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"NOW leaders muster forces fo

By ARLENE VANDERLEUN

Last year some 100,000 women in
flowing white dresses marched with
their male supporters in Washington, to
show support for the proposed Equal
Rights Amendment.

In the next few weeks, some of these
supporters will be mustering several
ERA “action teams.” These will carry
a message to senior citizens, students
and “mid-life women” who face eco-
nomic hardship in the event of divorce
or widowhood.

Their message will tell these women
loud and clear: “You need the Equal

; Rights Amendment.”

While 35 states (including Michigan)

hive already ratified the amendment,

: three more are needed before it be-

comes part of the U.S. Constitution.
Congress earlier this year extended
+ the original March 1979 deadline to
' June 1982. The amendment would take
effect two years after ratification.

"“WE ARE GOING to bring the mes-

. sage to increasing numbers of people,”
, said Eleanor Smeal, national president
i of the National Organization for Wom-
- e (NOW), which spearheaded the drive
[ tdextend the ratification deadline.
i ‘We are not going to go away until
i women’ have equal rights under the

Iaw. Polls show that not many people

know what (ERA) is about.

,.Mrs.. Smeal envisions a time in the
, future when homemakers will have un-

employment benefits, health insurance
. and. Social Security benefits in their

Own names — a time when laws will be
" applied equally between sexes,

~-Mrs. Smeal is a petite, brown-eyed,
. 39-year-old homemaker from Pitts-
! burgh. She sees her metallurgist hus-
. band and two children between lobby-

ing trips and speaking engagements
" around the country.

[N .
i '..She spoke with the Observer and Ec-
i centric Newspapers during a recent
| area meeting to map strategy. Among
| tliose attending the meeting were per-
| Sons from NOW chapters in western
Wayne County and Oakland County.
--They talked about how supporters of
ERA can speak their mind to persons
YLunratified states. Mrs. Smeal urged
: BRA supporters to write letters, make
! phone calls and donate money. She also

Many “don't understand what the ERA is

about,” says Eleanor Smeal,

“We .want to

reach mainstream women."

suggested that they refrain from trav-
eling in unratified states,

NORTHWEST WAYNE  County
NOW, which draws members from
Livonta, Westland, Canton Township
and Plymouth, still hasn’t completed
its plans. But Noreen Dinnebiel, presi-
dent of that chapter, did cali on women
in administrative and middle manage-
ment jobs to “pay their dues” to the
women's movement.

“Without the women’s movement,
they would be locked into menial jobs,”
said Ms, Dinnebiel.

Midwest Wayne County qow, which
has members from Wayne'and West-
land, will continue to focus attention on
fund-raising events and educational
programs on the ERA, said chapter
president Jody Kaufman, of Dearborn,

In Oakland County,NOW has an out-
reach program that will culminate in a
four-hour workshop June 16 in the Bir-

mingham Continuum Center for Educa-
tion on Purdy in Birmingham.
Workshops will focus on the ERA, his-
tory of the women’s movement, eco-
nomic concerns for women and
childbearing.

Speakers will be Helen Milliken, wife
of the governor, and state Rep. Ruth
MacNamee. Both are strong supporters
of the ERA.

“We want to reach mainstream
women,” said Beth Erskine, of Bir-
mingham.

Indiana in 1977 was the last state to
ratify. States such as Illinois and Flori-
da have recently defeated it. Mrs.
Smeal says many people simply“don’t
understand what the ERA is about.”

IN MRS. SMEAL'S view, what the
ERA is “about” is getting language in
the constitution to fight laws which dis-
criminate on the basis of sex.

She said she considers the ERA
“simplistic” in language. The simple,
24-word declaration states that,
“Equality of rights under the law shall
not be denied or abridged by the United
States or by any state on account of
sex.” .

“We want to put women into the con-
stitution so discrimination can be
changed,” she said.

Legal experts say the ERA would
help end discrimination against women
in public employment, where some jobs
have been off-limits for women, It also
would strike down thousands of feder-
al, state and local laws which treat
men andwomen differently.

Mrs. Smeal cited a study released
this year by the U.S. Commmission on
Civil Rights. That study found 800 fed-
eral discriminatory laws,

Female students are denied equal ac-
cess to education because “there are
few athletic scholarships (for women),”
said Mrs. Smeal. .

“This is not an academic subject,”
added Mrs. Smeal. “This has a finan-

cial effect on every family.”

Under financial considerations, Mrs.
Smeal said that NOW is working on a
plan to testify before Congress in favor
of a “Homemaker's Bill of Rights,”
which would guarantee American
homemakers access to education, un-
employment and social security bene-
fits and credit. This bill of rights, she
said, would help the 14 million di-
vorced and widowed women in “mid-
life” who may be forced by economic
necessity to take jobs after years of
being out of the workforce.

LAURA CALLOW of Livonia, co-
chairman of ERAmerica and a mem-
ber of Northwest Wayne Count NOW,
said her organizations viewed the pro-
posal “as giving recognition for non-
monetary contributions of the home-
maker.”
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One who has given hundreds of
speeches in favor of the ERA, Mrs. Cal-
low added that a 1975 study requested
by the Michigan Commissioner of In-
surance revealed 44 discriminatory
practices used by insurance companies.”

For example, women found it more
difficult and more costly to buy disabil-
ity insurance, she said.

“They (insurance companies) thought
women were malingerers (pretend to
be sick to aveid work),”. said Mrs.
Callow.

r Equal Rights

“We're still trying to reach new
groups,” added Mrs, Callow. “We feel
equality is 2 matter of time.”

People “don’t have time not to be
involved,” said Ms. Smeal. :
“There are no magic solutions or but-
tons to push. N

*“How do you communicate with
people?” asked Ms. Smeal. “It's very
difficult and very expensive. We hope
more people make time.”

Career planning
offered to nurses

A program called Career Awareness
for Nurses will offer creative career
planning to nurses who want to break
away from traditional nursing jobs.

The one-session workshop will be
held from 9:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. Wednes-
day, June 6, at Oakland Center Build-
ing on the Oakland University campus.
1t is sponsored by the Continuum Cen-
ter for Adult Counseling and Leader-
ship Training.

“The right kind of career planning
can help nurses to adapt old nursing
skills to a new job market,” said Syd-
ney Reiter of Southfield, who trained as
a nurse before joining the Continuum
Center staff as a trainer and counselor.

“Nurses are basically trained for
hospital work, but there are many
ways to use their training both in and
out of the nursing profession.”

Ms. Reiter will led the program
along with Career Counselor Jane
Goodman of Detroit, who administers a
Career Development program at the
center urider a grant from the Michi-
gan Department of Education.

CAREER AWARENESS for nurses
is based on an award-winning program

called Alternative Career Options for
‘Teachers, which has helped more than
2,000 teachers to re-evaluate their job
skills during the past two years.

The nurses program will be
highlighted by speakers from a variety
of career-related areas. Keynote
speaker Maxine Loomis, of Ann Arbor,
a professor at the University of Michi-
gan School of Nursing, will give an
overview of the options available to
nurses interested in changing jobs.

She will also discuss attitudes and
skills which nurses need to develop in
relation to themselves and their work,
including self-assertion and professjon-
al self-respect.

Peggy Saylor of Franklin, assistant
professor of nursing at Wayne State
University's college of nursing, will ex-
plore the educational opportunities
open to those who must add new skills
before changing jobs.

Those interested in Career Aware-
ness for Nursing should contact the
Continuum Center at Oakland Univer-
sity in Rochester or call 377-3033. Ad-
vance registration is required. The fee
is $25, including lunch, '
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