Feikens appoinis Young to run facility

Reprinted with permission from Midwest
Environment, newsletter of the regional office
of the U.S. Environmental Protection Adminis-
tration.

By W.W.REID

For decades, the Detroit sewage treatment plant

has been struggling — and failing — to adequately
process the Detroit area’s wastewater.
. The U.S, Environmental Protection Agency has
called the plant the worst polluter of Lake Erie,
and one of the worst water polluters in the nation.
In May 1977, the plant was cited for repeated viola-
tions of its operating permit.

Since September 1978, the plant has been opera-
ting in violation of legal pollution limits. Federal
and state authorities have charged, that the city's

. water and sewerage department has allowed the

plant to discharge some contaminants at levels
four times greater than the law allows.

In'1977, $400 million in federal aid was reserved
for Michigan, with the understanding that much of
the aid would be used to upgrade facilities and ex-
pand the plant. But new equipmerit designed to im-
prove the treatment process was poorly maintained
and has broken'down, according to a motion filed in
October 1978 by state and federal attorneys.

TO MAKE matters worse, the plant has been
seriously understaffed. As many as 100 vacancies
have existed on the operational staff, many of them

. highly skilled technical posts essential to the proper

operation of the facility.

State officials charged that it is impossible for
the city to hire the necessary technicians because
of residency requirements restricting recruiting for
the jobs to Detroit city residents. The requirement
was subsequently dropped.

But government officials have continued to ar-
gue that the plant should be placed under the man-

-agement of outside agencies in receivership. They
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maintained that the repeated failure of the city to
run the facility properly proved that the operation
should be managed by someone other than the city.

Federal Judge John Feikens has resisted those
arguments. He appointed an independent monitor
to fully evaluate and report on the plant’s prob-
lems, - .

That report, presented to the court in December,
1978 was highly critical of the facility’s staff and
management. Pressure mounted on the court to
take control of the plant away from the city.

ON MARCH 21, Feikens made his decision: He
appointed Detroit Mayor Coleman Young as his
special administrator for establishing the proper
operation of the plant. Young will have complete
control over the facility. |

According to the decision handed down by Feik-

ens, Young will report only to the judge. The mayor
need not account for his actions to state or federal

agencies, nor to the Detroit Board of Water Com- -

missioners, the Civil Service Commission, or the
suburban governments served by the plant.

In addition, Young may bypass the Detroit Com-
mon Council when, in his opinion, action by the
council might delay or impede plant operations.

However, Young said he plans to fully inform
council members of all his decisions and would not
ignore their advice. ]

The mayor’s appointment is for one year. The
court can relieve him of his sewage management
duties, or Young can ask to be relieved, at any time.

Feikens has given Young specific authority to
manage the finances of the plant, including bill
payment and coliection, contract negotiations and
borrowing money. The mayor will also have juris-
diction over hiring and firing of plant personnel.

'

JUDGE FEIKENS was emphatic in defending
his decision not to turn the Detroit plant over to
state or federal agents.

“Whenever a federal court is involved in the af-
fairs of local government and a remedy is sought
which may interfere with traditional notions of sep-

-aration of powers, great care must be taken to
reach a balance that does not summarily deny to
local government the full exercise of its authority
over its affairs,” Feikens said.

The judge said he was concerned that putting the
Detroit facility in the control of an outside authori-
ty would prevent the city from participating in an
operation crucial to its own existence,

Although Feikerss acknowledged the problems of
the past, he said, “The present sitvation does not
require that the city and its mayor be separated
from this vital function.”

Feikens went on to praise Young's “Herculean

- effort” to revitalize Detroit through downtown res-

toration and expansion of city services and cultural
opportunities. He cited the mayor for his “remark-
able competence in turning this city around.” Re-
ferring to the sewer situation, he said, “I am firmly
of the opinion that he can do likewise here.”
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~ Judge says ‘No’ to ,st‘ate-r-un sewage plant

The mayor need
not account for his
actions fo state or
federal agencies. He
will report only to
the judge.
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new 1979 patlerns, fabric & style
EXPERT INSTALLATION

352-2371

call for appointment

FREE ESTIMATES

You'll get about 20
more miles from every fank
of gas if you slow down
from 70 to 55 mph on the
highway. For a free booklet
with more‘easy ways to
save energy and money,
write “Energy,” Box 62,
Oak Ridge, TN 37830.

ENERGY,
We can’t afford
to waste it.

U.S. Department of Energy

Suit Yourself

With-A 15%- Savings!

" ¥o help celebrate Memorlal Day, we will
discounting our complete inventory of suits
- and sport coats 15%. Don't miss this
-+ oppartunlty to savel
ONE DAY ONLY!
Saturday, May 26 -
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i «f VALTER HERZ INTERIORS ING

29425 NORTHWESTERN HIGHWAY e SOUTHF

Do we scare you?

The fact that you can buy an Indonesian
dance mask at Walter Herz Interiors and pay
$180'scares some people off. So do our $720
chairs and $2,400 ammoires.

If only they knew we have many fine
pieces of furniture for considerably less. And
that we apply the same high standards of
craftsmanship'to a $150 table as we do to one
that costs $1,150. ’ .

Oh well, maybe one day the word will
getout.

Applegate Square ® Southfield, Michigan

7

g




