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- They have impact on readers

. How laws governing press change

! By JACKIE KLEIN
Much has been said recently about

analysis

in the free-
dom of the press,

The First Amendment isn't one of
the 10 Commandments nor does it pro-
vide unalienable rights, covering the
medla with an indestructable blanket
of protection. It can be confusing.

Troy attorneys Jack Mazzara and
Donald McVay discussed the First
Amendment during a recent seminar in
Southfield sponsored by the Michigan
Press Association.

In a 1964 landmark decision, the U.S.
Supreme Court first granted the press
constitutional protection under the
First of free-

THAT MEANS he also can inguire
about news persons’ beliefs, opinions,
intent, conclusions, editorial control
and judgments in preparing the article.

“In order for defamatory words to be
subject to a libel action, they must re-
fer to an identifiable person,” said
MeVay. “If you write ‘all cab drivers in
New York are crooks,’ you're not refer-
ring to a particular member of a large
group.

“If the group is small and you say,
for example, ‘the jury was bribed,” any

dom of speech to publish defamatory
statements about certain types of per-
sons. As a result, a public official can’t
recover damages in a Iibel action un-
less he proves the alleged defamation
was published with actual malice, ac-
cording to the court ruling.

In 1967, the court expanded the con-
stitutional protection to apply to public
figures. In 1974, the court determined a
private person doesn't have to prove
actual malice, However, a person suing
for libel, the court ruled, can inquire
into the editorial process of the news
persons involved in publishing the al-

member can sue. Opinions
can be libelous if it implies the author
is privy to undisclosed facts, “It's all
right to say ‘Smith is never seen with-
out a drink in his hand and therefore
must be an alcoholic.’ But to say ‘Smith
is ani alcoholic, implies the writer is
aware of facts which give credence to
the statement.”

‘The law tries to balance the constitu-
tional right of free speech, the public's
right to know and individual’s right to
privacy. .
The high court hasn't constitutionalized
the right of persons to be left alone and
pass through the world unnoticed.

der or taps a telephone, for example, to
gain inforination about someone's pri~
vate life, the writer can’t escape Habili-
ty by claiming his actions are protect-
ed by the First Amendment.

ON THE other hand, a reporter isn't
Lable for intrusion if he accepts pri-
vate i about an indivi

is somtimes an invasion of privacy. A
family was held hostage by escaped
conviets. A magazine article depicted
the family as acting heroically in the
face of the convicts’ threats and acts of
violénce, The convicts, in fact, treated
the family courteously. The family

{rom another person who obtajned the
information by intruding on the indi-
vidual’s privacy.

The Supreme Court has never ruled
on this, but lower courts reject First
Amendment defenises when publicity is
given to the private life of someone the
public doesn’t care about or would find
the story offensive. .

However, if the matter publicized is
of legitimate public concern or inter-
est, and is newsworthy, it doesn't con-
stitute invasion of privacy.

“If a young woman is walking down
a public street and a gust of wind blows
up her dress, a reporter who photo-
graphs her in that position without her
concent has invaded her privacy,” Ma-
zarra said.

“Publication of a picture of a man
with the front of his trousers down at a
football game, in connection with an
article on football fans, wasn’t found to
be invasion of privacy. The man active-
ly encouraged the photographer to take
his picture.”

sued for il f privacy but lost.

THE GOVERNMENT can’t prevent
publication of information already a
matter of public record. But the First
Amendment doesn't guarantee the
press greater access to information
than the public has, Closed trial orders
restrict the media’s access to court,
McVay said. This is a substitute for the
“gag rule” which prevents publication
of what happens in court, the attorney
maintained. The Supreme Court hasn't
yet ruled on the validity of closed trial
orders but a decision is expected soon.

Reporters have been denied access
to prisons to investigate conditions.
Court files are sometimes suppressed
at the request of one of the parties in a
lawsuit.

“Journalists avoid disclosing their
sources to protect them or preserve in-
dependence and news-gathering abili-
ties,” Mazzara said. “Reporters’ ethics
requiring them not to reveal sources is
often in conflict with the right of every
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OR GRANDFATHER SUMMER wo S Add style & flair
] A great gift RKSHOP to your summer
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Raise a little

money for your;

vacation

Put the finfshing touches on your vacation
with extra cash you'll receive when you place
a classified ad in your hometown newspaper.

844-1070 Oakliand County
591.0900 Wayne County
852-3222 Rochester/Avon
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A SLIM OFF

LOOKING GOOD-
LIVING GOOD
FEELING GOOD

That’s What It's All About!
Lose Up To 30 Pounds

Weight In 30 Days

reduction program

@ Behavior Modification

Suite

® Under strict medical supervision
@ Not adlet, but a complete weight

@ Absolutely no injections or drugs
® Malntenance Program

DOCTOR’S WEIGHT LOSS CLINIC
Call now for consultation or information

557-7069

25857 Southfield Rd., Southfield
8

ER

Program

(F)7A

NURSERY

" COMPLETE GARDEN CENTER
QUALITY NURSERY STOCK
OESIGNING AND PLANTING
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BRAND NEW GREENHOUSE! |

*ANNUALS - over 65 varieties from
AGERATUM to ZINNIAS, everyday
grower price *6® /fiat or 59¢ tray ,
Also, BEGONIAS & IMPATIENS *8%
/flat or 89¢ tray

*PERENNIALS - over 65 varieties from
ACHILLEA to VIOLA *1** to 4%

*HANGING BASKETS & PLANTERS
featuring DESIGNER HANGING

BASKETS many varieties both solid &

mixed in 6", 8" & 10" sizes

+OVER 1500 PREMIUM POTTED ROSES
From 34* 56 Varieties

OPEN DAILY 9 ~B
SUNDAY 10-6

ph. 453-5500

ecial
uit Sale
313990

VALUE TO $225.00

For the next three days, we are offering a specially
selected group of designer name suits. Make your
selection from Lanvin, Phoenix, Hardy Amies, Rubin
Bros. and Geoffery Beane. You won't find a sale like
this anywhere. Stop'in now and take advantage of a
truly terrific buy.
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- WIN A GOLF SET FOR DAD!

Just fill out this coupon and bring it into our store. These

exclusive MacGregor golf clubs with bag and covers would

be the finest gift for you could give dad on his dya. Come in

today and drop this form in our box. . At could be your

lucky day.

MacGregor Ben Crenshaw Clubs, Golf Bag & Head Covers
ATOTAL VALUE of $350.00

NAME
ADDRESS
ciTy STATE ZIP

Drawing to be at Stephen-Bruce Ltd. on Sat., June 16 -

3:00 p.m.You need not be present to win - You'll be notified
by Phone.Pick-up Address from a previous ad.
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- BRUCE

Hours: Mon.. Tues.; Wed. & Sat. 10-520; Thurs. & Fil 109;
. Major Crodt Cards ronored




