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3 legislators say:

- Jury out on atom

By CRAIG PIECHURA

Three local state legislators, who
helped establish a legislative commit-
tee to investigate the safety of existing
and proposed nuclear power plants in
Michigan, say the jury is still out on
the issue of nuclear energy's benefits
versus its potential health risk.

-In light of last month’s radiation leak
at Three Mile Island, none of the three
local lawmakers — State Reps. Joseph
Forbes and Wilbur “Sandy” Brotherton
and State Sen. Doug Ross — are willing
to go on record as opponents of nuclear
power.

The three legislators say that utility
companies need to have their cages
rattled, but aren’t ready to close down
the reactors.

Forbes, an Oak Park Democrat from
the 67th District, said that like many of
his constituents in Southfield, Lathrup
Village and Oak Park, he never wor-
ried about the risks of nuclear energy
until Three Mile Island.

“Right now I object to it strenously,”
Forbes said. “Just this morning Jack -
Anderson had a column in the paper
that said the need for (radioactive) nu-
clear waste is so great that Carter or-
dered some of the stuff to be shipped in
to help build hydrogen bombs. They use
the waste again; somehow, they recycle
it. That's a problem here in Michigan
because Carter is leaning toward bring-
ing in nuclear waste. The stuff lasts
250,000 years and here he’s shipping it
in. Just unbelievable.”

Rep. Forbes said he's convinced the
nuclear committee headed by Rep.
Mark Clodfelter, a Flint Democrat, is
not a knee-jerk, issue-oriented bureau-
eratic committee.

“The committee will come up for re-
view in six months time or, under the
Sunset Law, they’re out of business,”
Forbes said.

WHILE SOME legislators favor a
nuclear energy moratorium, Forbes
said, “I feel that it is best to wait until
the committee has completed its stud-
ies and reported back to the legisla-
ture.”

DOUG ROSS

Farmington Republican Brotherton,
who has long supported nuclear energy
as an alternative to oil and coa), says
the nuclear power industry should be
able to withstand microscopic scrutiny
but warns against “overreaction” to
nuclear reactors,

Likewise, freshman State Sen. Ross,
Democrat from Oak Park and an ap-
pointee to the 10-member joint house-
senate committee, says “the issue is so
important all debate must be done
without great emotion and pre-judg-
ment.

“There are two groups I strongly disa-
gree with in this area,” Ross said. “The
pro-nuke proponents and their general
position that the citizenry is perfectly
safe and what's all the fuss about. And
then there’s the group that has its mind
made up that nuclear power will never
be feasible.”

Sen. Ross said, “I don't know all the
answers to questions such as whether
the safety factor is an acceptable cost
to get.the benefits of nuclear energy.
Reactors are hardly foolproof, but
how big are the risks?

“Because we can’t answer certain
critical questions I say we should slow
down a little bit. We are making deci-

Mayor jumps gun
on announcing
school purchase

Confusion surrounds last week’s an-
nouncement by Farmington Hills May-
or Earl Opperthauser that senior citi-
zen housing could be built on the Bond
School site.

Farmington School Board President
Helen Prutow says she was surprised

‘when learning the city council’s plans
for the property located at Thirteen
Mile, west of Orchard Lake. N

Last week the Michigar State Hous-
ing Development Authority (MSHDA)
approved a 120 unit senior citizen-low
income housing project to be built on
the comner of Freédom and Drake

Roads.

- At that time Opperthauser said that
.discussions between the city and school
_administrators were under way for the

purchase of the Bond School property.

The property would, said Opper-
-thauser, provide 150 additional units
“for senior citizen housing.

"It the Bond site is selected, council

would limit the height of the building to

be comparable to that of the old school
_building that now exists there,” said
* Opperthauser. <

- ‘The vacated school structure is 43

“feet high. .

“When and if we get a proposal, we
will discuss it,” said Mrs. Prutow earli-
er this week. “I don't know what they
are willing to pay for it or how much
land they want.”

The school is located on a 10-acre

site.

The first the school board heard
about the council’s plan was on May 18,
according to Mrs. Prutow, when Opper-
thauser called district finance director
William Prisk. ) .

Opperthauser told Prisk that the
council would be discussing purchase
of Bond School at the following
Monday’s council session. That meeting

“never took place.
’F Mn.Pm%owsald!heboardlsinthe
* process of deciding what to do with the *
vacant school property. None of those
“discussions revolved around senlor citi-
“zen housing. .
- “But senior citizen housing on that
spot looks good to me,” she added.
W. . The board has directed its legal
. Siunsel to study sale of the property

donated to the district by the Bond
family.

The district is investigating whether
the donation included a reversion
clause which said the property would
revert to the family if it wasn't used
for educational purposes. Presently, a
title search is being made. -

“We've talked to them unofficiaily,”
said Councilman Joe Alkateeb, con-
cerning negotiations over the sale of
the Bond property.

But Councilwoman Jody Soronen
said, “T don't think they've had a sit-
down meeting yet.”

Councilwoman Cathy Jones echoed
the same reply.

“We didn't mean to upset the school
board,” said Councilwoman Joanne
Smith. “If it was done without the ni-
ceties of protocol, that’s unfortunate,
But that's not really the issue.

“MSHDA okayed a certain number
of senior housing units, but not the total
number we wanted. “

‘The Freedom Road site will be split
evenly with 60 units for low income
family housing and 60 units for senior
citizens.

Farmingtan,

ic power

sions that could take us ona course far
down in history.

“Nuclear power is nothing to rush off
and invest vast sums of money in for
something that (may not) make sense
economically.

“We must look before we leap. Go
slow and look hard at all the facts.”

Michigan has four nuclear power
plants — Big Rock Point I; Cook I & IT;
and Palisades. One of the four — Big
Rock Point, operated by Consumers
Power near Charlevoix, has been shut
down for repairs.

Three more plants are under con-
struction — Enrico Fermi If at LaGu-
na Beach by Detroit Edison; and Mid-
land I and IT by Consumers Power. The
Midland plants were designed by Bab-
cock and Wilcox, who designed the
Three Mile Island facility.

Two nuclear power plants in the
planning stage for an area 16 miles
west of Port Huron — Greenwood IT
and Il were also designed by the Three
Mile Island design firm for Detroit Edi-
son.

If federal agencies regulate nuclear
power facilities, what can the state leg-
islative committee hope to accom-
plish? )

“We have police powers under the
state constition,” Sen. Ross answers.
“The state legislature has control over

issuance of bonds to finance these .

plants. Secondly, the rate determining
what do we allow utilities to charge
customers and taxpayers comes under
the Public Service Commission. And
they must meet our environmental
standards. We have control over siting,
control over where they put them in.
‘We can regulate the transportation and
disposal or radioactive wastes in our
state.”

Brotherton, whose 64th congression-
al district includes Southfield, Farm-
ington Hills, Lathrup Village and the
city of Farmington, said he supported
the investigative committee even
though he is “one member of the legis-
lature who has for some time opposed
efforts to try to set nuclear power back
and discontinue its use.”

Brotherton said he hopes to see nu-
clear power “withstand the test” of
public and legislative scrutiny but adds
that “the time has come for accounta-
bility.”

“I supported the resolution because I
felt it was evident to me that the things
that happened at Three Mile Island and
further happenings in the last month in
Michigan caused a lot of peoples’ confi-
dence to be shaken. I know mine was.”

“. .. Isay give the committee the
authority to do its damndest to embar-
rass the supporters of nuclear power. If
{government or business) deserve to be
embarrassed, let them. Too many peo-
ple are taking their responsibility so
lightly. Maybe it’s time to shake them
up good.

Volunteers
honored

Farmington area residents will be
among 600 volunteers honored at the
29th Volunteer Appreciation Day at
Children’s Hospital of Michigan on
June 3.

Awards will be given to those who
have compiled the most hours of ser-

vice. The volunteers include John -

Styles, of Farmington Hills; Lila Ells-
worth, Elizabeth Ingram, Martha
Ingram, Irma Kellogg, Edgar Shonyo
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Vietnam veterans are still haunted by their days in uniform as the state moves to dedicate a week in

their honor.

Viet vets remain bitter
despite state plaudits

By MARY GNIEWEK

Some state senators called it “abso-
lute fluff, an inexcusable waste of
money.”

But the state legislature still man-
aged to allocate $35,000 to promote
Michigan Vietnam Veterans Awareness
Week (May 28-June 3) to allow persons
to express their gratitude to the sol-
diers who served in Vietnam.

For some Farmington vets, the rec-
ognition is too little too late. Hurt,
misunderstood and bitter are the words
they use to describe their feelings.

“Where were they 10 years ago?”

asked Farmington Police Lt. John San-
tomauro about the program.
Santemauro is one of 200,000 combat

veterans who should receive a six-page

pamphlet providing information on
veterans programs and a bumper stick-
er proclaiming “T'm a Vietnam veter-
an" in red and yellow print (the official
colors of the Republic of Vietnam).
He’s still bitter about the cold recep-
tion veterans encountered at home —
even at a Veterans Hospital where he
says he was treated cooly when inquir-
ing about benefits for a battle injury. -
“When World War II ended, there
was a national movement to adequate-
ly compensate returning veterans. But
with. Vietnam, the government was
torn between guilt to compensate vet-

and Virginia Shonyo from
The volunteers, with their families
and friends, will be escorted by physi-
cians through specialty areas of the
hospital, visiting Intensive Care, Neo-
natal Service, Laboratory, Cardiology,
Surgery and Rehabilitation Services.

FURNITURE SOLD
WITH ONE AD

“Such a beautitul responsal” That's what
Darlena Quintan told us aher she sald her

bedroom furniture. It took only one
ad in the clessified section of her home-
fown nowspaper to turn her extra furniture

into exira money. We'll do tho same for
you because our ads are read by more
peaple avery week. Call us today o place
your ad.

' 644-1070

erans and a to deal with the
war. The two became intermingled.”

YEARS AGO, Santomauro
(now 30) was a tall, lanky Marine staff
sergeant serving in the First Batallion,
‘Third Marine Division, special landing
force in Vietnam. .

He remembers coming home to a na-
tion “that carried on like nothing hap-
pened. The returning vet was pushed
aside, No one wanted to deal with how
he felt.” -

World War veterans came home to
the Andrews Sisters singing “Boogie
‘Woogie Bugle Boy of Company C.” San-
tomaure came home the year County
Joe and the Fish were singing about the
futility of Vietnam at Woodstock, and
the nation was marching to the strains
of “Give peace a chance.”

“It's not so much the glory or the
tickertape parades you're after. You're
after understanding,” he said. “We're
not all mad dog killers. I think veterans
have done well in a society that didn't
want them back.

“People were very unaffected and I
was so affected,” he continued. “It was
very traumatic. I don't Know how peo-
ple could be so detached when 50,000 or
60,000 young men were killed.”

Two small Marine Corp emblems

LT. JOHN SANTOMAURO

* It's not so much the glory
or the ticker tape parades
you're after. You're after
understanding. We're not all
mad dag killers. 1 think veter-
ans have done well in a soci-
ety that didn’t want them
back.’

— Farmington Police Lt. John
_ Santomauro

| ing, degrading way. It was very unreal-

served 13-month tours of duty in Viet-
nam as enlisted men. Both feel some-
what betrayed. Both resent amnesty
and the prevailing American attitude
about the war.

“As veterans, we share very intense
feelings,” Santomauro explained. “You
go over there 18 and come back 40.
There are things you experience that
you can never duplicate later in life.

“Everything has a shallow feeling
about it. It's hard to feel intense about
anything. There’s a saying: ‘Life has a
flavor the sheltered shall never know."
Ireally believe that.”

Santomauro and Matusiak scoff at
recently produced Vietnam films. The
only one of a half dozen both saw was
“The Boys in Company C" ~ about the
Marines, They vowed to see no others.

“It treated the veteran in a humiliat-

istic,” Santomauro said. “And I've nev-
er seen a Marine with hair as long as
Jon Voight’s in ‘Coming Home.””

ADDED MATUSIAK: “I thought the
movie stunk. It portrayed the Army as
motorcycle gang dope addicts. That's
wrong. I never saw anyone doing dope
there. But that's all movies want to
portray — dope and games."”

Both have their own opinions about
how the war was fought. Both blame
political, not military leaders, for the
blunders.

“I think the war took a lot of patriot- .
ism out of us,” Santomauro said. “It's
very hard to be patriotic when you're
bitter.”

Would they do it again?

“There's always an

are displayed in Santomaure's office —
on his desk and coffee mug. He says
that someday (“Maybe when I'm 45)
he'll take his medals and ribbons out of
aseabag and display them.

Mike Matusiak, 32, who owns Farm-
ington Hardware, is more flamboyant
about his Marine Corp past. “First to
fight, second to nome — the US.
Marines” is posted in bold letters in a
window that faces Grand River and
Farmington Rd.

Like Santomauro, coming home was
a sobering experience for Matusiak.

“WHENI1GOT off the plane in Cali-
fornia, I wanted to get back on and go
back (to Vietnam),” he said. “We did
the job we were supposed to do. But I
don’t think anyone cared.”

In 1965, Matusiak was a 19-year-old
“‘grunt” in a combined action field unit
ordered to guard forces north of
DaNang.
Both Matusiak and Santomauro

undertone that we did something
‘wrong. But veterans are coming out of
the closet. We don't have anything to be
ashamed of, dammit. I'm very proud of
the fact that I served and proud I
served with the Marines.

“Would I do it again? I don't know.
When I came back, I resented those
who didn’t go, telling me about the hor-
vors of war. I guess I've developed an
attitude between ‘I care’ and ‘I don't
care.’ I really don't know where I'm at

Matusiak: “It's really funny, but I'd
probably do it all over again. I'd never
change the experience I had for any-
thing else in the world. My biggest
complaint was the way the war was
fought. If we're going to help a country,
let’s doit right.

“No veteran wants something Jor
nothing. We just want respect. We did
our job. I don't know if anyone will
ever be able to tell the truth about the
war.” R
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