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Jazz fans watch
favorites on film

(Continued from page 1D)

and a bunch of other kids would get
four to eight free passes each week. I
saw every show.that came along —
Douglas Fairbanks, Chaplin, the Max
Sennett comedies. I became a nut for
all films.,

“I KEPT GOING to films and by
1928 or '29 when sound came to the
theater, it wasn't long before they had
musical shorts and then jazz was incor-
porated into films.

“I didn't call it jazz back then. I
called it hot dance music. It was well in
to the 1930s before I started to use the
word jazz. I made it a point never to
miss a film if I knew that jazz or hot
dance music was going to be in it.”

‘The John Baker story then jumps to
1943. During World War II, he was sta-
tioned in New York City for three
years. He was made officer in charge
of screening the training and news
films for a 5,000-man Air Force facili-
ty.

yAs was his habit, er his addiction,
when he found films with jazz in them,
he found ways to acquire them. When
he and his wife then moved back to Co-
lumbus after the war, the films were
stored away and virtually forgotten
while he went about being an attorney
and they reared several children.

" “One day several years later, I had 8
br 10 jazz collectors at my house and 1
happened to remember some of these
»ld films and brought them and showed
them on a small projector we had for
[hie kids. They were excited by the
films and wanted to come back again
and again to see them. I then realized

t [ had something that was even

Biore interesting than my records.”
7. The four hours of footage from the
nearly 350 hours in his collection which
he brought to Detroit was constantly
Ipteresting with enough music, tap
flancing, humor and nostalgia to satisfy
the most diverse musical and jazz
fastes.

- AMONG THE BLUES singers pre-
sented on Friday. night was Jimmy
Rushing, the original Count Basie Band
vocalist. Rushing appeared in duet with
the relatively unknown singer Ada

Moore. In three song sequences from a ,

rare rehearsal kinescope from a long-
forgotten TV special, Rushing simply
overpowered the weaker, or more self-
effacing, female singer.

- Rushing was not timid in stealing the

vocal spotlight. Baker recalled after
the show that he bought this film sight
unseen with a group ‘of other kine-
scopes that came initially from a TV
studio that went bankrupt.

Baker paid at the time — several
-years g0 — $475 for a series of films
labeled “black blues vocalists.” He con-
siders it a real find and says he would
pay twice as much today for just the
Rushing films which are one-of-a-kind.

Bessie Smith, Big Joe Turner, Dinah
Washington and Billie Holiday (backed
by a 1950 Count Basie sextet) were -
among the other blues performers who.
were seen in films Friday night. §

_The Saturday night show was called
“Evolution of Jazz,” and while not at
all evolutionary in approach to jazz, it
did present some outstanding lesser-
known hot dance bands. Most of the
bands captured in the films shown did
not receive the popular acclaim of
some other well known jazz bands,

THESE CLIPS and Vitaphone shorts
indicate that despite unsophisticated
arrangements the bands of Elmer
Snowden, Noble Sissle and Chris Co-
lumbus were big-league swing units.

What’s on the Weekend

IN THE SUBURBS

* ST. DUNSTAN'S GUILD OF .CRANBROOK — “Carousel,”
Rodgers and Hammerstein musical, Friday-Sunday, June 1-3, and
Thursday-Saturday, June 7-8, at 9 p.m. at outdoor Greek Theater
in ield Hills. Ticket i at 644-0527.

+ BOTSFORD INN DINNER THEATER — “The Owl and the
Pussycat,” Nancy Gurwir Production, every Sunday with dinner at
6 pm,; show at 7:30, in Farmington Hills. Reservations at 474-
4800.

. N'EW ORLEANS JAZZ CONCERT — Every Thursday 8 p.m. to
midnight arl;\i 9 pm. fo 1 am. Saturday at the Sussex House in
-3377 for i i

 COMEDY CASTLE — Mike Binder, young comic from Bir-
mingharr, in two shows at 8:30 and 11 p.m. through Saturday, June
2 iz Olde World Cafe in West Bloomfield. Phone 851-3252 for reser-
vations.

IN DETROIT

« FISHER THEATER — Musical “Grease” through Sunday,
June 3, in the New Cénter area. Phone 872-1000.

* ETHNIC FESTIVAL — Irish Festival in Hart Plaza downtown, .
Friday-Sunday, June 1-3.

« THURSDAY JAZZ AT THE ART INSTITUTE — George Ben-
son (saxophonist) Quartet at 7:30 and 9:30 p.m. Thursday, May 31,
at Detroit Institute of Arts in Cultural Center area. Phone 832-
2730.

= ATTIC THEATER - Michigan premiere of the British drama
“Ashes,” at 8 p.m. Thursday-Sunday, through June 9 in Greektown.
Phone 963-7789.

* DETROIT FILM THEATER II — “Lin Tse-Hsu (The Opium
War)" (China-1960-Chen Chun-Li) at 7 and 9:30 p.m. Friday, June 1.
“Thieves Like Us” (U.S.A.~1973-Robert Altman) at 7 and 9:30 p.m,
Saturday, June 2; and “The Making of Othello” (U.S.A.-1978-Orson
Welles) at 7:30 p.m. Sunday, June 3, at Detroit Institute of Arts
Auditorium. Ticket office, 832-2730,

TV’s Vic Caputo stars
in play ‘Any Wednesday’

The musical “I Dol T Dol starring ~ Cafe, 17630 Woodward, Detroit, will be

i

‘ Vegetarian dinner offered

Timeco Nutritionists will be cooking
the dinner, featuring vegetable soup,
spinach salad, ratatouille, quiche and
spinach pie. Dinners are priced “for

‘.A yegetarian dinner and workshop
will be held from 4-7 p.m. Sunday, June
3, at the Birmingham - Unitarian

Naney Gurwin of Southfield will com-

‘The'gems on Saturday night were the
three Fats Waller segments from long-
er movies. From 1933 and 1943, they
showed the swinging pianist to be as
irrepressible and irreverent as ever.
With his rubbery face and lecherous
eyes, he cculd' inject humor into any
musical situation.

The final of his three numbers was
“Aln’t Misbehavin,' * which done in his
typical fashion, was done a few weeks
before he died. On his way back to New
York by train from California, he suf-
fered an attack of bronchial pneumonia
and did not recover.

The final film was a 10-minute mov-
ie featuring the 1934 Louis Armstrong

plete its engagement at the Paradiso
Cafe on Woodward in Detroit at the end
of May after a three month run.

Opening Friday, June 8, and continu-

ing Friday and Saturday nights in the
Mediterranean Room at the Paradiso

Vie Caputo, TV host, in Muriel Resnik’s
comedy hit “Any Wednesday."”
Dinner is at 7 p.m., show at 8:30 p.m.
*For reservations call 869-3988. The
show is directed by Birmingham resi-
dent Edgar A. Guest HI; produced by
. Gurwin. .

Church, 651 Woodward at Lone Pine
Road. .

Claire Peek of Birmingham said the
dinner was first offered Iast month for
National Health Week, but that the re-
Sponse was so overwhelming she decid-
ed to continve with more dinners.

adults and for children.

‘The workshop includes people from
Theater Concern. Also represented are
local health -food stores and food co-
ops.

AND ENTERTAINMENT GUIDE

in Europe. Baker noted, “There are
three or four prints of this movie now.
However, when I got it from a collector
in Europe, I was the first American to
ever see it.”

Thanks to John Baker's delightfut ad-
diction to preserving jazz artifacts,
jazz enthusiasts too young to have seen
either the original jazz bands or their
films can still enjoy the history of this
music. Cass City Cinema, buoyed by
the success of this program, is already
planning to bring Baker and his films
back to Detroit next year.

‘There is an audience for jazz films in
the Motor City.

T

Serving the finest in
Chinese & American Cuisine

¢ Luncheons ¢ Dinners » Carry Out Ordérs
Chinatown Style Welcomed
Open 7 days.a week
Mon.-Thurs. 11 a.m.-T0 p.m.; Fri. 11 a.m.-11 pm.
. Saf. 12-11 p.m,; Sun, 12-10 p.m. ot

N 469 S. Woodward, Birmingham
%m‘ 644-2913 /[

[§]
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...atNorthfield Hilton Inn
~is memorable -

Call 879-2100

forafree color folder

)

-6500 Crooks'Rd. at 1-75
Troy, Michigan 48098
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‘Round up the Gang. . .

Dance next door
LIVE JAZZ on SUNDAYS

PAY 7-STAY 11

DAYS FRE

and ride SUPER VALUE AT HARBOR ISLAND.SPA
ROOM RATES INGLUDE: .
on out 3 Mas » Cally + Distcan » Golf 3 Times $ 1
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TARRY PASKOWS
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MIAMI BEACH, FLORIDA 33141
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Daity Matinso

Taces
Nachos
Testadas
Enchiladas

130, 5:00
8:30

Seven Days
aWeek

. Taquites - ]
PONTIAL
BA&8 i

i WOODWARD |
338-8477 |

RATEDR

363-5657

DAN( ERFIELD
'Friday,June1
980 &1:30

CKETS BY PHONE OR
ER INFO CALL 455-3018 .
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LO. CARDS AEQUIRED WHERE APPLICABLE.

QUIES PRUDENTIAL TOWN CENTER

80X OFFICE OPENS 30 M PRIOR 10 SHOWTIME

Bl v, s2le good same 'day only

Sublitles

THE
INNOCENT
RATEDR
105,315,7:30,930

MR.MACUS STABLE
SIT DOWN DINNER
Fri.&Sat 7:0°Clock

Showing

SevenDays
sWeek

Specizl Midnight Show
Friday & Sat.

“Rocky Horror
- Picture- Show"

R
all seats $2.50
Advanced fickel, sale starts
at 7:00 Fridey &

RES.INFO.
CALL 83

-RESTAURANT
CANTONESE & AMERICAN FOOD ’
JAPANESE STEAKHOUSE
*EXOTIC COCKTAILS®

Carry-outs on Chinese Food
CHINESE: LUNCHEON 11 AM-3 PM
JAPANESE: LUNCHEON 11 AM-2 PM
DINNERS 5-9:30 PM FRI & SAT_II\I 10:30 PM ‘
Closed Mondays

166825 MIDDLEBELT AT 6 MILE, LIVONIA |
Reservations Accepted 427_31 71

Tues., Wed., Thurs, and Sun Only
pre—

Ringsley Inn
. HOTEL

Would like the pleasure of hosting your next banquet or
-party. Call us today. Our experienced staff, headed by Mr.

Frank and Mr. Petrides, will personally oversee all arrange-
ments and details,

S T )
Woodward and Long Leke Road
Bloomfield Hills

644-1400

T




