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On balance?

Buckner Gibbs and Kristin Reeves-Beauchamp will appear in
Wayne State University’s Hilberry Theatre production of Alan Ayck-
bourn’s farce-comedy “Absurd Person Singular” opening Thursday,
July §, at 8:30 p.m. for a two-week run. This play, by the author of
“How the Other Half Loves” and “Bedroom Farce,” deals with the
rise and fall of three vastly diffcrent married couples and their at-
tempts to keep their balance in a changing world. Ticket information
on this and other shows in the Hilberry Summer Theatre Festival are
available at the Wayne State Theatre box office, phone 577-2972.

Carillon bells ring
at freedom festival

Rells will be ringing when the
world’s largest musical instrument, the
Pepst Carillon, comes ta Detralt to en-
1ertain during the 1979 Detrolt-Windsor
International Freedom Festival.

The mobile carilton, covering {hree
muslcal oclaves, conslsts of 35 branze
hells tuned chromaticatly and played
manually by means of levers from a
console,

The largést bell Is & middle € welgh-
ing nearly 600 pounds, with the tolal
welght of he 85 hells nesrlng 4,000
pwunds. Thie curtllon Is transporied on &
apecially deadgned Irafler,

Hlnea Mareh 1076, the carillon hoy
Toured 260,000 miles, perforinlog
America’s fuyorlle lined for 3,000
ape-ulr soncerta In pearly 809 itfen
aned b slufes

Th anly pentubla cuMlon (s Aer)-
ca, hes Payn) €ar Wi 1o Vdnthen) b un
Lt iment which ardinully wonld e
plueel t » ball lower or conpentle
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Mayors open

the youngest person ever to receive the
caveted diploma from the Royal
Nettierlanda Carillon Schoal.

Welstein was the first Amerlcan 1o
achieve firsl place In two natlonal
competitions, the National Playing
Competitlans spansared by the Dutch
Carillon Soclety In 1973 and 1074, us
well as the 1077 Tuternational Carillon
Campetition in Tie), Holland,

In 2077, he was namgd {he second
Amerlean and only the fifth ewrillon-
nieur W receive the Prix d'lixeellence
award, presented by the Dutih Govers-
aenl to honor world-renawied card)-
annenrs,

Phe conce ld wre sponsored us w b
Moz sepylee by Papiel-Cola Hotthag Cu.,
of Detrall and e Detrald biteyullona)
Vreednm Beatyut Connilics.

Coer 4 wild Luba placa al e Hupl
ugs Pyl durtg o fextiva) which
sunn from Fidday, Dons 30 Viatneaduy,
hily 4,

Fur r?m,-llh: bt abdon ol uecd Dl
It natinnud Frsidmn Kentlyul uifie
wl Unu g

fey

tival

al Detroi’s Hart Plaza

Petpiill ugmy Colpun A Lo
wd Vi Mayir Mt Yerbu wil]
nitledually et Hin 3ial npmal Dty ol
Yitwdany Interptinnet ¥ysordim Foal)
val wl downlosn Detonll’s psw i

VRELSRASEIRAY

J BN

I

i THE DRRI
HUNTER

fiatty Halhyse

144), Nt
it
Navai Dinye
aWosk

nANN

403000/

Mmu
o

i Hown up]mn}‘l)v:;‘{, ;'i ‘lfm '(m(
MOUHTAIR IACICS
REGTAURANT

SPINAKER

FEA CORING LI HORRT AL
i l:lu “ ?[/1 1)

gl

).
o B

I'IIUI'IIN'V
HATEN iy
[ANLARL

Hogiti a4 Hask
aithig Athmstfong

moon nanen Y R

mnmlli Hith lu)u i

‘llmnltv Hutro
Mutire Hhow"

’Vr.. .‘4. s

il ly wu»{ o ey Wi

Pl s Paiibu g, duigivs 04, wh b 30 g

Vi Vo s reyspminy will o w fou
e TR R U
Vepid Ol

”I ’
m?/ﬁ;;{r Kr'niu
iy (it R

IR TRy

th’n Ann
for m
vol one

fi .,.n
mu‘muuh alf 1 oti
Hitkiew yiuig n-lhllml
”um ot MM
(A i, bl

""'"f Hinditt s w /
'Imu iy m‘myln

inlwil 1Ry

ral

/l'

o i1l inprighil

-

fut afl i il /
{nwn L, wis it uu

onina tiond dhans of (HHIE RIS 101t

HR (rupha
Atibitg Mol

Concert builds in excitement

By MARK E. GALLO manifested itself in the second half of
the program.
The Detroit The ic Gershwin was a prol-

(DSO) reaffirmed that it is indeed one
of the strongest musical organization in
the country with the Meadow Brook
Musle Festival ‘Sunday Pops Series
opener in Baldwin Pavilion.
Celebrated American composer, the
* late George Gershwin, was the toast of
the evening for the concert dubbed
“That’s Music by George!” Under the
baton of Michael Tilson Thomas and
featuring renowned planistic whiz Earl
Wild, the DSO's program covered five
major works by Gershwin in 120 min-
utes, It's safe to say that no one left
disappointed.
Performing for a near-capacity.
- crowd on the Oakland University cam-
pus near Rochester, Thomas, Wild and
company played a very short first set

comprised of the overture to “Let 'em_

Eat Cake" and the 1925 concerto in F
for Piano. The evening's excitement

ific composer of both popular song and
symphonic masterworks during the
very brief period of 1919-1937. ?:enain-
ly the song most clm)y identified with
is his “Rhapsody in Blue,” which
comhined his two musical fortes.
Premiered at New York's Aeolian
Hall in 1924 with the Paul Whiteman
Orchestra, “Rhapsody in Blue” was the
sang that allegedly “made a lady out of

F‘mm the opening clarinet passage
Sunday evening, a nearly tangible aura
of excitement hung over Meadow
Brook.

The former Buffalo Philkarmonic
conductor Thomas seemed somewhat
at odds with the score and with his
charges. Earl Wild, on the other hand,
seemed entirely at ease with the piec-
es. No stranger to Gershwin; he has to
his eredit a Gershwin-inspired compo-

sition entitled “Fantasy on Porgy and
Bess.”

The many soloists were exquisite, es-
pecially concertmaster Gordon Staples,
though none could compare with the
sheer brilliance. of Wild. His hands
were a delight to behold; happily gal-
lupmg up and down the keyboard, danc-
ing across each oﬁ:er]nr taking full
sweeps across the keys,'hig diction and
execution were impeccable.

The closing number, with Wild
absent, was the 1928 “American in
Paris,” a beautiful sketch of American-
ized impressions of the 1920s gaiety
that was Paris for Gershwin.

The symphony, again, gave it all it
deserved, thmlgh it seemed that Thom-
as was not in the same space they
were. His extroverted stage presence
seemed entirely out of character for
the dignified DSO, although in fairness
it must be mentioned that past collabo-
rations have_ been resoundmgly sue-
cessful.

Review

1 suspect the DSO is more at ease
with less flambouyant conductors,
which may be why so many simple
cues were missed and oceasional slop-
piness shown through.

Most outstanding on the lmal selec-
tion was the five-piece percussion sec-
tion. These gentlemen have to be
among the best in the world. Their ac-
cents were always exactly on time, hu-
morous and tasteful as they were in-
tended to be. .

Overall, this tribute to one of Ameri-
ca’s greatest composer/songwriters
was a fun-filled, exciting evening hint-
ing at things yet to come. Hopefully
more comfortable pairings of conduc-
tors with material will make the sea-
son 100 percent Meadow Brook par.

Crowd of 600,000 expected

More than 600,000, people from De-
troit and Windsor areas are expected to
watch the 21st annual Freedom Festi-
val Fireworks, beginning at 9:55 p.m.,
Friday, June 29, on the Detroit River.

Made possible again this year by a

“grant from Hudson’s and Stroh's, the
display will consist of sevén tons of col-
orful fireworks, fired from four barges
anchored In the river, The barges will
be midway between the American and
Canadian shores, opposite the Vercrang
Memoria) Building, Cobo Hall and Ford
Auditorium.

All possible vantage poinls along
both sldes of the river will be cleared
to accommodate people wishing lo
walch the firewarks. The river will be
closed to all commerctal traffic be-

tween the Ambassador Brndge and
Belle Isle. In case of

show. We also. schedule lhe thunderous
fireworks he said. “We

weather, the fireworks will be delnycd
24 hours to Saturday evening, June 30.

“We have been planning this event
since we concluded the corresponding
fireworks display last year,” said Art
Wright, Hudson’s dircctor of spectal
events.

“ASTWATCHED that event, I made
notes of the crowd’s reaction to the col-
ors, noise and novel features,” Wright
sald. “Only by noling the ooh’s and
aal's can we know what the people
Ilke, and then develop displays more
enjoyable than (hose of preceding
years."”

“Iach year, we ca
noveity shells so the

cfully space the
‘s no Jull in Lhe

Band gives noon concert

One of the nation’s most unusual mil-
itary music corps will perform at noon,
Monday, July 2, at Delroit's Hart Plaza
Amphithealre as part of the Interna-
tional Freedom Festiva) uclivitles.

The C. W. Dickerson Bugle, Fife und
Nrum Corps Is one of the few all-hlack
troupes of J1s kind. The 30-member uni-
formed hund from New Rochelle, N.Y.,
will demonstrate precision marching lu
e souads of ancienl und modern mili-
lnry musle.
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The group, founded in 1929 a3 a Boy
out troop, was named ufter the first
Wlack pilot at Selfridge Air Force Buse.
A memorial cancert will he played at
the airfleld in honor of €. W. Dickerson,

Othier publie performances in he De-
Troit area will e st Dearborn's Green-
fiehd Village Sunday, July 1, and at
Detrolt’s Fort Viagne in an Independ-
ence lve Concert.
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don't want to have too long a gap with-
out a racket, or the show will lose its
momentum.

“Lastly,” he said, “we build to a cres-
cendo to knock the people off their
seats, They really enjoy our finales.”

Jim Sorgl, president of Amcrican
Fireworks Co., heads a crew of 26 peo-
ple who set off the fireworks, Coincl-
dentally, his firm is based in Hudson,
Obio,

Consistently one of the highlights of
the six-day Freedom Festival, the
nearly hour-long fireworks display this
year will cap a day's activities which
will include a 160-mile race by large,
off-shore race boats and an exhibition

by the War Birds of America, featuring

World War If aircraft.
Events at the Hart plaza, starting at

noon and running up to fireworks time,

will Include music by the New McKin-
ney Cottonpickers Band, strolling bar-
bershop quartets, and banjo players.
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