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By BOB GROSS
The Professional Golfer's Associa-

tion (PGA) Championship is much ...

more than a group of players get-
ting together for a few rounds of
golf. It is an event that will have a
dramatic effect on the Birmingham-
Bloomfield area.

The PGA will be held Aug. 1-Aug.
5 at Oakland Hills Country Club in
Bloomfield Township. Practice
rounds begin on Monday, July 30.
Qakland Hills is in the Telegraph-
Mgple Road area, and it is there
that the PGA’s impact will be the
gigatest on local residents and busi-
nesses. An estimated 100,000 per-
sons will come to Oakland Hills dur-
ing; the week as spectactors — and
st will be driving cars,
~Cpt. Ted Spring of the Bloomfield

Township police department said
the greatest amount -of traffic
cdngestion will occur at the inter-
seetion of Gilbert Lake and Maple
(the site of Oakland Hills). Spring
sald. officers will be on duty at the

intérsection from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.
*The officers will direct spectators
to Oakland Hills North Course
‘where there will be parking. Spring
said there will be officers at the
North Course to assist in the park-

ing.

There will be no parking allowed
on the side streets.adjacent to Oak-
land Hills, said Spriqg. :l'he Oakland

Ted Woehrle, the course superin-
tendent at Oakland Hills, said that
there will be room on the North
Course to park 14,000 cars a day.

PARKING IS included in the
price of the tickets, if the tickets are
bought in advance. Tickets are $10
for the practice rounds and $15 for
the cham lnnshlp rounds. Tickets
are available at either Hudson’s or
Sears or can be ordered through the
PGA office at Oakland Hills,

The ticket price also includes a
program.

Spectators at Oakland Hills witl

* find bleachers seating a total of
3,500 persons at the 10th, 12th, 16th,
17th and 18th greens. There will be
15 refreshment stands and 80 com-
fort stations sprinkled over the
course. A first aid station will be lo-
cated on the 18th fairway.

Practice rounds start at 8 am.,
and championship rounds start at
7:30 a.m. Mary Ann Petres, of the
PGA office, said that if spectators

_“want to see everything, they should
get here by 8 a.m.”

While the refreshment stands wilt
be staffed by a private company,
most other work will be handled by
volunteers, More than 700 volun-
teers are expected to work during
tournament week, doing everything
from acting as marshalls, manning
phones in the press tent, to acting as
messengers, according to Petres.

in the area are confi-

County Road ( will post
tow-away zones in those streets.

Spring said that in_addition to
handling traffic control, tfe Bloom-
field police also will handle crowd
control responsibilities. He said that
plainclothes officers will work in
the crowd and watch for pickpock-
ets and sneak thieves.

“We'll handle it basically the
same way we handled it last time
(1972),” said Spring. “We had no
problem then and we don't expect
cone this time.”

dent that the PGA will bring more
customers. Rick Phillips, assistant
manager of the Damman Hardware
store located in the Bloomfield Pla-
2a at Telegraph and Maple, said “I
think it (the tournament) will in-
crease the sale of smaller things.”

“They'll (spectators) be in the
area. . .and things will pop in their
minds, and they'll come over and
get them.

“I would guess it (business) would
go up just a bit."

Beth Cooley, the store manager of
the Metro"News Center, also in the
Bloomfield Plaza, said “I think it
(the tournament) will help our com-
munity tremendously, and 'm very
glad it'll be here.

“It will be great for business.”

Cooley said the store was not
stocking any items speclfically for
the PGA but that it many golf mag-
azines and books already were

stocked. “We've been selling a lot of

them — the tounament coming to
town does draw a lot of interest.”
LORENZ PETERSON, manager
of the Machus Red Fox in the same
shopping center, worked for the res-
tauvrant in 1972 during the last PGA
championship held at Oakland Hills.
Based on his past experience, Peter-
son expects “wall-to-wall people

A

be a 50 percent increase of restau-
rant patron.

““Because we're right across the
street, we're probably the slngle
placé that gets the large increase.”

He does not expect the increase to
put a strain on the restaurant's
staff. The restaurant will handle the
crowds by “ canceling days off. . . .
having people work six days instead
of five.”

Preparation for PGA — it’s more than Just golf

Most of the' other restaurants in
the area can expect to do well dur-
ing PGA week, according to Sue
Miller of the PGA office, because
there will be no dinner service at
Oakland Hills. In addition, raost of
the hotels in the area can expect an
increase in business because of the
influx of players, television and
news persons, and people coming
solely to watch the tournament.

Peterson said there will probably

The l'nh hole at Oakland Hllls Country Club will be somewhat more tion (PGA) Championship moves into the area the end of July. (Photo
congested than in this view’ when the Professional Golfer's Associa- by Allen Schlossberg).
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SNAPPER STOP SHOP &
SAVE

Mows, vacuums,
bags, mulches,
- broadcasts, 3
& shreds.
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*Only $99.
Regular List Price of
$266, reduced by $167.

- Now’s the time to buy a
rugged, fun-to-drive 4-wheel drive
Jeep CJ! Just look what you ve got
-going for you:
® A snug soft top for your CJ-5
or CJ-7 with side and rear
glassine inserts.

@ Roll up flaps on the sides and
‘rear, plus zippered openings in
the doors.

o

HELP US SETA NEW

JEEP (J SALES RECORD
we'll toss in the

T top for only

. Now listed at $99. So, get-the
' best deal of the year, but get™
going fast! This sensational
offer on vehicles delivered

out of dealer stock by

July 10, 1979
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