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By CORINNE ABATT

Since she began assembling archives
for the Detroit Institute of Arts, Mari-
lyn Ghausi of Bloomfield Hills has
made some interestng finds. .

But, none before — and probabl,
none after — will rival her discovery
of Diego Rivera’s working drawings for
his “Detroit Industry” frescoes. They
are on the four walls of the inner foun-
tain court in the museum’s main build-
ing.” - .

Mrs. Ghausi came to the museum in
Mareh of last year to organize the his-
torical records. Intended to be a short
term project, it was funded with a
grant from the National Historical
and Records C

(NHPRC).

It was an ideal job for her because in

addition to seven years experience as

" an archivist, she had specialized in art

history and American history at New

York University’s Institute of ‘Fine
Arts.

As of last October, the archives
project was made a permanent muse-
um department with a staff of two,
Mrs. Ghausi and Claudia Hommel.

THE STEPS LEADING to the dis-
covery of the drawings, called car-
toons, a word that comes from the Ital-
ian “cartone™ meaning pasteboard, in
retrospect, seem logical. .

The idea to organize an archives
came from the museum’s Archives of
American- Art. The grant application
was written from there. .

Fortunately, Mrs. Ghaus had a back-
ground in both art and organizing

archives. In her work at the museum -

she had established that the cartoons
did exist from correspondence between
Clyde Burroughs, then director of the
museum, and Rivera. Burroughs asked
if the museum could keep the prelimi-
nary drawings and Rivera responded
affirmatively, making them a gift.

Up until last April the search to find
the cartoons had been fruitless. But, on
April 28, Mrs. Ghausi went into an
enormous storage room looking for
some architectural drawings.

“I crossed over to the opposite. cor-
ner and I saw rolls eight and nine feet
high wrapped in plain paper — there
‘were no markings. I unrolled a shorter
one on a table. As I did, it passed
through my mind that this must be the
Rivera cartodns. I opened the first one
in a dark room and it was a thrilling
moment,” she said.

If she hadn't known what she was

toons will be diring the 50th anniver-
looking for, the cartoons might still be frescoes in

sary year of the Rivera

there, for the first marks she saw were 1988,
sparse charcoal lines, not images. While it might have been difficult for
Mrs. Ghausi to come back to reality af-
WHEN SHE RETURNED to tell the ¥ ber discovery of the drawings, she
2 has succeeded.
staff and they gathered to watch as the She said that the boxing and labeling

cartoons were unrolled on the floor of
the North Court, Mrs. Ghausi said,
“The pastel was so fresh, it was incred-
ible. This was the first time they had
been unwrapped in 46 years.”

of 500 cubic feet of records in the north
loft is completed and records from
many of the various departments have
been included: .

“I have found some very beautiful
architectural drawings of beaux arts
architect Paul Cret,” she said. “He de-
signed the building and these are beau-
tiful renderings and blueprints of the

SHE ATTRIBUTES their generally
excellent condition to the somewhat
-dark, air-conditioned, cool room and
being well wrapped for storage.

The cartoons contain the drawings

ing.”
for nine of the total 27 panels, Some °Vginal bullding
are several are black, red . )
and brown chalk. Rivera used his col- NEXT NOV. 29, there will be an ex-

hibition of the archives in the director’s
reception area, open to the public, “to
show the things we've found,” Mrs.
Ghausi said. “The archives contain the

ors for the drawigs of the two nude
fertility figures — and with these he
achieved a warm lush sepia.

Traditionally, fresco artists attached
their working drawings to the walls
and used them for tracing. Rivera, Mrs.
Ghausi said, placed another sheet over
these, traced on that and then trans-
ferred the line to the walls.

“These cartoons are working draw-

" Rivera rediscovered by archivist

records of the museum from the begin-
ning and show how it fynctions. We've
been collecting a lot of photographs of
the collections and the first building.”

The earliest records date from 1876,
She said there are also papers relating
to the Detroit Art Association of 1879,
the group which gave rise to the De-
troit Institute of Arts. Al of the papers
of the first directors have been found
and labeled.

It may sound like a tedious profes-
sion to some, but it suits Mrs. Ghausi
perfectly. In fact when she and her hus-
band, Mohammed, dean of engineering
at Oakland University, go to China lat-
er this year, she’s hoping to be able to
see some of the seldom-visited archives
of the Orient.

The couple have two daughters
Nadjya, 16, a student at Andover High
School and Simine, 15, who just com-
pleted her final year at West Hills Jun-
for High.- -

Tedmansy

ings, not the same as the frescoes.
There were some changes,” she said.
“There was an exhibit of them In 1933
and then they disappeared.”

‘The museum staff feels these are the
only omes Rivera did. Satisfied with
them he went ahead without making
more. Apparently he decided he had
the proper scale and approach and
could work from his smaller sketches
well enough.

- ARTISTS CUSTOMARILY do the en-
tire fresco on paper in the colors it will
appear on the wall. Rivera, however, a
master of his art, made a color chart
for the chemist to follow for mixing
pigments and left the rest to his own
judgment. In frescoes the paint is ap-
plied while the specially prepared plas-
ter is still wet. The ar#ist must work
quickly and surely before the paint
dries and becomes part of the wall.

The cartoons were on public display
for two days last week. The estimate is
that it will take the conservation staff
about a year, working full-time, to
clean and mount them properly. Space-
wise, they also present problems — the
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Your muffter can have an elfect on your gas mileage.

Take @ Walker muliler. Over the years, it helps
your engine run efficiently...which means you get
the most for your gasoline dollars.

‘Why? Because Walker designs exhaust! systems
for each individual car. A Walker system actually
helps your car perform at its best.

So see us for a Walker muffler...and get a
sound investment for your
gasoline dollar.
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largest is nine feet high and 26 feet
wide, -
e next public showing of the car-
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But everyone has questions.

When you have a question about cancer, no matter how big,
or how small, call us toll-free. We answer hundreds of ques-
tions every day. And we'dlike to answer yours.
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It a great halrcut that fits your
personality and lifestyle (s Im-
portant then you'il want to know
about Pyrametrics. No . two
heads are exactly the same, so
Pyrametric halrcuts are never
the same. ) .
Here's how we use your head as
a gulde. Your head is divided
into sections which serve as
guldelines. Each of fhese -sec-
tlons Is cut to perfectly rest on
the one balow, a lot like building
a brick wall. Sectlon 1, the nape

’ .

The Pyralﬁstrlv Cut makes thin halr_la,ak} thicker.

- Your halr will fall naturally, need

.We'll show you how. to use your

coupon

. $3off .

your first
haircut
oxpires July 5

of your neck and up around your
ears from the flat:area. This Js
the support system for Section 2,
your crown, which is cut to re-
flect the roundness of Its shape.
The resuits are superb.

minimum care. And an added
plus, Pyrametric hair looks thick-
er and fuller. It can be cut lofig or
short, can be curly or straight,
but It will-aiways be right for you. |

head:..withPyrametrics.
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Signing up for our “Greenview Get Rich Plan:‘
is a wise decjsion, Especially if you want
your lawn to look hcall‘hy. wealthy and green.
Ask us about it. We guarantee it will work. I .
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