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Chemical

culture
backfires

Recent headlines proclaimed that
John Wayne’s cancer has spread. The
Duke, who was always a man to be
reckoned with in his films, is being
felled by one of the most common dis-
eases of our time. And there isn’t much
anyone can do for him. I remember
when polio was the big disease. Wall
posters hung in schools depicting cute
young girls and boys wearing leg
braces and seated in wheelchairs. I re-
member a girl in grade school who was
stricken. She wore thick steel braces
around her thin legs and was confined
to a wheelchair. It-was before the days
of wheelchair ramps and special facili-
ties for the handicapped. Getting
around was a real chore for her. So
noné of us minded much when we stood
in long lines to take our polio vaccina-
tions. It was preventive medicine.
Today's frightful disease is cancer—of-
ten misunderstood, but always looming
in a variety of forms. Unfortunately,
there are no cancer vaccinations, only
an ever growing list of cancer-causing
substances, many that we routinely use
until government warnings proclaim
their danger. Saccharin, red dye in
foods, and cyclamates were followed
by asbestos fibers, reserpine and.
methapyrilene. The list keeps growing,
A couple of weeks ago, reports warned
consumers that most models of popular
hand-held hairdryers contain asbestos
fibers that could cause cancer. The
National Cancer Institute reports that
reserpine, an anti-hypertension agent
used to fight high blood pressure and
also as a key ingredient in an anti-dan-
druff shampoo (first hairdryers, now
shampoo) has been found to cause can-
cer in rats and mice. -

MEANWHILE, AN environraental-
ist group is lobbying for an immediate
ban of methapyrilene, an antihistamine
used in such products as Nytol, Exced-
tin P.M,, and Allerest Time Release
Capsules. The drug has been fourd to
cause liver tumors in laboratory rats.
The environmentalists have asked the
Food and Drug Administration (FDA)
to stop the sale of all over the counter
drugs containing methapyrilene and
also wants manufacturers to recall
products already on the shelf. Why
does the FDA allow dangerous chemi-
cals to be doled out to unsuspecting
consumers without prior testing?

“Because two million new chemicals
have been added to the market since
‘World War Two, It would be impossible
to keep up with them all. Things have
gotten out of hand. We have not kept up
with technology,” offered Janice Rol-
nick, who teaches a food awareness
course at Oakland Community College.
Mrs. Rolnick, also a school board trus-
tee in Farmington, lectures on nutri-
tion and related topics.

by John Bozzo
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Love blossoms among the deadlines

Cupid drew back his bow string
recently.

An arrow flew through the air.
It landed her in the Observer office.

Arlene VanDerleun, our Westland
reporter, and Doug Funke, our sports
editor, are engaged to be married.

Doug had a lot of class in the way he
popped the question. He waited and
waited until he and Arlene were alone
at the duck pond in Greenfield Village.

During the previous week he had
been bringing flowers to Arlene's desk
every day,

(My own personal theory is that
Doug, being a practical man, decided it
was cheaper to buy a ring once rather
;han put flowers on Arlene’s desk every

ay.)

However, Doug had waited so long
that Arlene was wondering' when,he
was going to propose — or if indeed he
was planning to propose at all.

Ah, those sports editors are crafty
fellows, He waited until they were in
full view of the ducks before winging
his way onto the path leading to the
state of Holy Deadlock (er, excuse me,
Holy Wedlock).

ARLENE WAS just as crafty at work
the next day. She didn’t tell anyone
about the engagement. She just wore
her ring nonchalantly.

While on a break, someone finally
noticed the ring.

Squeals of glee emanated from every
woman in the office, probably some
men too, for the next hour.
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P.S. Pardon Our Dust While We Renovate

Douglas, the future bridegroom,
sported a red face while shaking hands
offering congratulations all day.

Sitting in my corner of the news
room I heard the squeals of laughter.
However, I did not get up to investi-
gate.

A few moments later, while in the
line of duty, Arlene walked near my
desk to check our sched-
ule.

“I'm hurt you haven't congratulated
me," she said. Then she told me of the ~pyjis close May 15 on this latest sub-
engagement. . { ject, but never fear. The copy desk has

Well, congrat. . .,” I started t0.5ay, I another election planned — this one
but I caught myself, remembering the - ;1| decide what Arlene and Doug will
old superstition. Arlene was thinking ;ame their dog.
along the same lines. Al this is in fun. They are taking it

You know you're not supposed 10 tpat way But, what I'm wondering is if
say congratulations to the woman,” AT~ Arlene will let Doug go on his annual
lene said. “That's bad luck. You're sup- gaj1 golfing vacation in South Carolina.
posed to say ‘Best wishes. . He's getting away with a trip to Las

‘Best wishes,” I said, before takinga  yegas with some buddies over Memori.
look at her engagement ring. al Day, but, of course he's not hitched
yet.

Suggestions ranged from Mr. and
Mrs. Doug Funke to Mr. and Mrs, Fug
Dunke, to Mr. and Mrs. Doug VanDer-
leun. The winner, by the way, the Fug
Dunkes. .

After posting those results, another
wag, copy editor Tom Panzenhagen,
started another contest — to decide
where the couple should go on a honey-
moon. ions included: Lakeland,
Fla., Detroit, Niagara Falls and Joe
Falls.

THEN I WALKED across the news
room and offered congratulations to
Doug. He shook my hand and then
asked for an extra week off.

“You'll have to work twice as hard
now,” Isaid.

Doug and Arlene have taken a lot of
good-natured kidding.

Qur most inventive jokester has been
copy editor Philip Sherman. Immedi-
ately after hearing of the engagement,
Philip sent out a poll to determine if
Arlene should change her name, if
Doug should change his name, if they
should hyphenate the names, or choose
a new name altogether.

ALL THIS romance has made
matchmakers of peaple in our office —
especially executive editor Tom Rior-
dan.

Rumours are making the rounds
about future Observer & Eccentric-
spawned marriages.
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Tom keeps making suggestions to ~another arrow this way. :
m In any event, best wishes Doug and:

e, .
Who knows, maybe Cupid will sling  Arlene.
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Don'’t let this one get away.

We call it our Seafarer Special and
N\ you can catch it any time from
1lam till closing for just $4.29.

. Haddock. .. delicious deep
fried haddock...and crisp,
# tender fried shrimp plus

100 Units per store scallops and tartar sauce;
You'll get it all
when you order our Seafarer Special. s

But that's not all you'll get. Take your.
choice of soup or salad, throw in a boat
load of French fries or a baked potato,
plus a roll and buter and you've got
it all: the best tasting, best priced 5
seafood dinner this side of the
Atlantic Ocean,

So come and getit! You'rein
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