10A(OXSFRo-7B) Monday, May 21,1979

Drain commissioner says

¢ HOMEBUILDER'S

" ByTOMLONERGAN

The Qakland County Board of Com-
missioners wants to know how much
Drain Commissioner George Kuhn has
spent on a lawsuit challenging the
county executive.

Kuhn's answer: Nothing.

“F wish they'd find out what (County
Executive Daniel) Murphy spent,”
Kuhn said Friday in a telephone inter-
view.

Kuhn was joined in challenging the
constitutionality of the county execu-
tive post by several politicos who have
been at odds with Murphy — members
of the road commission, Commissioner
Henry Hoot, R-Bloomfield Township,
apd Prosecutor L. Brooks Patterson.
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”'THE BOARD of commissioners last
Thursday took two actions related to
recent questioning of Kuhn's practices.

i\
GEORGE W. KUHN
Shenanigans or substance?

One was to ask Kuhn and the county
road commission for an accounting of
their lawsuit challenging Murphy’s
powers. The other was to request all
county departments to report on any
additional ,compensation . any county
employee is getting that was not au-
thorized by the board or provided by
law.

The additional salary question came
after recent inquiries of Kuhn’s pay-
ment of $3,000 to his chief deputy, Rob-
ert Fredericks of Troy. The paymeat
allegedly came from the Southeastern
©Oakland County Sewage Disposal Sys-
tem fund.

Kuhn, a Republican elected as drain
commissioner in 1972 and 1976, main-

tains the questions aimed at his prac-.

tices are “political shenanigans,” initi-
ated by fellow Republican Murphy,

““bécause hb wants to run the whole
government.”

Last year, Kuhn, Pattersos, the road
commission and Hoot went to court
challenging the county executive's
powers — particularly his veto power.

- Circnit Court Judge Robert Templin
recently ruled in the county executive's

favor on all counts, and the case is
being appealed.

Patterson subsequently dropped out
of the case. The board of road commis-
sloners last week also voted to drop the
case. R
But the board of commissioners
wants to know who paid the legal costs.

KUHNSAID he hasn't spent any de-
partment money or any of his personal
money on the suit.

Commissioners voted 19-4, with Hoot .

to ask the road

No county funds used in suit’

Kuhn’s annual salary is $35,000, he
said, and Fredericks' is $31,000.

In a statement released several days
ago, Kuhn said state Jaw allows him to
authorize the supplemental payments
and that Oakland County Civil Counsel
Robert Allen has said the payments are
proper.

Kuhn maintains he has saved the
county more than- $1 million through
his administering of the southeastern
sewage disposal system since 1973.

There has not been a full-time ad-

Kuhn and County Executive Murphy
for an accounting of their law suit
spending. Adding Murphy to the action
was proposed from the floor by Com-
missioner James Doyon, D-Madison
Heights.

{Murphy’s office told this newspaper
Friday that Murphy spent between
$11,000 and $12,000, all of which had
been approved by the board of commis-
sioners.) |

Commissioner Alexander Perinoff,
D-Southfield, called the lawsuit spend-
ing request a “disgrace.” He said the
board could have received the informa-
tion through a “Dear George” letter.
‘The board was creating “an air of pub-
lic distrust,” Perinoff said.

But board Vicé Chairwoman Lillian
Moffitt, R-Bloomfield, said she has
received only partial information from
Kutin and the road commission.

“The information was not readily
available,” Mrs. Moffitt said, adding it
only became available once the board
considered asking for it.

Commissioner Robert Gorsline, R-
Milford, said no one was accusing Kuhn
of acting improperly.

“We simply would like to know,” he
said regarding the lawsuit spending.

pTHE ROAD commission two weeks
ago sent the board an accounting of its
spending, according to spokesman
Dennis Pajot. “From our understand-
ing of what they want, I think (that
report) would be sufficient.” |

The road commission spent $22,815
on the suit “from non-tax sources,” Pa-
jot said.

The road commission voted 2-1 to
withdraw from the suit, with Vice
Chairman John Gnau dissenting. Gnau
said the matter was too important to
be shoved aside because of “our local
politics.”

IN ANOTHER Kuhn-related action,

the board of commissioners voted 19-2
to request all elected and appointed of-
ficials to tell the personnel committee
within 30 days about any county com-
pensation they or their employees are
recelving in addition to that authorized
by the board.
' Chief Deputy Drain Commissioner
Robert Fredericks has been receiving
an extra $250 a month and Kuhn $100 2
‘month, which Kuhn says is for adminis-
tering the southeastern county sewage
disposal system. Kuhn said the extra
compensation for the drain commis~
sioner has been policy since 1948.

..Document storm loss for taxes

- "Taxpayers %ho suffered business or

roperty losses from last month's ice
storm may beieligible to deduct some
or all of their losses on their federal
income tax return next year.

Losses to business property are gen-
erally deductible in full, according to
the Internal Revenue Service. Personal

property loss deductions, however, are

limited to the amount of loss exceeding -

$100 for each occurrence, the IRS said.
To claim a casualty loss, a taxpayer
must be able to substantiate the loss,
compile a list of those items damaged
or destroyed and determine their value
immediately before and after the loss.
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of the sewage disposal sys-
tem since 1975, he said. At that time,
Fredericks was paid $150 a month as
co-administrator, which was increased
$100 in 1978.The on-site administrator,
who died in 1975, had been paid
$20,000.

Kuhn added that in 1973 and 1974,
Fredericks received no supplemental
income for sewage disposal system
duties. Kuhn said he eliminated $500 a
month in extra compensation in 1973

“which had been paid Fredericks’ sue-

cessor,
He's been unfairly aceused of im-
proper conduct, said Kuhn, 2 former
state senator.
“The' challenge appears to be more
inspired by petty politics than actual
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Let Capp Homes' professionals show
you how to save real money by finish-
ing your home yourself, We've helped
over 60,000 famliies get more home
for the money, working from their
plans or ours. Now it’s your chance to
learn the tricks of the .,

We're giving away our trade secrets.

slide presentation showing, step-by-
step, what goes into bullding a Capp
Home. Examine the construction mate-
rials, study our informative booklets.
And get all your questions answered
on deslign, construction, finishing and
financing. There's no cost
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“Home Builders Clinic”
Wednesday May 23, 1979 @ 7:00 p.m.
. Holiday Inn
I-75 & 9 Mile, Hazel Park, Michigan

Your Capp Representative is: Pat Dailey @ (313) 399-5566
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29 Dramatic Displays—500 Trendsetter Colors

SALE ENDS JUNE 6th

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC FOR DDDAYS ONLY!
SUN., MON., TUES., WED. — MAY 20, 21, 22, 23

SHOWROOM NORMALLY OPEN THRU THE TRADE ONLY! .

Save 10% to 50% Off!

- [FLOOR SAMPLES REDUCED! MARK-_DOWNS!

. SUPER SPECIAL! DDD BASEMENT CLOSE-OUTS!

QUT THEY GO! NOTHING HELD BACKI DINING RO A
OCCASIONAL PIECES, ETC.! GATHERED FROM ELL FI?(?’OHSS?FAS‘

FURNITURE GREATELY REDUCED!

; , DESKS, : 1 '
\ND MUCH E IN OUf . BEAI UL FURNITURE ™ } A
STYLES FROM LOUIS XV TO CHROME AND SS. YTHING = = |
AND EVERYTHING YOU NEED FOR YOUR HOME AT REAL CLEAR-

" SAVE 15% 10 30%
DURING OUR EXTRAVAGANZA
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20% OFF OUR DESIGN STUDIO SELECTIONS!
. GUSTOM \g/:{nuow AND WALL TREATMENTS, WOOD SHADES,

Selection

28 distinctive stylings in 500 colors. That's
salection. Not just a few restricted items.
Every major carpet style in ev-
ery color made in each group. Come in and™
look us over during our extravaganza. © -

Professional Helps

We will offer professional helps in quality
style, performance, and decorating for your
We take great pride, in our
earned reputation. Ask your neighbor.

Savings on the latest carpet faghion; not old
distress merchandise. That is the very rea-
80N we are so excited about this safe,
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OUR DESIGN EXPERTS
CAN ASSIST YOU IN |
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L DOWNTOWN ... ON THE TROLLEY LINE
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