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Thursday, May 10, 1979

Methodlst
~ Children’s

Society
honors
Amos
Gregory

Amos Gregory, a secretary who be-
came a trustee and then an executive
secretary, has been honored by the
Methodist Children’s Home Society for
50 years of “loving service to children.”

Accepting his award during the soci-
ety’s 62nd annual meeting, the Bir-
mingham resident credited his boss,
Sebastian S. Kresge, as his inspiration,

‘The Detroit businessman and philan-
thropist, Gregory said, has the welfare
of the society’s Cluldrens Village ever
on his mind.

“He cared so deeply. . .that since his

death I have felt T wanted to stay on as-

trustee and help keep an I on things to
make sure the village continues to be
as Mr. Kresge would have liked it,”
Gregory added.

Gregory came to Detroit in 1923 and
returned to Weatherly, Pa., three years
later to marry Naomi Jacobson. He
moved with her in 1936 to the Birming-

ham home where they still live. They _

are active members of the First Meth-
odist Church of Birmingham.

GREGORY BECAME involved in
the establishment of the children’s
home in 1924 when Kresge established
a foundation and named him secretary
to the treasurer.

Amos Gregory shows his wife, Naoml. the glft presented to him
when he was honored for 50 years’ service to the Methodist Children’s

Home Society.

By the time Kresge and Frances
Knight, first executive director of the
village, had planned and brought to re-
ality the English Tudor village on 28
wooded acres in Redford Township,
Gregory was already a member of its
board of directors,

When receiving his award, he re-
called the impressive dedication ser-
vice officiated by Method Bishop Theo-
dor Henderson in 1928,

Over the years, Gregory worked with
Kresge as the village underwent expan-
sions and added services for resident

dren.

When Kresge, in his later years, be-
gan dividing most of his time between
Florida and a mountain retreat in
Pennslyvania, he made it a practice to
check first with Gregory on the prog-
ress of the village whenever he came to
Detroit.

 GREGORY ALSO has seen the insti-
tution undergo great changes in its
mode of service to childrne.

Begun as a haven for homeless and
needy children, the Village has evolved
to serve as a residential treatment cen-
ter for boys and girls aged 3-12 who
have been severely disturbed emotion-
ally.

Bringing in those of every race,
creed or color who are victims of abuse
or negect, the village has come toset a
high standard for child welfare agen-
cies throughout the country.

It also continues to offer traditional
services like single parent counseling,
foster home care and adoptive place-
ment.

How does this longtime servant of
programs for children view the great
changes?

“Well, it was a happier situation,
really, and relatively simple in the '30s
and '40s,” he said. “We had children liv-
ing together as families of seven or
eight with two houseparents.”

Today’s disturbed residents take
more skilled care, he added, and there
are more government regulations and
greater competition for the charity dol-
lar.

But, he believes, as the changes have
come, the Methodist Children's Home
Society continues t make a very signifi-
cant impact in the area of child wel-
fare.

Although retired from the Kresge Co.
and the foundation, Amos Gregory will
continue to keep watch over Children’s
Village for Sebastian Kresge.

Over the past few gen-
erations, American
churches have avoided
dealing with conflict and
the issues of war .and
peace. Often we have
failed to deal effectively
with conflict in our own
local organization,

‘The issues of the Viet-
nam War found ithe
churches unprepared to
struggle with difficult
and painful questions, At
times the churches took
the easy way out by lis-
tening to those who said,
“Only the experts know
enough to make these
decisions.”

Now it is becoming
more acceptable for
churches and religious
persons to work at con-
flict and the waging of
peace.

Perhaps this is because
we have begun to train
ourselves in conflict
resolutions. Maybe it's
because for the first time
in memory we have a
president whose religious
convictions are believ-
able. Or possible we val-
ue more the deeper con-
victions of people. !

JESUS TALKED
about the peacemakers
being the children of
God. The prophet Isaizh
spoke of the time when
men would beat their
swords into

Yet the

Can churches finally
be the peacemakers?

weapons
competition and distrust
at the conference table
rather than in battle is
very great.

It is also siguificant
that there is motion in
the direction of limita-
tions and controls of
arms,

WHAT ARE SOME of
the values of approving
Salt II? Four reasons
come to mind,

First, this agreement
sets the stage for defin-
ing and maintaining the
competition of nuclear
arms at a lower level
than it would be without
the agreement. Second,
the Soviet Union and the
United States will be in a
negotlating and checking
stance that is more pre-
dictable.

Third, this is one step
ina step-by-step process.
The will to wage peace

By
- REV. DAVID
STRONG

will not be served by re-
fusing a step because it is
not an ideal step or it in-
volves some risk. And
finally, without this step
we would fear more for
the security of the world
and of this country.
There is great evidence
that refusing this step
will decrease security
against a world war.

IT IS EASY still for
the religious person or
church to pray for peace

yet avoid the difficult
struggle with the issues.

But Jesus said blessed
are the peacemakers not
the peace wishers. [saiah
used the image of pound-
ing the steel of war, with
heat and hammer into in-
struments of peace.

1 am encouraged by
the degree to which the
issues of conflict resolu-
tion and peace making
are increasingly being
seen as issues for relig-
ious concern and action.

|Fatima speaker

The Rev. Messias Coelho of Por-
tugal will speak on the Fatima

churches have in large
part ignored these teach-
ings.

We have an opportuni-
ty to become involved in
the largest issue that
faces the nation and the
religious institutions
today. This is the issue of
arms limitations. The
Salt I Treaty is the form
in which this issue cur-
rently faces our nation.

The actual results of
Salt IT may not be much
in terms of limiting
arms, but the signifi-
cance of

and its meaning for fo-
day in the Detroit metropolitan
area from May 15-27.

He will appear at 7 p.m. May 15,
16, 17, (basic seminar) and 20, 21
and 22 (advanced seminar) in Duns
Scotus College, Nine Mile and
Evergreen, Southfield. At 10:30
a.m. May 22 and 23, he will present
a basic seminar for children in
Holy Innacents Academy, 23715
Ann  Arbor Trail, Dearborn
Heights.
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