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Lawmakers grapple over Ol

By TOM LONERGAN

Nobody called it “special interest”
legislation, but the Michigan”Legisla-
ture recently endorsed a plan that will
affect one persoh — an unidentified
state employee who may compete in ,
the 1980 Olympic Games as a wrestler.

A resolution asked that the state Civ-
il Service Commission grant any state’
employee who -participates in the
Olympics 2 month off at full pay and
fringe benefits.

It passed the House of Representa-
tives on a voice vote without opposi-
tion, but earlier this month had a
tougher time in the Senate, Senators
passed the resolution, 20-15, after a
lively debate concerning the state’s
subsidizing amateur athletes.

TWO UNLIKELY allies, Sen. Doug
Ross, D-Oak Park, a liberal, and Sen.
John Welborn, R-Kalamazoo, regarded
as among the most conservative, led
opposition to the plan.

Road board seeks
SEMTA divorce

‘The Oakland County Road Commis-
sion is banging the drum for the county.
to puli out of the Southeastern Michi-
gan Transportation Authority
(SEMTA). -

In a report released last week, the
road commission proposed the county
establish its own transportation agency
to provide intra-county service.

The road commission declared a
county transportation agency would
provide three times better service in
Oakland than SEMTA does, with no
new taxes. '

THE REPORT was prepared for the
Board of Commissioners Planning and
Building Committee, which in April
asked County ive Daniel Mur-

transit needs of the region,” the road
commission said.

“SEMTA has responded primarily to
the desires of the City of Detroit,” the
report said, adding that Ozkland Coun-
ty’s efforts to develop a regional trans-
it plan “that met the needs of all area
residents equitably” have been ignored,

A SEMTA spokesman said Tuesday
— 14 days after the report was dated
— that “the road commission hasn't
provided us a copy.”

He added “it’s not logical they can
provide three times as much service
for less money than SEMTA can.”

Asked if the road commission had
contacted SEMTA for any background

phy to study the feasibility of a county
transportation agency. The road com-
mission said its report is “input” for
Murphy’s *which isn't expected until
next month,

The county board requested the
study shortly after SEMTA approved a
$1.4 billion regional transit plan that
includes a part-subway, part-elevated
and partsurface light rail system
along Woodward Avenue from down-
town Detroit to Eight Mile Road.

Several county commissioners, who
have twice threatened to pull out of
SEMTA, believe the regional plan
shortchanges Oakland residents.

THE ROAD COMMISSION report
said the regional plan “concentrates 50
, percent of all funds on a gamble to re-
vitalize a short length of Woodward
Avenue.”

The county would gain a larger pro-
portionate share of state'and federal
transportation money through its own
agency, the report said, than that cur-
rently spent by SEMTA within the
county.

“SEMTA has been preoccupied with
rationalizing a capital intensive rapid
transit system and not with the total
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, the SEMTA spokesman
said, “We didn't even know they were
-working on it.” N

THE COUNTY board of commis-
sioners won't do anything with the road
commission report until it gets
Murphy's, according to Commissioner
Richard Wilcox, R-Ortonville, chair-
man of the planning and building com-
mittee. .

“I've_always favored withdrawing
from SEMTA,” Wilcox said, adding
that the creation of an independent
Oakland transportation agency will not

easy.

“We'd have to'have the governor’s
blessing,” he said, noting that Gov. Mil-
liken has supported SEMTA’s regional
plan and subway.

Wilcox added the county’s leaving
SEMTA may jeopardize the $600 mil-
lion the federal government ‘has
promised to get the SEMTA regional
plan off the ground. The government
insists on agreement among seven
southeastern counties on any plan.

MURPHY VETOED a board-of com-

the board.
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Ross, whose district includes South-
field and Farmington, called the pro-
posal “inappropriate in principle.”

. “We've tended to be critical of the
Soviet Union for. sending people who
are not amateurs and are subsidized by
the Soviet government” Ress said.
“The resolution would begin to move us

‘h;wanis something of the same princi-
ple” .

Next year's summer games are in
Moscow, and the winter games will be
in upstate New York,

_Although Ross said Welborn was an
“ironic” ally, he added: “We both tend
to be quite suspicious of delegating too
much authority to bureacracies and are
sensitive on issues of individual rights.”

Sen. Bill Huffman, D-Madison
Helghts, who represents a portion of
Troy, did not vote,

Geake said he didn't think the subsi-

dy argument was valid. “It's very im-
portant to-encourage America's inter-
national standing in every way, includ-
ing the Olympics,” he said. “The state
should do whatever it can to encourage
physical fitness and athleties”
- The resolution was sponsored - by
State Rep. Thaddeus Stopezynski, D-
Detroit, who predicted the civil service
commission would approve the plan,

“It's something we should do for the
country,” Stopezynski said, “If it in-
volved an outrageous number of peo-
ple, I'wouldn't b it”

ALSQ VOTING against the Olympic
plan was ‘Sen. Donald Bishop, R-
Rochester.

Favoring it were Sens. Robert
Geake, R-Northville, who represents
Plymouth, Livonia and Redford, and
William Faust, D-Westland, whose dis;
trict includes Garden City and Canton,

i
Nine other states have approved sim-
ilar plans, Stopeynski said. He hoped
the legislature’s action would encour-
age Yarge corporations to do the same.

ROSS AGREED that the civil service

.commission would approve the Olym-

ple plan. “Since the legislature has to
pay for it, there's little incentive for
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 Breakfast and Dinner
¢ Apartment Cleaning
* Linen Service

* Ongoing Activities

AN ELDERLY PARENT OR FRIEND?

An Adult Community Located at
- 28301 Franklin Road, Southfield, Michigan

Among the Many Services We Offer. ..

and, of course Companionship!

* Attendants on Duty
24 hrs, Daily

* All Utilities
* Chauffeur Service. ...

‘ All apénments are air conditioned
and have kitchenettes.

Come to Our OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY
from 1:00 to 4:00 PM,
...And See For Yourself

S . Call 353-2810 for details
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ympic wrestler’s aid

them (civil service) not to go along,” he
said,

The freshman senator feared the leg-
islature established a principle of as-
sisting any state employee involved in
an amateur contest.

“What if I want to train for the Miss
America contest?” Ross said. “What's
the difference?”

Geake said the endorsement of the
Olympic plan should not be binding o1
any future legislature. . .

& HARBOR COVE

IF YOU ARE PLANNING YOUR SUMMER
VACATION, PLAN TO STAY AT HARBOR COVE -
IN HARBOR SPRINGS, MICHIGAN

Harbor Cove offers a beautiful, sandy, private
beach on Little Traverse Bay, beach club,
heated pool, bicycles, planned activitles

for children, tennis courts on site (and

indodr tennis and racquetball privileges at
nearby Little Traverse Racquet CIubf.

For information on rentals, condominium
sales or timesharing sales, call Michigan
toll-free 1-800-632-7131 or 616-526-2159,
or write Harbor Cove, Box 544,

Harbor Springs, Michigan 49740.

In our Air Conditioned Galleries

ESTATE
AUCTION

Saturday morning, June 23 at 11 a.m.
Sunday afternoon, June 24 at 12 noon

featuring the Estate of

CHARLES HELIN

femoved from the Palmer Woods residence, also
VICTORIAN FURNITURE removed from Charlevoix,
Mich. and unusual

collection of NAVAJO RUGS

including large 8
also G.G. Brown & Other oif paintings, et al

PREVIEWING now until the Auction times
CATALOG;illustrated at the Galleries, $3
Froe Valet Parking for the Sunday auction

Across from Renaissance Center

DuMOUCHELLE Art Galleries Co.

409 E. Jetferson Ave. Detroit Phone 983-6255 & 963-0248
L F. DuMouchelle-Joan Walker-Etnest J. DuMouchsll
Art & Estate Auctioneers & Appraisers
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exclusive features’ B
Selected items are one or two of

‘a kind, discontinued or odd pieces

IN STOCK FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY
COME EARLY FOR BEST SELECTION

SAVE
AT LEAST

30%

WHILE THEY .
LAST

Our warehouse must be cleared. you need mattresses or box springs, now is

“the time to take advantage of this clearance. Every selected item is quality by
' Stearns and Foster. In stock for immediate delivery are 22
pieces of Full Size and 21 sets of Queen Size bedding. -~

pieces of Twin Size, 32

TWIN SIZE START AT *49 each plece
FULL SIZE START AT *69 each piece

QUEEN SIZE SETS START AT *189 set




