Japanese student
is getting her share

of ‘Americanese’

By PATRICIA EaCROIX

If you think that being American and
getting through college courses is
tough, you ought to try being Japanese

and getting through American college

courses,

That is exactly what Junko Mase, 22,
is doing. She is one of three Japanese
students participating in a student ex-
change program sponsofed through
Oakland University.

Through the program, three Ameri-
can students attend college for one
year in Japan and three Japanese stu-
dents attend college at Oakland Uni-
versity for one year.

Miss Mase, a soft spoken but aggres-
sive womnan, came to the U.S. last Aug-
ust. She will complete classes at OU
this spring, spend some time traveling
in the U.S. and then return to Japan in
July. .

She is studying American History
and political science at OU while aim-
ing for her teaching certificate. Once
she returns to Japan, she will have to
take three more classes, she said, be-
fore she earns her degree.

BUT ALL THAT is still in the future,
and there's a lot Miss Mase has to do
before then.

And there are a lot of American

traditions and customs to get used to.

“Speaking English is much more dif-
ficult than Japanese,” she told the first.
grade students of Sally Scholtz at
Woodward Elementary School on Fri-
day.

In English, she explained, the letter
“a" can have many different pronunci-

atlons: one for the word “cat,” anather
for the word “Amerlcan.” This results
in confusldn, she said. But in Japanese,
each sound Is unique to itself, she sald.
But the English language is “more
scientific" than Japanese, she said.
Then there is the little matter of gro-
cery shopplng.
- In Japan, people go to the groce
store about once a day and only carry a
grocery bag. Since more people include
fresh fish.in their diet, the daily shop-
ping trip is a necessity, she explained.
But in the U.S, she said, people go to
the store less often, requiring the use of
metal earts,

There is also the matter of life in the
dorm. ‘In Japan, she said, she com-
mutes to the University of Japan, But
here, she lives in one of the Qakland
University dormitories,

Part of the transition to life in Amer-
ica is made easler through her “host
family,” Russell and Lea Hammel of
Rochester. Weekend visits and sight-
seeing are part of their responsibilities,
she said.

She has already visited the Renais-
sance Center in downtown Detroit. Be-
fore she leaves for Japan, shie said that
she will be visiting New York City,
Boston and San Francisco.

Another thing that has to be done be-
fore leaving the U.S. is picking out a
truly genuine American gift for her
parents In Japan.

Picking out-a gift for her brothers
(both of them younger than her, one in
college and one ‘in high school) was
much easier: they wanted American
rock 'n’ roll record albums,

Stratford actress rises fast

Victorla Snow, a young
Ancaster-born  Canadian
actress who turned pro-
fessional only last sum-
mer, has been chose to
replace the leading lady
of the Stratford (Ont)
Festival production of
the musical “Happy New
Year."

Initially engaged to
play a small role in the
production, Miss Snow
was chosen to understudy

Ty the major role of Linda

by director Burt She-
velove when Virlginia
Sandifur, the leading
lady, became ill with
pneumonia after only a
week's rehearsal,

Doctors said Miss An.
difur would be unable to
rehearse for at least two
weeks, which led to a
search in both Canada
and the United States for
an actress/singer to un-
derstudy the production’s
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crucial role.

Shevelove, a connois-
seur of theatrical talent
with wide experience in
musical theater, decided
that the young Capadian
actress should have a
chance.

“l THINK she's an
enormously  glfted girl
and will, I am sure, be a
great success one day.
She's just lovely for the
part,” Shevelone said.

Thursday, May 24, 1979

Miss Snow performed
the role of Linda — oppo-
site Edward Evanko and
Leigh - at re-
hearsals during the weeks
that followed and im-
pressed others in the
‘company with her profes-
sionalism and skill.

When Miss Sandifur's
illness forced her to with-
draw from the produc-
tion, Miss Snow was lift-
ed — literally from the

chorus — into the star
spot of the show.

She was first spotted
by the festival when ar-
tistic director Robin Phil-
lips saw her performing
in “Gabriel” at Hamilton }
Place in 1974. This past

fall, Phillips saw her
again when she was ap-

pearing as a singer/
dancer in the chorus of 3
‘Theater London's produe-
tion of “Kiss Me Kate."
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OU team asks for help

‘Your knowledge of historical data or
your collection of historical artifacts is
exactly what a team of researchers at
Oakland University is after.

Richard Stamps, an OU anthropolo-
gist, John Cameron, chairman of the
OU Departemnt of Art and Art History,
and Richard Zurel, an archeaology re-
search associate at OU, have been
awarded;a grant through the federal
government to document all the histor-
ical sites within Oakland County. -

Because the project is so massive —
it is part of a national effort to docu-
ment historical sites and buildings —
the team is asking for assistance from
the people who the land the best: the
people who live there.

Q

tériors Salg -

are being
through the OU Laboratory of Archae-
ology. The forms ask for people to help
them pinpoint possible historical mate-
rials or sites,

Indlan materials and materials from
the colonlal days are sought. The team
1s also asking for written materials, in-
cluding floor plans of old buildings,
maps of the area and photographs.

FINALLY, THE team i3, asking peo-
ple who fill out the questionnaire if
they know any other people who may
know more to help with the study.

The appeal for help was made local-
ly at last week's Oakland Township
Historical Soclety’s annual meeting.
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Farmer John's
Greenhouse

Visit our 40,000 Sq. Ft. newly
remodeled greenhouse & Save!
We supply
over 200 slofes
OPEN SEVEN DAYS 9 AM - 7:30PM
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PLANTS
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fo tropical plants
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