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By C.J.RISAK

Versatility is the one word that best
describes this year’s Observer & Ee-
centric All-Area Boys' Track Team.

Nine of the 14 members picked for
individual accomplishments (not in
relays) posted times or results in other
events that would have qualified them
among the 10 best in the area. And
three of those athletes were ranked in
three other events.

Nearly all of the selections on the
four relay teams were rated in at least
one individual event.

With such a multi-talented group of
athletes, the coaches panel that made
the picks on this year’s track team de-
cided to not necessarily go with the top
resuly this season, but to take the best
athlete. In every event but one, howev-
er; the athlete did have the season's
best result.

But the panel also couldn't see leav-
ing off any athlete who, although not
the best in any single event, still de-
served recognition. Several athletes
were considered in this group, but only
one individual and one relay team were
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DAVID ADDY
Rochester Adams

deemed good enough to qualify for the

first team.

The three athletes who combined
both versatility and success in individu-
al events were Mark McBroom ' of
Avondale, Dave Addy of Rochester
Adams and Ted Woehrle of Troy.

McBroom qualified on the first team
in the long jump with a leap of 22 feet,
three inches. A senior, he finished first
in the Iong jump in the Oakland Athlet-
ic League (OAL) meet and at the
regionals, and was third in the Class B
state meet. .

McBROOM'S VERSATILITY WAS
evident in two dual meets this year, in
which he won four individual events.
He was ranked in the top 10 in the 100,
220 and 440-yard dashes as well as the
long jump.

. Addy, only a junior, was chosen for
his time of 50.2 in the 440-yard dash,
best in the area. He was second in that
event in the Metro Suburban Associa-
tion (MSA) league meet, but that may
not have even been his best event.

In the regionals, he never even ran in
the 440, instead taking part in two re-
lays and the 330-vard low hurdles. He
finished first in the hurdle event at the
regional meet, but failed to place in the

Popson is selected
as Coach of the Year

The Observer & Eccentric boys'

- track Coach of the Year was easy to

pick for our coaches' panel. Their
selection: Mike Popson of Brother
ice.

The Warriors, under Popson’s gui-
dance, were 7-1 in dual meets, losing
only to Redford Bishop'Borgess. They
won the Catholic A-B League meet and
‘also finsihed first in the Rice Relays,
the Ambrose Relays, the Oakland
County. meet and the Port Huron
regional. In the state finals, Rice was
12th.
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state meet. Addy placed in the top 10 in
the 100, 220 and 330-yard low hurdles.

Woehrle was the single individual
who, although not a leader in any of the
13 individual events, more than de-
served a spot on the first team. The
senior was second in the 120-yard high
burdles in the area, his best event, and
he captured fourth place in it in the
Class Bstate meet (14.5).

Among the top eight in his class aca-
demically, Woehrle was first in the
120s in the OAL league meet and post-
ed a 22-0 record in that event during
two years of league competition. He
was among the top four in the 220 and
440, and was among the top 10 in the
100.

Mark Biehl of North Farmington
was the choice in the discus event.
Bieh!'s toss of 171 feet, four inches was
far and away the best in the area, and
for a whileit was the best in the state.
Unfortunately, Bieh! could never
mateh that throw, as he finished fourth
in the Northwest Suburban League
(NSL) meet and sixth in the Oakland
County event.

IN THE SHOT PUT, Jim Browne of
Birmingham Brother Rice was the top
plek, his best throw being 54 feet, four
inches. Browne was first in the Oak-
land County meet, Catholic League
meet and Port Huron regional, and
teamed for a.win in the Ambrose
Relays, He won the Catholic League
meet in the discus and placed fourth in
the state in that event.

Browne was also among the top 10 in
the area in the 120-yard high hurdles.

In the pole vault, Farmington’s Jim
Brancheau was the first team pick, de-
spite having only the second best vault
in the area (13 feet, nine inches) during
the season. However, Brancheau had a
better record in meets than did second
team pick Bob Morden of North Farm-
ington.

Brancheau won the Inter Lakes
League meet, was first in the Oakland
County meet, finished second in the re-
gionals and ninth in the state, besting
Morden in three of those events.

The choice in the high jump is not a
new one to the O&E All-Area teams —
Jon English of Brother Rice. Better
known for his exploits on the gridiron,
English - was nevertheless the easy
choice in the event. His leap of six feet,
11 inches was 4% inches better than his
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nearest competitor in the area.

English was first in the Catholic
League meet, first in the Oakland
County meet and first in the regionals.
He cleared six feet, 10 inches at the
state meet and placed third.

IN THE 120-YARD high hurdles, the
selection was Ian Joseph of Troy
Athens, an athlete who members of the
coaches panel felt was the best on the
squad. Joseph was second in the MSA
league meet in the high hurdles and
second in the long jump. But at the
state meet, Joseph ripped off a 14.58,
good enough for fifth place.

Mark Fentress of Couniry Day was
chosen in the 100-yard dash, his best
time of 9.9 the only one under the 10
second barrier in the area all season.
Fentress also finished second in the
state in the long jump and was part of
the Country Day state-winning, 800-
meter relay team,

Tim Cannon of Cranbrook posted the
best time in the area in the mile run
(4:22.6), and he did it at the right
moment, during the Class B state meet.
Cannon finished fourth in the event. He
was also among the best two-milers in
the area,

Jeff Goforth was picked ag the “Top
Thinclad” at Southfield-Lathrup, and
was also the top choice in the 330-yard
low hurdles with a best clocking of
38.6. Goforth finished third in the re-
gionals in the 330 lows and was also
among the area’s best in the 120-yard
high hurdles and in the 440,

In the 880-yard dash, Rice's Don
Pietrowski was the top selection.
Pietrowski, who was rated second in
the 440, was first in both events at the
Catholic League meet, was second at
the Oakland County meet in the 880,
was first in the regional in the 880 but
did not place at state. His best time in
the 880 was 1:57.5

RUSS PARKS OF Birmingham
Groves was the top man in the 220-
yard dash (22.7), finishing first in the
regional and second in the Oakland
County meet. He also was ranked in the
100, and he was a member of Groves
880 and mile relay teains, also chosen
to the All-Area team.

Paul Welch of North Farmington
was chosen in the two 1aile run. His
best time is 9:35.6, he woa the reglonal
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meet and in the NSL meet he placed

first in the mile run..He finished third

in the Oakland County meet in the two
mile.

In the relays, Bloomfield Hills
Lahser’s team of Aaron Koonce, Chris
Prowse, Randy Relsing and Phil Ruffi-
no were the fastest in the 440-yard
team eveat (43.9). That team was first
in the Ambrose Relays and was second
in the regionals, but they failed to place
in the state meet.

" In the 880-yard relay, Groves tied
with Rice for the fastest time (1:31.2),
but Groves beat the Rice in almost eve-
ry confrontation, so they were given

the first team nod. Parks combined.

with Tim Winship, Mike Lazzarini and
Gary Hamming to win at the Ambrose
Relays, at the Oakland County meet
and in the regionals. The team did not
place at state.

It was the same foursome for Groves
that tied with the Rice quartet of John
Cunningham, Brian Brennan, Tom Finn
and Rod LaRees for first in the mile
relay. Throughout the season, the Rice
team beat the Groves squad in this
event. One time was at the Ambrose
Relays; Rice also finished first in the
regionals and set a school record
(3:22.3) while placing sixth at the state
meet.

Honorable mention

1y DISCUS — Chack Stltnkarep, Troy: £4 G v
Day.
SHOT PUT — Jeif Sherman, BL. Andover;
Houttekler, N, Farmiagtoo: Rick Wiksen. . Bloomleld.
RIGH JUMP — Tim Waun, Labser; Craig Rowley,
‘Southdield-Lathrup; Doa Docble, Troy; Robble Henderhan,

3 o0,

POLE VAULT — Jim Roth, Blrmingham Seabolm; Jett
Davis, Adams; Mike Nelt, Brother Rice; Mike Lorimer,
Groves,

LONG JUMP — Vincent Bean, Southfield: PRI Kooo-
it Ay Rlck Curti, Farmioy

L20-YARD HIGI IURDLES — Brad Lee, Groves.

100-YARD DASH — Jokn Palroer, Lakser.

MILERUN ~ Jotaa Enghal, Harcisoa: Sott Rarper.

440-YARD DASH ~ Ken Kopko, Harrisoes Charles D'Al

n
Asdy Fremath, Seabolm.

310-YARD LOW HURDLES -~
E3-YARD RUN — Cbuck Dew, Troy: Tim Joboson,

Flzdam. . Eowmteld Cuy
Res . Bloomfield; Gery
Berryman, Groves, Evan Moore, Cranbrock.
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men are versatile

RANDY REISING
Labser

But Groves saved its best perform-
ance for last, too, running the best time
in the area at the state meet (3:21.6)
and finishing fourth. Since both teams
had such excellent finishes, both were
picked to the first team.

On the coaches second team were
Mark Lytle of Rice in the discus; Dan
Kenwell of West Bloomfield in the shot
put; Doug Fredley of Lahser in the high
Jjump; Morden of North Farmington in
the pole vault; and Bill Hill of Cran-
brook in the long jump.

In track events, Ruffino of Lahser
was picked in the 120-high hurdles;
Shawn Rowley of Lathrup in the 100;
Rob Randolph of Adams and Tim Sulli-
van of Rice tied in the mile run; Win-
ship of Groves in the 440; Kevin Mun-
son of Lahser in the 330-yard low hur-
dles; Bill Priest of Avondale in the 880;
Jetf Cox of West Bloomfield in the 220;
and Dave Martin of Cranbrook and
Andy Krafsur of Lathrup in the two
mile, .

In the relay events, Rice had the sec-
ond team 880-yard squad, Troy had the
second best mile foursome, and Groves
was second in the 440-yard relay.

ROD LaREES
Brather Rice




