Dissidents dominate internal board election

By TIM RICHARD

Homer Case, Bloomfield Tav{mship
supervisor, will join the Southeastern
Michigan Transportation Authority
{SEMTA) board after an easy election
victory in the Southeast Michigan
Council of Govenments (SEMCOG).

Although Case is a member of
SEMCOG's mainstream establishment,
the regional planning agency’s annual
meeting June 21 was marked by strong

icipation from previous dissi
One even won a SEMCOG vice chair-
manship.

Case, a former SEMCOG chairman,
got 70 of the 90 votes cast to win a
three-year term on the transit authori-
ty board.

The remaining votes were split be-
tween Southfield Mayor. Donald Fran-
cassi and Royal Oak City C

ALL THREE candidates for an Oak-
land County seat on the 15-member
SEMTA board - were unfavorable in
some degree to SEMTA’s tentative
plan to put at least part of a Woodward
Avenue Jight rail line underground.

Case replaces Joseph Bianco Jr. of
Bloomfield Hills. Bianco stepped down
after serving‘on the SEMTA board

since it was formed in 1967. A JL."

Hudson Co. executive, Bianco had been
torn between his downtown business in.
terest and his county’s anti-subway
majority.

In a nominating Case, White Lake
Township Supervisor James L. Reid
hailed Case as equal in ability to
Qakland’s other two SEMTA directors
— retired engineer R.J. Alexander and
former publisher Henry M. Hogan Jr.
— and said he represents the county’s
“ i ing areas — the

er Alice Schoenholtz.

Fracassi, now a SEMCOG delegate,
had vetoed his city’s jolning of SEM-
COG several years ago, but council
overrode the veto. Mrs. Schoenholtz ac-
knowledged she has “not always been
the greatest proponent of regionalism.”

townships.” i
Fracassi was nominated by Troy
Councilman Peter Taucher, who said

the Southfield mayor knows transpor-
tation problems and noted the SEMTA
board already has two representatives
from north Oakland. .

THOMAS FEGAN, director of plan-
ning for Washtenaw County, was elect-
ed to another SEMTA seat representing
the four small counties in the region.
He replaces Marilyn Thayer of Ann Ar-
bor who died shortly before her term
expired.

Fegan collected 50 votes, with 18
being cast for Ypsilanti Councilman
Tom Moors and a pair for St. Clair
Township Trustee Jean Tabor.

Washtenaw political leaders drafted
Fegan in a stop-Moors effort, seeing
Fegan as one who would consult them
more closely. Fegan said he was un-
committed on the subway question,
while Moors said he was skeptical and
called the downtown Detroit people
move “a frilly toy.”

Robert Bovitz, mayor of downriver

Trenton, was elected chairman of
SEMCOG, sul Oak Park Mayor
David Shepherd. Bovitz had been a vice
chairman and was in line to succeed
Shepherd, stepping out after the tradi-
tional pair of one-year terms.

In a farewell speech, Shepherd noted
SEMCOG membership stands- at a
record 134,

IN.A MORE significant election, Sa-
line Mayor Donald Shelton won a SEM-
COG vice chairman. Shelton had been a
vocal opponent of SEMCOG's having a
strong role in-the new Area Water
Quality Board.

Oakland delegates, finding the coun-
ty without either the chairmanship or a
vice chairmanship for the first time in
SEMCOG's 11 years, plunked unsuc-
cessfully for Ferndale Councilmember
Dorothy Webb.

Other vice chairmen elected were
Mary Ellen Parrot, treasurer of Shelby
Township in Macomb County; Richard

.

E. Manning, chairman of the Wayne
County Board of Commissioners; Wil-
liam E. Smiley, St. Clair County com-
missioner, and Robert D. Smith, presi-
dent of the Livingston Intermediate
School District.

SHEPHERD SAID the last two years
were the most exciting of SEMCOG's
decade because of such accomplish-
ments as the adoption of a water quali-
ty plan, a regional bikeway plan and
small area forecasts. .

The water quality plan was one im-
portant reason many formerly anti-re-
gional communities joined the seven-
county planning agency. “They want an
audible voice,” said Shepherd.

Fifteen of the region’s most populous
20 cities are SEMCOG members, in-
cluding previously dissident Dearborn,
he said. The five holdouts are all in Ma-
comb County, still an anti-regional
hotbed.

HOMER CASE
Op to SEMTA

SEMCOG LEADERS were quurw
when Oakland County Commissioner
Lillian Moffitt, R-Bloomfield Town-
ship, challenged the dues st.ruc!u.re on
the ground that it appeared to violate
the Headlee tax limitation amendment.
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FOURTH OF JULY CELEDRATION

Remember the tasty roast beel sandwiches, kiscious
dressing-drenched summer ' tossed salad, tart appie pie,
and a cold pop, iced tea or pnk lemonade . . . that mom
served up &t the famiy picnic?
During the hobidays, recapture the taste of en earfier
Ameica. Come often to Sign of the Besfcasver . . . and
save 20% besides.
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It be a picnic and a savings worth remembering!
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our $1,000 sofas and S1,800 sofas
have one thing in common.

Each one is an unusual find.
You see, we don't believe a lower price has to .
mean lower standards. That's why any sofa we sell at
Walter Herz Interiors—regardless of price—has to
Y look good and feel good long after it leaves us and
settles down with you. That's value.
You'd-be surprised how many ﬁeople who now
buy at Walter Herz Interiors once thought our kind of
valué.was beyond their reach.
We're surprised it took them so long to find out.
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