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From English to macrame

Teacher trades kids for seniors

Teaching macrame and dried flower
arrangement in 2 quiet, sunny corner
of Mercy Center won't cause the world
to beat a path to your door.

But- Yvonne Singer doesn't seem to
mind being in the background as long
as she's reaching out to the senior citi-

zens who come her way to learn 2 new
craft or polish up an old skill.

Mrs. Singer, 42, didn’t start out to be-
come an intergral albeit quiet partof a
local senior citizen center. Until 1969,
she taught English in Detroit area jun-
ior high schools. But she realized she

Legislature to decide
on $5 million state fund

A bill to create a $5 million state en-
ergy conservation and research fund
was introduced in the Michigan House
by State Rep. Sandy Brotherton, R-
Farmington.

The fund wovld be used to make
grants to public and private institu-
tions, agencies and other groups for
specific energy conservation and re-
search projects and demonstration pro-
grams. -

Under the provisions of the bill, the
Commerce Department, which would
have control over the fund, would be
required to give public notice of its
existence, objectives and the require-
ments for participation. Interested par-
ties could then submit proposals which
would be of immediate or long range
benefit towards solving Michigan’s en-
ergy problems. .

“The energy crisis could very well
have a significant impact on our life-
style and economy in this state in the
very near future,” Brotherton said.

*So much of our industry is heavily
reliant on petroleum products that it
would by foolish not to arm ourselves
with the kinds of research and pro-
grams that can make a potential con-

tribution toward solving energy prob- -

lems of special concern to Michigan,
“A fund like the one proposed may
provide the added impetus needed to

REP. SANDY BROTHERTON

speed up our technology and ensure
that we are better prepared to cope
with energy shortages in the future.”

Other provisions of the bill state that
no single agency or group would
receive more than 25 percent of the an-
nual fund. Priority would be given to
proposals with the most potential for
solving problems specifically afflicting
Michigan.

Golfers compete

Amateur golfers Andrea Hodel of
- Birmingham and Terri Weber of

Detroit, both former winners of the Ob-

server & Eccentric Golf

Dearborn.

Ms. Lapham, 25, plays out of
Meadowbrook Country Club and enters
the amateur. ification round with a

and Patricia Lapham of Farmington
will compete for a position in.the Lady
Stroh’s Open 11 during a one-day quali-
fication round on June 4 at the Dear-
born Country Club.

The three amateurs will bid for six
available spofs in the Lady Storh's
Open I starting field which includes all
top players from the Ladies Porfes-
sional Golfers Association (LPGA} tour.
Play for the 72-hole $150,000 Lady
Stroh’s Open II begins on June 28 in

four handicap. She was the 1978 winner
of the Women's District Match Play
championship at Holly Green Golf
Course, °

Ms. Hodel, a Birmingham resident,
won the OLE tournament in 1976. A
graduate of Birmingham Groves High
School, she attends Oakland Communi-
ty College. .

Ms. Weber enters the amateur quali-
fication round with a four handicap.
She won the OXE event in 1978.
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wasn't altogether happy with the posi-
tion .

- “It was during Viet Nam, There
Was some unrest in the school. I guess
there was some unrest in me too,” she
says of her decision to quit.

She turned from being a teacher to
becoming a student and attended Ma-
donna College. She studied arts and
crafts, a pastime that she enjoyed.

That was about 3% years ago. Dur-
ing her study at Madonna, she read in
an ad that a person was needed to
teach crafts to seniors. With that ad,
Mrs. Singer came to the Gathering
Place.

HER ORIGINAL call for the job at
Farmington's then new senior center
received warm thanks and the news
that someone else had filled the posi-
tion. A few weeks later, center director
Loretta Conway called Mrs. Singer
back, explaining that the original per-
son who originally took the post
couldn’t stay. -

Mrs. Conway hasn't regretted hiring
someone who was almost a runner-up
to the job.

“She’s just super,” Mrs. Conway.

“What other people go to school to
learn, Yvonne aiready knows,” said co-
worker Karen Ross, “She knows ‘you
listen to people.” .

Reaching out is the way Mrs. Singer
describes her style with seniors.

“I do a lot of listening and hopefully
a lot of reaching out. I thoroughly enjoy
working with people,” says the dark-
haired mother of four.

As a senior adult programmer at the
Farmington Hills center she plans and
works on different actvities for the
center’s clients.

SOME OF THE inspiration for her
projects come from crafts she did with
garden clubs in the area.

fonally, a demonstration goes
awry. Her attitude toward those oceur-
rences is typical.

“ 1 just say that this one has a little
more personality than the others,” she
says of projects that come out less than
picture perfect. .

But the hardest project was complet-
ed not by her but by 2 woman who was
d i to finish a six-foot-high
macrame wall hanging.

“When she went into the store the
clerk told her she was too old to do the
project,” Mrs, Singer remembers.
“When she brought the project here, I
called the clerk and asked for instrue-
tions myself.

“There were about 120 white cords
hanging from the ceiling when we
started. When we finished it was
beautifu),” she says, her words marked
with pride over the woman's' accom-
plishment.

“She wants to make another one

now.”
In addition to macrame, she teaches
one-day sessions in old favorties suach
as paper tole and needlepoint. In addi-
tion she helps make Christmas gifts to
raise money for the Northville Home
for the Retarded. She is on its steering
committee for volunteer services.
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AIR CLEANER

with purchase of high efficiency,
Energy-saving, deluxe CARRIER
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CALL FOR A
FREE
ESTIMATE

Anchor ‘
Heating & Air Conditioning
13191 Wayne Road
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Keep sunlight out
in summertime,
Once sunlight comes
through a window,
it converts to heat.
Shutters or awnings
are more effective
“in “eeping a house
* coof than interior
shades or
draperies are.
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NOW OPEN SUNDAYS
4 P.M.- Midnight

Also Open for Saturday Lunch
Banquet Room' e Piano Bar

1403 5. Commercs, Walled Laks
624-6660

478-8020
\ R Oranm i e NOW IN STOCK
SKIS, VESTS, ROPES, ‘
SUITS and Accessories

Choose from
O'BRIEN-EP

«CONNELLY
+JOBE .

SKI & TENNIS BARN
3 FARMINGTON

y 38507 TEN MILE

W. OF GRAND RIVER

478-9494

__ GET READY
WATER SKIERS

FREE SKI ROPE

with purchase of

" any ski
9% Value
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Buy any-small or .medium pizza at the
regular price and get a small or medium

 HOW THE BEST LOAN IN TOWN
WILL HELP ONE OF
THE BEST CAUSES IN THE COUNTRY.

Now through June 30, Manufagturers Bank

will contrilrute $10 in your name to the

United States Olympic Committee when you
. take outour “Flain and Simple”loan.
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You'll receive an Olympic lape! pin in the mail in
recognition of the contribution.

You'll be playing an important role in our country's
Olympic effort.

And you'l be getting the best simple interestloan
intown. * .

pizza with the same items FREE with this
ad.
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\ 19038 Middlebelt

Our “Plain and Simple” loan is basically just
what its name implies. The loan agreement is writ-
ten in plain, easy-to-understand language.

The loan idea is this: Simple interest — you
only pay interest for the actual number of days
you have the loan. Pay garly, pay less, you decide.
It’s just that plain. [t's just that simple. -~ -

Pickup

or
Delivery

6};«21'

" . That's our Olympic loan offer.

Plain and simple.
See us or ask your dealer.

MANUFACTURERS sank

Livonia And now through June 30, it's very special.
When you take out a “Piain Language, Simple In-
N : terest” loan for a car, boat, vacation, home improve- ° — e ———
g " ment, or'any worthwhile purpose, we will donate Y
e 476'0270 $10 ir'1 your name to the United States Olymplic l,s My W
Mon.-Wed. 4 p.m. - Midnight . Committee: Member FOIC ] Equal Opporturity Lender
Thurs. 11 a.m. = Midnight . : “ . : -
Frl.& Sat. 11em.-2a.m. - , R
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