries in the world
that doesn’t finance its
athletes with government
funds, but rather relies on
commercial donations.

Money is still a prob-
lem, but another was to
whom would the funds be
assigned to? What body
would decide on how they
would be used?

THE GOVERNMENT
STEPPED in and passed
a federal law, making the

USOC the ruling body.
With its new responsibili-
ties, more members were
added to the USOC to
help make decisions.

And where did those
new members come
from? The AAU and the
NCAA, the two organiza-
tions that, aleng with the
USOC, had been compet-
ing for financial support
in international events.

Sound confusing? It is,
or, at least, was. Politics
still play a very big part
in American sport. Now,
the USQC is the-ruling
body governing all inter-

national competition.

‘The NCAA will have no
trouble. surviving, but
where does that leave the
AAU

“By Jan. 1, the AAU
will not be a governing
body over any sport,”
Sprandell said. “By their
own choice, the AAU may
destroy themselves.

“We just didn’t think
one board of governors
could oversee all sports
programs. Since the ‘60s,
when amateur sports re-
ally became big money,
the AAU has been getting
too big.

“Starting in January,
each sport (the AAU is of-
ficial governing body
over eight international
sports) will have its
autonomy. We will be
nm.hlng more than a ser-
vice organization, provid-
ing whatever the sports
want us to.”

Sprandell fears that
some sports, like swim-
ming, may decide to form
their own organization

St. Mary’s signs cager

St. Mary’s College has signed the big-
gest prep basketball player in the state
— Mike Nelson who stands 7-feet-1%.

Although not outstanding in high

school at Wyandotte Mt.
Mary’s head basketball

Domke, feels Nelson could be the sleep-
er of the year and has the potential to
be an outstanding college basketball

player.

“Mike is a well-coordinated, highly
intelligent young man who is nowhere
near his potential,” Domke said. “He
can be as good as he wants to be — it's
only a matter of applying himself and
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being given direction.”
Nelson is one of nine children. He
gives much of the credit for his im-

in the past year to Matt

Hart, who runs a basketball scouting

“Mr. Hart bas given me much direc- |
tion, advice and enconragemcnt, and
I'm thankful for his help,” Nelson said.

Hart claims Nelson is the tallest high
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school player ever in the state .

After finishing its first year under
Domke at 20-16, St. Mary’s has vastly
upgraded its schedule for the coming
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and drop the AAU all
together. But that \is a

chance the AAU board
has décided to, \take.

None of this, may mat-
ter. The USOC will praba-
bly step in and\do about
the same things the AAU
was doing. And the same

people may be in control
No one can really tell.

sports face problem

“Politics aren’t going
to go away,” Sprandell
said. “Anything that
makes good common
sense probably won't get
done. Human relation
problems hurt it.

“People just can't get
together and resnlve
things.”

Aln'!lt the truth.
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