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Seeing ‘Players’

‘When the melodrama “Players,” which is all about tennis, opened
Friday at the Maple 3 in Bloomfield Township, Moviegoers were en-
couraged to wear tennis clothes to the opening.

And, not only was the audience dressed for the sport, but even the
ushers wore teanis garh. 1t was all part of a promotion arranged with
Call It Love, a tennis store in Orchard Lake Mall in West Bloomfield.

In the film, the tennis outfits are designs by Fila. Cali It Love's
creator Eleanor Lakin introduced Fila’s fabrics and designs directly
from Italy to Detroit.

“Players” stars Ali MacGraw and Dean-Paul Martin, with Pancho
Gonzalez and Guillermo Vilas.

Throughout the run of the film, ushers will wear the lisle cotton Fila
tennis clothes, identified by stripe, Square and check designs.

Kit Snider and her family (from leit) Erie, David and Paal also
came sportily attired.
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By GAY ZIEGER

. : eview
The college theater scene has been
altered radically by the advent of the -

rock opera, -

Audiences can no longer be assured But, ah, the singing. wm‘ ghe per-
of traditional, sweaty, self-conscious formers lacked in acting ability they
perlormances of “The Importance of ~made up for in musical adeptness.
Beifjg Ernest.” Instead, as in the Oak- Terry Armita Bass as thg_lead singer
lang University Barn Theatre produc- has a crying, almost wailing quality
tion “The Phantom,” audiences see that is 5o popular these days. It would
writhing and crawling, and sexual Seem that she has places to go after
oveftures and body patting — indeed, graduation. To boot, she is a beauty. It

body caressing. was always a pleasure to listen to her.
This can be heavy stuff for older ~ Dan Derkacz as the Phantom.came
thedtergoers. Yet it is this element of On surprisingly strong after a rather
sextiality and potential violence that uninspired first number. By the end it
gives zest to the performance. was clear that his was th most effec-
“The Phanlnm"(is William McCarty tiveand moving male.voice. o
and Paul Marvin's rock-musical adap- Alan Spiller as Lucifer had fire in his
tation of the film “The Phantom of the ~eyes and voice. He was best when sing-
Opera.” Thomas A. Aston directed and,_ing in an evil tone.
also did scene and lighting design. OTHER COMPETENT singing per-
formances were given by Gary De Var
WHILE THE movements, the brief, and Nancy M. Bright. Christopher Cot-
form-fitting .costumes, and the music tle in his hard, acid, hair-swinging, gy-
itself may accost at times, one cannot Fating number nearly brought down the
help but be caught up in the surge of it house. Jerry Bacik as the rather slow-
alL .witted janitor added a nicely befud-
‘The brilliant first 20 minutes reacha  dled, tender touch.
crescendo with a production number ~ Many of the dancers were hard to
that rivals that of any professional pro-  identify in the jumble of names and
duction. The electric dancing, the “no- faces, but some of them were outstand- . .|
holds-barred” singing, and the scream-  ing and there wasn't 2 weak link among
ing music blend with a force that is al- them.
‘most unbearable. The band never disappointed, never
All this culminates with a huge pillar  let down for a minute. Each-new num-
crashing to the floor. The drama of it is  ber was better than the one before. All
handled expertly and the audience is the performances — the singing and
left both frightened and grateful that the dancing — were enbanced by the
the ensemble dido't sing or play one sounds produced.
note higher or louder. It was truly a  The pand members were too busy
fine moment. . . winding down at the end to take a bow,
From then on, the action, the excite- byt they were Paul C. S. Marvin, musi-
ment and the plot wane. I_ndm_dual Per- cal director, as well as composer and
formances and the music bring back, lyricist, Jim Holdman, Lorenzo Von
some spark but basically the storyline - Hofler II, Darien Martus, Dan Derkacz, -
doesn't have much to sustain it: Keith Wilson and Paul Johannes.
A theater cast rehearsal is plagued  Scenery and costumes were ela-
by the presence of a Phantom who borately punky, yet elegant.
causes strange things to happen. He is i .
sought out and eventually hisidentityis ~ While the show is weak in many
revealed. areas, it is worth attending for the
grand singing, playing and dancing. Ad-
MANY OF THE LINES are unimagi- ditional performances of this world-
native and delivered blandly and with- premiere production will be given on
out conviction. The speaking parts are the evenings qf Friday-Sunday June 15,
generally poor, partly because of the 16, and 17, with a matinee also on the
material. 17th.

% . -
-Terry Bass (left) and Dan Derkacz portray an Dpll;ﬂ star and The
Phantom. .

Ist aiiniversary party
honors Green Quartet * -

The Charles Green Quartet will be  He's performed with the Spinners and
honored at an Anniversary Party cele-  Jimmy Ruffin who's now with Motown.
brating one year of the quartet's music  He’s appeared at Baker’s Keyboard
at Piper’s Alley Troy on Sunday, June Lounge with Richard Groove Holmes,
24, from 9 p.m-2 am. jazz organist, and at the Masonic Tem-

The public is heing invited to experi- P’g“‘“ ““““':‘F‘,‘.m C:’ﬁ“ H‘;‘rb .
ence a festive evening, with jazz, cui- reen says at Piper's Alley Troy he
sine, drink and complimentary refresh- ;::]oys c'ﬁve&{;‘dg' ch“ m:;,:

. o b 3 . g aumt
ments from owner-host Michael Kuck- music. Assisting . planist Green is

elman. drummer Bob Welch, Kaman Kenyatta
“There’s not enough good jazz onsax and Duke Billingslea on bass. As
i +an add fon, Green his

around, in the D n
New York style, which the Charles friends Dennis Rowland, vocalist with
Gren Quartet creates with exceptional  Count Basie, and Earl Klugh to cele-
talept,” Kuckelman said. brate with him.

' studied.elassical music from age 5. .Beaver. .
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. - .

'
thy

_QIE

troit born and bred, Green has  Piper's Alley Troy is at 3270 W. Big’
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“Sussex- House

St ache: 1 | SINGLES NIGHT AT db's CLUB
(Just E2st of Evergreen) ste Feliciano and a complimentary
champagne reception for singles oniy
DINNER . SPEC]ALS | | al the Hyatt Regency - Dearborn
’ S505 TUESDAY, JUNE 26, 1979
Inctudes: Felish Cart (Sheimp, Fickles, Gorr Relish, Reception 7:00p.m. _ Performance 8:00 p.m.
etc.) and Salad tasspd at your lable, Veg, or Potato. Admission: $14 for members of any singles club

He HSur In the L $16 for non-affiliated singles

New Ortetn Jort Comet || &)1 |4ovance” reservanions “owy sy

Every Thurs. 8-12 pm. - Sat. 9-1 am. JUNE 19, 1979

Banquets up o 250 Send checks'payable o

PEOPLE, PLACES & THINGS
29540 Southfield Rd., Suite 100A

Southfleld, Mi 48076
For more infarmation, call 559-5820

10, CARDS REQUIRED WHERE APPLICABLE -

AOVIES PRUDENTIAL TOWN CENTER
BOX OFFICE OPENS 30 Min PRIOR 10 SHOWTIME
1 2
THE DEER Subtitles
| THE
HUNTER B INNOCENT

Daily Malinee

J

RATEDR

1:30, 5:00 RSIE0

8:30 | e .
MR.MALCS STABLE
SIT DOWN DINNER
Fri.&Sat 7:0°Clock

17.50
ASK ABOUT OUR
GROUP PRICES, ¢

Special Midnight Show
Seven Days : Friday & Sat. -

W
2Week “Rocky Horror
RATEDR Picture Show™

. 3 . . all seats $2.50
. 353 5657 » Adianced ticket sale starts
N " at 7.00 Friday & Sat.
Adv. sale good same day only

SIS R
SOMERSET. INN -
CINEMAT IO * 643-5%4
8 ML RD.SG SLAVERI a1 COOLDGE
LAST WEEK! :]  National Lampoon's
Super K-9 crime-blter! {i| “ANIMAL HOUSE" (R)

Woody Allen Diane Keaton @3

“MANHATTAN” (R)

Mel Brooks S

‘‘BUTCH & SUNDANCE:

THE EARLY DAYS”
(PG)

| Sylvester Stallone  Talia Shire

“ROCKY II”

Continuous Daily Matinees

Red Buttons Jim Backus ® 3

““C.H.O.M.P.S.” (PG)

Richard Chamberlain
“THE LAST WAVE” g
(PG)

All Theatres
Mat. Daily Mon.-Fri,
1p.m. $1.50
Continuous Sat. & Sun. .
AliMacGraw  Dean Paul Martin

“PLAYERS” (PG)

THE EARLY YEARS”
(PG)

Mel! Brooks

“BLAZING SADDLES”
(R)

“CH.OM.P. P.S."(PG) | dally
Daly 453405307209:10 | 2:00-4:30-7:15-9:30
! i STARTS  JACKSON-SEGAL

b

CAS
CINEAAS

2400 S0UTH TELEGRAPH RD.

SenAnc: MALL,, TS
PONTIAC TELEPHONE 332-0231

STEL RO orELVEABETH LARE SOAD. SHOWOHLY,
STARTSFRLJUNE 1S [ ::'s‘}'l. VEFE).('{ . %
“PROPHECY” ] )

q “C.H.OMP.S."(PG) §1

THEMONSTERMOVIE DAILY2-4-68-10 |3

[
145-3,45.5:45-7:45.9:45

BARGAIN MATINEE DAILY]
$1.50 FIRST SHOW ONLY
N “*ALIEN’is a corker, a walloper, a rouser,

ascreecherand aton of fun.”
Gene Shalit, NBCTV

SHOWCASE
S CINEAAS.

35100 VAN DYKE RD, AT 15 M1,
STERLING HTS. PHONE 979-3160

BARGAIN MATINEE DAILY
1.50 -FIRST SHOW ONLY
PR ¥ Uy

Irom the people who gave|
you “The Jazz Singer”

isa

screecherand a
tonof fun”

Gene Shalit, NBC-TV

UNIVERSAL PIGTURE

e $TU0s, o AL

Both Thestres
Closed to the Public .
June 14 only

Starts Fri. June 15
Sylvester Stallone

“ROCKY I (PG)

Starls June 15
Richard Chamberlain

“THE LAST WAVE” [l
(PG) -

“MANHATTAN” (R) z

MATINEES DAILY( O
“THE IN-LAWS” (PG) [l

“THE LAST WAVE”
(PG)

Daily Matinees 1 show 1p.m.
Sat. Sun. Continuous Matinees

Starting Friday 08
John Travoltain =

“GREASE” (PG)

Goldie Hawn in

“FOULPLAY" M3

Mat. Wed. 1 show 1 p.m.

WoodyAllen & Diane Keaton 2

“MANHATTAN" (R) g

Mat. Wed. 1show 1 p.m.

“THE IN-LAWS” (PG) IR

“BLAZING SADDLES” z

"‘BUTCH & SUNDANCE:| s

Woody.Allen & Diane Keaton m=g
“MANHATTAN” (R) Sz 8
Starts Friday g

Pater Falk Alan Arkin
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