Unemployed?

By RICH PERLBERG
The latest best seller will not be
available at Norton’s Book Store.
That's because the store’s would-be
owner decided not to open shop.
Instead, he’s )etung to Chxcagn and a

Bolles, whose “What Color is Your
Parachute" is the bible of career coun-
seling.

CRAMMING A several-month proce-
dure mlo four weeks, the hard- -driving

plum, high paying
position.

The job is tailor-made for him. He
knows it. He designed it, defining the
duties and setting the salary.

UNBELIEVABLE, but true. And, ac-
cording to a growing number of career
counselors, that's the way all employ-
ment searches should end. Instead, they
say, most job hunters rely on archaie,
inefficient and well-worn methods that
are virtually programmed for failure.

If you are unhappy with your job —
and some say that 80 percent of us are
— or if you don't have a job at all,
chances are you will try one of these
tried-but untrue techniques. Lots of
luck.

Traditional steps — want ads, em-
ployment agencies, reams of resumes,
brothers-in-law in the personnel de-
partment — put you in a job pool with
literallly thousands of applicants who
all want a single job (that maybe might
not even exist if the job is a decoy.)

You may as well drape a sandwich
board about your unemployed body and
parade before the corporate headquar-
ters of IBM. You'd have just as much
chance of landing a job that fits your
needs and skills, say counselars.

THERE'S ANOTHER way to go
about it and that’s what Art Norton did.

With a master’s in English as icing
for his liberal aris degree, Norton
turned to teaching. His chalk dust sal-
ary eventually forced him to seek
greener paychecks in sales.

For six years, he did well enough.
But he was so unhappy that he was on
the verge of chucking it all and opening
2 book store. .

At that time, his company was in the
midst of a shake-up, He was asked to
stay on. He agreed, but only if he could
create his own job. Surprisingly, the
powers that be consented. Norton
turned to Douglas Hoxeng for help.

Hoxeng, a curly-headed, heavy-set
counselor at the University of Michi-
gan-Dearborn, is a disciple of Richard

Norton that he possessed a
wide-range of skills.

“I found I had more than 100 func-
tional skills and learned which ones I
liked,” he said recently ‘The process is
called “owning” your skills.

‘A word of explanation is necessary.
When you or I think of skills, we gener-
ally think of what people like Hoxeng
call work-content skills — i. writing
a news story.

The keys to successful job hunting
are your functional skills such as estab-
lishing a rapport with people, assimi-
lating information, effectively commu-
nicating tnrough written words, ability
m understand complex issues and so

F\mctiunal skills are often learned at
an early age — almost inbred — and
may be the key to what you can do
well.

“The thing about functional skills is
that they are transferable,” said Hox-
eng. “You can apply them to other jobs
in other fields."l

PEOPLE TOO OFTEN limit them-
selves by being too precise when they
hst their psst experiences, said Hox-

eng.

They dequahfy themselves from
many jobs because they don’t feel they
have the credentials — a degree in
mathematics or four years of experi-
ence in data processing — that are of-
ten arbitrarily assigned to job open-
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“Most of the stuif you learn is on-the-
job training,” said Hoxeng. Several
studies have concluded that college
graduates find their courses bear little
or no relation to their jobs.

Take Art Norton. He is now market
research director for a company that
does $100 million in sales annually. He
has never had a marketing or business
course in his life. Not even accounting.

Under Hoxeng's guidance, Norton
underwent intensive self-study. By
throughly analyzing past achievements
that made him proud, Norton learned
that many of the things that make his

It’s adopt-a-cat month

Morris the cat is serv-
ing as spokescat for the
5th annval Adopt a Cat
Month in June.

Every person adopting
a cat or kitten from the
Michigan Humane Soci-
ety during June will
receive a free adoption
kit. The kit includes a 48-
page cat care booklet,

coupons for free cat food,
an adoption certificate
and a “Paw-tographed”
photo of Morris.

When looking for a cat
as a pet, remember these
tips offered by Michigan
Humane Society:

* Look for shiny, alert
eyes, without evidence of
tears or discarge.

+ Look for pink ears,

free from accumulation
of black or gray matter.

+ Check the coat, it
should be shiny and full,
with no bare patches.

+ Look -at the nose; it
shouid be free from dis-
charge.

» The cat should be
curious, alert and play-
ful, never brooding or
listless.
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\l Be the labor great or small,
Do it well or not at all.
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adrenalin flow seemed to match up
with the qualities required for market-
ing, research and planning.

TO SUBSTANTIATE this, he inter-
viewed several people who held similar
positions in other large firms.

Never did he ask for a job. Instead,
he asked about the work — What do
you do? What are you like? What skills
do you use? Who else should I talk to?

“1 just told them I was researching
the occupation,” said Norton. “Every-
one was more than willing to talk to

me.

“Until then, I had spent more time
researching papers in college than I
had reseaching for my career.”

Armed with more information about
market research than anyone at his
company kanew existed, Norton sold
them on the new positon.

“Did you know that we are the only
company our size without one?” he
asked.
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‘Many employers are just waiting for some-
one to come in the door and show them how to

solve their problems.’

“Why, no. Uh, what does one do
exactly?”

“Research, for one thing to find out
how we can lmpmve our 3.5 percent of
the market.”

“Interesting. Uh,
research?”

“Absolutely.”

can you do

AND SO IT went, just like on the
drawing board, until Norten convinced
his superiors that not only did they
need the positon, but they needed him
tofillit.

But, said his boss-to-be, we dunt

know how much to pay someone in
your position.

*“I know,” answered Norton, and he
quickly outlined the salary package for
nine peaple with similar jobs in Chica-
go. One suspects his employer said
something like, “Hmmm.

Whatever, Norton is headmg to Chi-
cago (where he wanted to live), to a pri-
vate office (where he works best) and
to a hefty salary hike (a 50 percent in-
crease now and another 50 percent in-
crease in six months) under moving
conditions that are enviable (the com-
pany pays all costs plus $3,500 for the
“inconvenience” of moving.)

Well, just create your own position

“It beats selling in the streets of
Detroit,” he said.

BEST OF ALL, he's heading to a job
where he is confident that he will ex-
cell and to an environment that he is
bound to enjoy.

“I know I'll do well because I wrole
the job description,” he said. *

‘That, said Hoxeng, is the way life is
supposed to work.

“Many employers are just waiting
for someone to come in the door an
show them how to solve their
problems.” -

Toward the end, you must: identify
your skills, discover what you want to
do and where you want to do it, deter-
mine where you would be valuable, lo-
cate the person who can hire you (he or
she is decidedly not in personnel) and
then sell yourself.

“The important thing about uus sys-
tem is that it is self-empowering,” said
Hoxeng.
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‘With this coupon, Detroit Plaza Hotel,
widely acclaimed as one nf lhe worlds
t hotels, becomes a.v:

reasonsble mdulgence—even for the
briefest overnij

rience a memorable mgm.
(or two or three) in this magnificent
Western International Hotel, for
a fraction of what you would

Tis coupon enttles the bearer to
S2000 credit & oward room
ccommodations at Detroit Plaza
Hmd‘ (It is not redeemable for u*.sh)
Applcabe siate and local ax
ark to be paid by the bearer. One
Certificatd per guest room per
stay. Valid in connection with
indisidual travel.
Not applicable

IF YOU WANT
STAY AT
DETROIT'S
FINEST HOTEL,
IT'LL COST YOU
LESS.

IYOUR $20.00 COUPON!

10 group travel, package tours,

Detro:t Plaza Hotel

;. Renaissance Center, Detroit, Michigan 48243

normally pay.
Our purpose is unabashed: After

one stay, we heheve you'll find us a

reasonable indulgence any time you're

in Detroit —with or without the

coupon.

Let us reserve a memory for you.

Call

Reservations upon avallability.

other special rate programs, This
coupon must be presented to cashier
upon checking dut. Olfergood the
Lollowing dates anly:

Tme 314 15,16,2, 2,23, 24

July6,7, s 9,10,11, 12,13, 21,
2,23 24,25,26,27,28,

IGA eh1YTeL
——— J
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Sibetius Concesto n d for Vioun, On 47

Siravnaky The Rie of Spnng

5387

N June29 Fri. 830 pm,
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July 19
Delroit Symphor

KAZUKID KOBULI conducting
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{Music made lamous by Glenn Miler)
RAY EBEALE
THE MODERNAIRES
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55 tawn
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Children's Concert (daytime)

ymphony Orcnestea™
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Juy22 Sun 730
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GUNTHER SCHULLER. conducting
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July23 Mon 830 pam.
PRESERVATION RALL JAZZ BAND
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July25 Wed. 830pm,
NEIL SEDAKA
$1098  $5Lawn

July28_ Sel. 830, August 14 Tues. 8305,
Detoit Symshony Orehestia OETROI sYiPHONY
KLAUS TENNSTEDT. conanciing MBER ORCHESTR!
HORACIO GUTIERREZ, pranis uEv:uE MARRINER, conducung
Weber Obcron Overture.  puanist
Schumann Concerta a for Piano GORALD BAKER. ovec
nesia Op 129 PAUL SCHALLER, clarwnct
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The Great.” EUGENE WADE. french hom
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August15 Wed. 1:30p.m,
Daytime Open Aenearsal

Detroit Symphor

NEVILLE MARRINER, conducting

August2 Thurs. 8:30pm,
ELIOT FELD BALLET
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Augustd i
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Bruch Concerto No. 14n g far Victn. Op 26 | mect the stars
Stravnsay Petrouchka (complete baliet)

(1947 version)
5987  §Slawn

August 12 Sun 730pm, program subject fo change
BARBASIA CO
WALLY HARSER, music dnectar
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Meadow Brook Music Festival ® A Cultural Function of Oakland University » Waltan Blvd. at Adams Rd., Rochester, Michigan

by
“The Tonst of Broadway™
8T S8 Lawn

SINGLE TICKET SALES

Meadaw Brook Festival Box Office Hours
June 12 thru June 20 Tues. thru Fri_ 10 am. —
t. and Sun., l(nnn -6 spm. Ciosed Monday,

Beginnlng dune 21: ;::x. and Wed., 1

s:mdu.z um. —8pm
Monday,

(Performance days: Bax Office mu clau Jor otz hour. 10 6 pm.
cxcept Sundays when it closes between 4 and 5 pm)

Tickels also avallable beginning June 12, -t -ny Mutsans, Sears,
s,

MAIL ORDER FORM TO:
Meadow Brook Music Festival

TIcKEY

NO. OF
DATE TICKETS PAICE  TOTAL

P.O. Box 705
Oakland University

Rochester, Mich. 48063 .

Make check payable to
Meadow Brook Music Festival
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