| Moral perspectives

State Rep. Claude Trim's bill, recent-
ly introduced to the Michigan Legisla-
ture has evoked considerable contro-
versy.

Dwgned by the Davisburg Demo-

- crat to permit local and state govern-
ments to measure the extent and valye
of tax-exempt property held by church-
es and other non-profit organizations, it
is considered by some first step toward
e tazation of church property.

Others are like Rep. George Cushing-
berry Jr., D-Detroit, who has stated
that” churches own one-third of the.
property in ' Michigan — including
country clubs, camps and big lapd hold-
ing — and exemptions are mixed with
write-offs.

RUTH MILLER

Pioneer
Women

Church musicians

Half-truths are far more difficult to
counter and thus are more dangerous
to public well-being,

Churches do own camps and, land
with timber and I'm sure that the des-
ignation “country-club™ could be as-
cribed to some church-owned property.
But to claim that the churches own
one-third of the land in Michigan is
simply not true.

Tax-exempt land includes all govern-
ment-owned property, federal, state,
county, and local, all parks, hnspn.als,
educational msutuuons. streets “and
roads, all lands owned by non-profit in-
sitations such as Boy Scouts, Girl
Scouts, YM and YWCA and land owned
and occupied by churches.

SEVERAL YEARS ago it was deter-
mined that church-owned land consti-
tuted less than .06 percent of all tax-
exempt property in New York, and

there is no reason to believe it would be |

different in Michigan.

When' Rep. Trim raised the issue of
tax-exemption for such groups as the
Unification Church and the Hare Krish-
na and suggested abuse of tax-exemp-
tion rights by i churches,
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and if Rep. Trim knows of violations he
should give them to the proper authori-
ties.

HB 4177 GATHERS together issues
that most people try to avoid at family
gatherings and church picnics. Politics,
taxes and religion are emotionally
charged issues and thus require an un-
common amount of sensibility and wis-
dom in their of di

he cast words and ideas into the public
mind that are deceptive and mislead-
ing.

Tax-exemption to religious organiza-
tions is provided by law. Violations of
that law are not matters for the legis-

lature of Michigan, but rather the
courts of Michigan.

And abuse of that tax-exemption sta-
tus is likewise not a matter for the leg-
islature. These are judicial concerns

Witnesses plan convention

To compound these highly charged
issues of life with hidden agendas and
half-truths is 2 breach in responsible
leadership.

Neither the churches nor the state of
Michigan should tolerate abuses of the
constitution nor violations of the law.
The integrity of life and our responsi-
bility for justice speak clearly to that.

elect

Birmingham resident Ruth Miller
has been installed president of Greater
Detroit Council Pioneer Women. With
sister chapters thoughout the nation,
the group funds child care centers for
20,000 children in Israel and supports
child care leglslatlon in 12 countries.

Her vice presidents will be Sylvia
Isaacs, Elsie Harold, Margaret Hup-
pert, Alice Ross, Blanche Tuchman, all
of Southfield, Evelyn Noveck of
Detroit; Mary Shuster of Oak Park and
Adeline Salinger of Farmington Hills.

‘The installation took place in the De-
troit Council's headquarters, Labor
Zionist Building, 28555 Middlebelt,
Farmington Hills.
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can join workshop

Sessions on techniques
for adult choirs, teenage
music activities and chil-
dren’s music will be in-
cluded in the summer
workshop for church mu-
sicians conducted by the
Detroit Bible Coliege
June 18 through 23 at
35700 Twelve Mile,
Farmington Hills.

Materials, literature,
keyboard improvisation
and arranging for choral
and instrumental groups
also will be part of the
program. Qualified and
experienced personnel
will conduct the sessions.

For more information
contact the college at
553-7200.

About 25,000 persons
are expected to attend
the four-day convention
of Jehovah’s Witnesses to

Representatives from
174 congregations from
Saginaw and Bay City to

Harry Fetzik, distriot
overseer of Jehovah's
Witnesses .in the Detroit

keynote speech,
“Creation’s Hope — Ea-
gerly Awamng its

But equally clear is our common re-
sponsibility to remain vigilant and con-
stant in our protection of those free-
doms constituted by the state and
granted toall.

Toledo will be on hand area. will present the Realization.”
be held June 14-17 in the for the event.
Pontiac Silverdome.
PONTIAC CENTRAL 1939 ing toa live band. A cash bar is planned.

The Pontiac Central Class of 1939 will have its
40-year reunion Saturday, June 16, in the press
lounge of the Pontiac Silverdome. A social hour
will begin at 6:30 p.m. and dinner will be served at
8p.m.

For reservations call Georganna Donnelly, 673-
2279.

WESTLAND JOHN GLENN 1974
A five-year reunion for the John Glenn High
School class of 1974 is planned Saturday, June 23,
at the Hilton Inn close to Metro Airport. Tickets are
$15 per person for hors d’oeuvres, dianer and danc-

Reservations should be made by June 15 by send-
ing checks or money orders payable to Class of
1974 to Dawn (Williamson) Horn, 457 Forest, West-
land, 48185.

REDFORD THURSTON 1971

The class that graduated from Thurston High
School, Redford Township, in 1971 will gather for a
reunion Sunday, June 24, dawn to dark at “the old
spot” on the Hines Parkway east of Inkster.

Those attending are asked to bring picnic food
and sports eqnlpment and no reservations are need-

“ed.

NEED A DYNAMIC LEADER FOR
YOUR CHURCH OR STUDY GROUP?

Truth Minister from Miami, Florida (A Dr. Norman
Vincent Peale style speaker) Now seeking a Chris-
tian/Metaphysical Congregation in the Detroil area
- Thane Cornell, just recenlly seen on TV2 & 7
news leading a doctors’ and wives® disco dance
seminar at a Birmingham church, is an ordained
minjster and veteran major motion picture & ni-
ghtclub performer, and now desires to affiliate with
or establish a church or teaching center in this area. *
Rev. Cornell is available now for interviews regard-

appearance at your church or club - Call 646-3979
or 646-7300 ext. 271 before noon. Rev. Cornell, a
minister who will also appeal to the youth of your
church - It's Hope For the Fulure!

YYour Inoitation to COORsh

For Church Directory Information
Please Call Sheila 644-1100 Ext. 230
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Worship & Sunday Schoo! 9:3¢ & 11:00 a.m,

“Father, 1979"
Dr. Bartlatt L. Hess

7:00 p.m.
“God's Opportunmn Never Rotire"

Wedriesday 7:30 p.m. - HOUR OF POWER
Alr Conditioned Sanctuary

Prince of Peace Lutheran Church
Missouri Synod
12 Mie & Farmington Roads.
Betind Crowey's

The Rev. RA. St. Plerre - Pastor

Worship & Sunday School 9:30 & 11:00 am.
Sunday Worship 8:00 &.10:15 A.M.

Sunday Schoot and Bible Class 9:00 A.M.

Church Phone: 553-3380

ward Davis

Nursery Provided at All Services

* FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF FARMINGTON. -
. Richard Duncan Pastor - Phone 474-0350
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* Youth uub (Grades 3-9)
» Children and Adutt choirs
* BRle and Prayer Groups
o Nursery

© Pius other activites and pro-
grms for all ages.

1S THIS WHAT YOU
ARE LODKING FOR?

Then a friendiy greeting
awaits you'at the Troy First
United Methodist Church,
6363 L|umols .North ot
Square Lal

Wasl;hln and Chlﬂch Sehool,

3

* CHILD CARE ROOM Sunday 10:15 AM - Wed,

: . Sl §T90667 -

" Blobmeield Hills
Christian Church

The Community House
380 South Baes, Girmingham
Sunday 10:10 AM.
Bidle School
1500 AW, Worship
600 P.M, Praise Service

" Wednesday 7:15, P.M.
Bible Study

645-1202

Christian Siience Churches

FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST. SCIENTI/ T

BIRMINGHAM
191 Chester at Wilkts

SUNDAV SEHVICES.

WEDHESDAY TESTIMUI" MEETING
CHILD CARE ROOM Sunday 10:15 AH - Wai

READING ROOM » 355 East Maple » 644-7935

Open Mon. & Tues. 9:30-5:30 & 7-9
Wed. & Sat. 9:30-5:30, Thurs. & Fri. 9:30-9:00
except Sunday and holidays

FIR}T CHURCH OF CHRIST. SCIENTIST
FRANKLIN-MEADOWIAKE *
Maple at Inkster

DAY TESTIMONY MEETIN

AEADIRG ROBM In Pine Lake Mall » 851-7740
Orchard Lake Rd. at Lone Pine Rd.

Open Mon., Tues., Wed., Sat. 10:00-5:30
Thers, & Fri. 10:00-8:00

All are welcome &t our Church Services
and the Reading Rooms

Church is for Everyone!

@

First Baptist
Church

Bates and Wi, Bemagham, Mk
Rodet G. Modeton, Mawster

ing a pastorship or just a dynamic guest-speaking .“




