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Tennis column

Helpful hihtsj‘ f_or» doubles game'

By DAVID W. STEWART

Doubles and singles — it’s really the
same game, isn't it?

. Ask your friends about the difference
and you will probably hear that in dou-
bles there are four people on the court
ifistead of two and the court is bigger.

‘But how many people can tell you
abont different strokes and strategy in
doubles play? .

Probably the most important part of
doubles that you will ever learn is that
you play with your partner. You never
get-mad at him or her — you can’t af-
ford to if you want to win. When you do,
your partner’s game invariably suffers.
The slightest gesture or irritated ex-
pression makes a bad situation worse.

World class players have learned
this cardinal rule of doubles. George
Lott, considered by most authorities to
be one of the two greatest doubles play-
ers to ever play the game, won the
Wimbeldon doubles championship five
times with five different partners. He
didn't break the cardinal rule. He want-
ed too much to win.

Gemng your first serve in is crucial
to winning doubles. Most peopl hit their
tirst serve just as they do in singles,
and consequently they miss most of the
time. Then the second serve is a pat
ball which allows the opponent to move
into an offensive postion when return-
ingit.

The serving team should always be
on the offensive, but when the server
hits a soft second serve the advantage
islost.

You must get your first serve in
more than 90 percent of the time and
that means taking some steam off your
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first serve to be sure of getting it in.
There is a psychological difference
too. If you miss your first serve, the

receiving' team knows your second .

serve has to be easier to make sure of
getting itin.

The middle class player should hit
almost every serve to the receiver's
backhand. How often do you play some-
one with a- stronger backhand than'
forehand? Exploit the weakness. You
can intimidate a player just by his or
her knowing that you are going to place

" the serve to his or her backhand. The

player will defeat himself or hersel
long before he ever has to return the
SE'W&

Receivers create many of their own
problems too. One of the most common
errors is to hit the return too hard. You
must get the ball back into play but
that does not mean you must pulverize
the ball to be effective. Often the faster
you return the serve the faster you can
lose the point.

Most receivers stand in exactly the
same spot to receive serves regardless
of who is serving. This meang, of
course, that all servers must serve
alike — which usually isn't true.

‘Receivers should study the server.
Where does the player hit his, other
serves? Once you know where the ball
will be hit most of the time, change
your position to take advanlage of this
knowledge.

Get your body into motion just be-
fore the server makes ball contact. The
tournament players all do it but most
middle class players never move until

West Bloomfield softball standings

Following are the won-lost records
for the teams in the West

15, Brewh

13; Carmen's 16, Gloo's :
Rookles §; Buddy's Lizzards 9, Rookies 8; Gloo's 8, Norlk

Community Education Department's
Men's Softball leagues. Standings re-
flect games played through May 31.
MENS DIVISION 1l LEAGUE
STA.\'D!\!‘-S -~ Buddy’s Lizzards, 3-0 won-lost

Fino's, 1:2: Brewbaus Ino,
0-2 Rookies, 0-2. RECENT GA\IB = Buddy's Lirzards
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after the ball is hit. By moving, just
before the serve is hit, you will find it
easier to get into position to hit the
return. Jump in the air, step back, for-
ward or to either side — but always
move, :

One of the most effective service re-
turns in doubles is the lob, but how
many club and publie court players use
it? Not many.

Any time a serve is hard to handle
use a-lob return. If you worry about
your opponent smashing the ball past
you, remember that anyone smashing
from the backcourt will probably make
an error or the ball won't be put away.

Overhead smashes are only sure
winners when they are hit effectively
inside the baseline. The middle class
player attempts to clobber the over-
head from wherever he or she is on the
court and in the process of wanting to
be a hero loses the point.

* Talk to your partner. Let he or she
know where you are and what you are
going to do. Far too many points are

lost when partners do not communj-
cate. They find themselves running af-
ter the same ball or finding themselves.
on the same half of the court, as the
opponent returns the ball into the open
court for a winner. Good doubles teams;

are always working to cover as mugh -

of the court as possible, and pameﬁ‘
can’ only accomplish this objective by’
communicating.

Generally you should think of dou- -
bles as a game of angles. You and your "

partner should move in the direction in
which you hit the ball. If you are both
at the net and you hit the ball to the
left, both of you should move to the
left. If you volley down the center, you
and your partner should be moving for-
ward and closing up the center.

‘The most common fault of all middle’
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TO THE QUALIFIED ELECTORS OF FARMINGTON PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT, ~
* OAKLAND COUNTY, MICHIGAN:

.NO'ﬂm IS HEREBY GIVEN, that the annual election will be held in the Farmington
"Public School District, County of Ozkland, and State of Michigan, on Monday, the 11th
- .day of June, 1979, for the purpose of electing one (1) member of the Board of Educa-
« tion for a term of four (4) years ending June 30, 1983, for which position the following

FARMINGTON PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT
OAKLAND COUNTY, MICHIGAN

NOTICE OF ANNUAL ELECTION

class players is to make the
point when they should be setting up
for the winning shot. Keep the ball in :
Pplay, wait patiently for the upport\lmtx
and hit the ball away for the winner.

LIVONIA

BUILDING MA
12770 Farmington Rd.. .

- '937-0478
NOW STOCKING;

10 0z. TUBE CAULKING
IN YOUR FAVORITE COLORS

TERIALS CO.

S.of Sr:hoolcran Rd
421 1 170

ALUMINUM
CHIMNEY COVERS *

DRYWALL NOW
AVAILABLE

3/8”|

172»

0: Sod Squad, 1.0; Big Brake Auto, I-1; Peterson Glasy, 1
of Peace. 1 Audelle Caditac, 03; Nayflon
AMES — Olde World Cate 3,
Proce o Fesce & Petcsen Choms 2 Avies aihe. 8.
Slpmnesmn. 16, Big Break Auto 12: Sod Squad 25, May-
*Hower Bookshop 7 Olde World Cae 9, Gino's & Supreme
§iing 17, Mayllomer Boatabop 9, Big Break Aum 12,
Peterson Glass 11; Sod Squad 11, Prince of Peace

TIMBERS

CREOSOTED
HARDWOOD

x4 x8
reg. 5499 oo $399 Buy any small or medium pizza at the
. regular price and get a small or medium
_— plzza with the same items FREE with this
4" x6"x8 Pu:ku
$499 Ex res i
reg.$599 oo ¥4 pi
i June 13, 1979 , P Delwary
oy'S Pl
6T X8 xE 6\ ?&
reg. 51095 oic 999 0
& 19038 Middlebelt ‘v .
Livonia
-
American .
HOME CENTER 476 0270
-
31245 West 8 Mile N
at Merriman in Livonia Mon.-Wed. 4 p.m. - Midnight
Thurs. 11 a.m. - Midnight
476-6240 Frl.&Sat. 11am.-2am.
Sun.3p.m.-11p.m.

7REE |

‘Small or Medium

PI33 4

predicate adjectives, '

With Bird Guards
IN STOCK 9™8" §"x13" 13"x13"
OTHER SIZES AVAILABLE

Luse
intransitive verbs
and

but
the food is
good!

3oz

TENTS *
Back Pack Two Man ML Marcy ine.
[y 528 Flame Retardzal W16 ..

Buck Pack Four Yo Tr

THE INEXPENSIVE VACATION

Mummy
.style HOLIFIL mlod

-LET US OUTFIT YOU WITH THE FOLLOWING RENTALS!
© TENTS/BACKPACK OR FAMILY SIZE o SLEEPING BAGS
© LANTERNS o COTS @ GAS & PROPANE STOVES
. ¢ COOLERS @ BACKPACKS

COOKING SLEEPING KEEPING WARM
Colernan Catalytic white gas Heal-

,mhmp,,,".zo,;m,, Sleoping Bags, BackPack | w44 bon 3000 o S0

Colean while go3 2 bumer stove. § style Flat or

inc. By 7186’ Ridge Fame Rotur- Weight 6 Lbs. Cots Canvas [\ ',
n'zusAVAlI.ABLs dul mbm Risie ing frame. . *
FORSALE’ . . .
. " mg;‘m aél.?n 29112 SEEING IN THE DARK mﬁ%ﬁ?«k
Calmaa Ml hm“'; Tent Riverige Cenan 2 Waalle Laslera vaes | frame covered by their
80 Flre R whilogas m]r: bag with § outs:dl | n-cioze
it to ipockets, map
hv--muu-i ) gfn"z“"“"'g‘“"'ﬂh - - mndmmpwuh Tent
(™ N\
HalrioDin Sty \ RENT-IT
- | sHop | =&
OPEN DAILY \ 4 A A
" TAMAEEM. - g
. MON-8AT."
1126 S WASHINGTON ROYAL OAK
.

54258351 . -

~of one (1) year ending June 30, 1980, for which position the following persons have
Tnominated:

NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN, that the polls for said election will be open {rom 7:00
o'clock A.M. to 8:00 o'clock P.M,, Eastern Daylight Saving Time, and that the voting
places will be as follows:

;. Precinct No. 1: Farmington ’I‘mmmg Center (Formerly Farmington

Precinct No. 4: East Junior High School
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-PRINCE
DONNAY

Michael R. Shpiece
nd for the piirpose of electing one (1) member of the Board of Education for a term

Michael J. Breckenridge .
William R. Gravius
James E. McGlincy
M. Megan Saunders

33000 Thomas Junior
Precinet No. 2: Dunckel Jlmlor ngh School High Schosl) !
32800 Twelve Mile Road
Precinet No. 3: Warner Junior High School
30303 West Fourteen Mile Road

. 25000 Middlebelt Road
‘This notice is given by order of the Board of Education of said school district.

EMMA MAKINEN,
Secretary of the Board of Education

Publish: May 13 & June 7. 1679
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