SRR —

Down to earth

ompost serves
several purposes

1f you'are beginning'a vegetable gar-
den for the first time this year, you

might like to follow Bruce Miner's idea -

(New York Times).

Mow the grass area and spread a 3

inch layer of compost on the mowed
surface. Last fall’s half rotted leaves
will be good.
‘This icing of compost will smother the
grass and cause it to decompose to en-
rich the soil. If you lack compost to
cover the short cut grass you can use
black plastic or roofing paper.

Mrs. Thomas Kuzma, an area gar-
dener, has this suggestion to share.

“‘You know how hard it is to get grass

to grow under some trees.
In the fall,  pile the leaves at the base
of the problem trees instead of carry-
ing them away. Over the winter the
leaves deteriorate.

In the spring, I spread them out in a
pattern and plant a ground cover such
as pachysandra among the half com-
posted leaves. This leaf mix helps to
keep the new plants ®noist untii the
roots establish (the mix of old leaves is

be using fertilizer as a
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New gallery displays art

{ Cohen

eve-
ry two weeks or in very small amounts
every time you water the plants. The
lighter weight mix will mean that you
can plan on growing larger perennials,
shrubs and trees. .

Some of us have lake property where
the following technique can be carried
out to enrich a compost pile. When the
weather gets warm, wade in the water
near the shore and with a steel rake
remove the sundry weed growth in the

* "water. This can be stored in an incon-

spicuous pile, decomposed and used to
enrich your garden afterebeing put
through the leaf grinder. If you lack
this garden supplement, it will just
take longer to be usable at a later date.

IN YOUR VEGETABLE garden you
will want to make an early start with
lettuce which grows best on cool days.
This comment carries over to the fall
season when you might start a second
Iettuce crop the last week in August. If
you want to push your luck on a quick
start, combine your seed with a mix of
damp peat moss and sand, 50-50. Store

Whether or not you are
fond of visiting art gal-
leries; there is one I rec-
ommend for the “places
to go and things to see”
list.

The Biber Gallery,
22919 Woddward, Fern-
dale, opened early this
spring.-Owned and oper-
ated by a young couple,
Dan and Irene Biber,
much of the art work dis-
played was created by
Biber himself.

I went to the gallery to

Barkers celebrate:50th anniversary

Mr. and Mrs. Denver Barker of
Farmington Hills celebrated 50 years
of marriage in Plymouth Grange Hall

April 22.

spend a few minutes
which resulted in my de-
voting an afternoon in
awe of what I found
there,

Biber grew up and
went to school in Detroit.
He graduated with a BFA
from the Center for Cre-
ative Studies in 1975,
which included a summer
at the San Francisco Art
Institute. He has since de-
voted himself to sculp-
ture and table-making.
He does much of his large

scale work at a studio on
a farm near Ionia and
works on portrait busts
and other smaller works
in the new gallery.

He will invite you to
watch as he works, thus
creating a more direct
relationship with the art
he may be doing for you.

Mrs. Biber, a mother-
to-be, received her BA
from the University of
Michigan in 1972 and lat-
er, her M.A. in history of
art. She is knowledgeable

and will give you a
“mini” art education in
less than an hour.

They opened the gal-
lery so Biber could be in
contact with the public
and showcase his work,,
plus show work of Michi-

into 2 large bowl, a tall
vase, and a set of cups.
He also has works such as
goblets and treasure box-
es in the show.

Sandy Friebert Noble,
who attended Wayne
State University and In-

gan artists the couple feel stitute of Chicago, has
warrent wider exposure.  several landscape paint-

They will feature dif- ings in acrylic on display.
ferent artists each month. These possess a mystic,

The gallery is open from
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Tuesday
through Saturday.

The current show fea-
tures Brian Video, Bir-
mingham painter known
for his outdoor rurals.
On display are three of
his oils — “Day Clouds,”
“Night Clouds,” and —
one I couldn't walk away
from — “Robert.” There

lush form delicately bal-
anced by accents of crisp
color.

Biber displays remark-
able versatility. His ta-
bles are made of cross-
sections of wood, often
combined into a mosaic
pattern for the tops. Each
is one-of-a-kind.

played are a pine bronze

Tables currently dis-.

enjoying a love affair
with art. Art museums °

are attracting record

numbers. People are col- -

lecting art in every form
as never before.

Timely suggestions for
collectors who wish to
make art the focal point
of their home. Let art
provide the color. Paint
walls in soft, neutral col-
ors, such as cream, linen
beige, pale gray or putty.

Happy
Mother’s

left there to enrich the location).”

A word of warning might be appro-
priate. You have to be careful how
much you raise the elevation at-the
base of trees due to the need of mois-
ture and air to reach the existing tree
roots.

If you are an apartment dweller with
a balcony where you have to be aware
of weight on the" flooring you will wel-
come using % perlite and % peat moss
for the growing of your plants. It will
be lighter than soil. As these ingred-
ients do not have nourishment you will

in the refrigerator for five days. The
seed will begin to sprout. Plant the pro-
cessed seed and water for the first
week with ice water. Buttercrunch va-
riety is easy to secure in a seed packet
and very popular,

When you plant lettuce seed the
“new technique” is to place it in groups
of three or four with space around the
plants rather than rows. It is more the
idea of a community of maturing let-
tuce. -

Recycling one ton of newspapers
means you have saved 22 trees.

Serkin demonstrates
masterful sensitivity

Present for the occasion were their
children, relatives, and friends, includ-
ing best man and matron of honor,
John and Ida Oldenburg of Plymouth.

Married on April 20, 1929, the Bark-
ers have lived in the area most of their
lives. Barker was born in Ohio. They
have eight children. Ruth Richard of
Livonia, Ann Burk, of Plymouth, Rich-
ard Barker, Robert Barker, Duane
Barker, and, Betty Barker, all from
Farmington Hills. Rose Scott of Detroit
and Norma Pilch of Granite City, Il
They also have 11 grand children and

eight great-grandchildren. MR. AND MRS. DENVER BARKER

Surprise for Kempton

A group of amazed automobile Sales, at 32715 Grand River, but found
shoppers found themselves in the midst that the car was already his, purchased
of a surprise party for Ray Kempton as a birthday gift by his wife Paula.

is also a self-portrait in
pastel on sandpaper.
Terrance Nagle, a Pon-
tiac based painter, is
showing a series of small
circle studies in acrylic
on paper. One, “Atmos-
pheric Fantasy,” a large
horizontal canvas com-
bines oil with tapestry
stitching and weaver’s -
knots using yarns of. dif-
ferent colors, weights,
and textures. To me, it
was vibrant, alive and
startlingly beautiful.

coffee table, a black wal-
nut pedestal table, an oak
step table, and pine and
brass end tables that
would suit many pur-
poses. The brass accents
are a bonus, and quite
eclectic. All tables can be
custom ordered to any
preference.

Sculptures range in
size and shape. The life-
sized male “Dancer” cast
in exoxy resin is intended ke every day
for a large public space. Just a litte brighter,
It may be duplicated in -
bronze for outdoors. No-

PETER F. JOHNSON tice a piece, the “Cellist”

is a ceramicist from the a sculpture cast in JM{dK‘QS -;JQ(L(’QM]
Northuille Plaza Mall
42273 W. 7 Mile Rd.

348.9.

Abenutiful pendant

for a spectal ludy.
c's your

K gotd

Muskegon area. He bronze. Best known for
makes annual appearanc-  his portrait busts, Biber
es at the Ann Arbor Art  has several on display.
Fair. A notable piece on

this week.

Everyone in the auto showroom at

CURRENTLY, AMER-

By GRETCHEN McHUGH

Rudolf Serkin is one of the fine old
masters of the piano, like Claudio Ar-
rau and Viadimir Horowitz, still firing
the hearts of grateful audiences with

-powerful peformances though well into

hisseventies.
Serkin’s own style is energetic, inci-
sive, crystal clear and always super-
sensitive to his partnering orchestra.
Antal Dorati and the Detroit Sym-
phony, just back from their New York
concert performance of Strauss’ ob-
scure “The Egyptian Helen"” (which eli-
cited a 20-minute standing ovation and
mixed reviews)

In the tender second movement,
where the bullying orchestra gradually
surrenders to the sweet insistance of an
inspired, quiet piano, both Serkin and
Dorati honored the momentousness of
this “conversion” with the wisdom of
musical maturity, with the vulnerabili-
ty that interpreting the most profound
Beethoven always requires.

In this concerto, the piano has the
open measures. Serkin, vulnerable,
smudged the scale. But then, Horowitz,
in his return to Carnegie Hall after a
12-year silence, played the opening
notes of the Bach-Busoni C Major Or-
gan Toccata in the cracks. We are re-
minded of a ecritic’s remark about

Fourth Piano Concerto last week with
Serkin.

The performance was by no means
perfect. But with perfectionism being a
potential enemy to greatness anyhow,
there were) more important things
going on. Serkin played with heart,

style, and breathtaking beauty. His spe- ~

cial insights were occasional unexpect-
ed rhubates; clearly pronounced, sing-
ing contours; trills that literally melted
somehow into a single tone; and pianis-

* simo of the inverted rondo theme that,

tiny as it was, etched itself clearly

‘above the orchestra. ¢

slips, “But
WHAT mistakes!” .

Recovery was triumphant.

Serkin's concept of the work was
human, grand, fiery. He can get more
tonal gradations — more different
types of sound from the piano — than
the best of the younger pianists. But,
his technical skill is always subordinat-
ed to his idea of where the music is
going.

Which is what I meant to say about
perfection. Perfectina in such a per- .
formance is irrelevant.

The crowd gave him a standing ova-
tion.

d

The gift of
her own
refléction

33491 Seven Mile at Farmington Rd.

\

A framed mirror,

_ something different
¥ for Mother’s Day!
For variety, style and
quality, shop “the
ultimate in mirrors

# and glass.”

Professional
advice and Ideas!
Call:

aT6-841 ir

On Mother's _r.bc_zy

Tell her you love her with exquisite
jewelry from.Krementz. Delicately
fashioned in enduring 14 Kt. Gold

~

Kempton thought he was going to be
looking at a new car in Erhard Motors

day celebration.

DINNER
AT

RED TIMBERS

. Grand River—wast of Haggerty

NOVI 478-154

(Resorvations Accopted)

the time was invited to join in his birth-
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From our selection of fine guality ﬁaﬂb\/&Qi -
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. Fashion Centers
PINELAKEMALL  KINGSWOOD CENTER
e ANl Orchard Lake Road Woodwardat
. . aloLgné Fins_h}oad Squarm%oa({
. 10-6 Mon-Thurs. eatre
[V pwELRY LS, e
’ N 10-7 Sat., 12-5 Sun.
| n E NELODYPLAZA  CHATHAM SQUARE
. Dequindreat  SHOPPING CENTER
14% Mils Road Middlebelt and
Est. 1946-33 Years' Experience — gy o ;;,,’Tﬂ% Aoad
In the Farmington-Northville-South L 10- baily
Wixor BloaraTold Hils Arca- 345-1040 g m 10-TSaL. 12-58un.

Fashion Centers

SPECIAL!
20% OFF ANY MEN'S, WOMEN'S

OR CHILDREN'S

B

o

display is a punch bow!
set, functional as well as
decorative. It separates

ICANS of every income
and educational level are

Chatham Village
37665 W. 5 Mile Rd.
464-0333

cglpz'ing 23 (

Tennis
Golf
Back Packing
Gardening
anda

casual
cut

Prescription

$70.60 VALUE

FREE

with eye exam and purchase
of first pair at the regular price

the frame up

335 N. Center St.
Northyille
Call the Scissor Wizerd 348-1606
" offer covers single Division of
s ‘Hat,r - vison plasictenses Northille Vision Clinic
anctuar 2nd older. 348-1330

Eye Classes

4717-5231

33637 GRAND RIVER
FARMINGTON

ZREDKEN'

Observer & Eccentric

REMOVE stains from hesiery by rubbing
butter on the stains with a cloth until
stains disappear, then lwunder. Try an

the unwanted, unused items in your
garage, basement, closet or attic disappear.

Classified Ad to make

14 k1, Goid

Biock Letter Charm

52800

14 kt. Gold

Script Letter Charm
§ 16v

See Qur Selection of
Gold Chains

Mom Is No. 1

show her with
abeautiful 14 kt. yeliow

and you can

gold chain

AT QUR TWO FINE LOCATIONS

To Be Excluswwiy: Yours

Farmington Town Centar
37105 Grand River Avenee

Farmington, Michigan 48624
Phone: 4783131

diamond boutique

Custurn Made Jevetry Exquisitely Ovsognedt . 3

Great.Oaks Mall
1260 Wation Soulevard
Rochester. Michigan 48063
Phone. 6516251




