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Thursday, June 28, 1979

Fosters fathers’ cause

Judge stumps for paternal custody rights

By SHIRLEE IDEN

They can't get pregnant or bear a
child, but they're l?renu just the same.
A feisty Oakland County judge told 2
group of fathers, st and a

He incurred the wrath of feminists
unofficially and Oakland County NOW
officially in his controversial decision
two years ago concerning' Dr. Don
Krohn, who was accused of second de-

the judiciary to support our cause,” he
said. “He always said that children are
never divorced from their parents.”

A STANDING ovation greeted the

few children on Thursday evening, they
must fight for fathers’ rights,

g to a gathering nt about 80
persons at the Adlai Stevenson School
in Southfield, Judge William Beer, told
an Equal Rights for Fathers group that
custody should not be awarded accord-
ing to gender.

“Every female will not automatical-
ly be a good mother,” ke said to loud
applause.

The father's equality group, which
encompasses Wayne QOakland and Ma-
comb County, is part of a growing
movement battling for what they call
their constitutional rights.

While most persons hark back to “in-
alienable rights” once a year on July 4,
those involved in the battle for their
parenlal rights are fighting a daily bat-

And because each movement needs
its hero, William Beer has become
larger than Iife to the embattled
fathers,

The septuagenarian judge, a member
of the circuit bench for 20 years since
his appointment by the governor, is no
stranger to controversy.

He found Dr. Krohn not guilty of the
criminal ‘charges against him after
hearing testimony that the doctor suf-
fered amnesia as a result of stress and
alcohol. .

More recently, the judge attempted
to overcome legal restrictions against
his running for re-election because of
his age.

Judge Beer, who has presided over
many divorces in his years on the
bench, became a hero to the those sup-
porting fathers’ ,rights when he an-
nounced this spring that he would pre-
side over no divorce involving children
whele joint custody was not consid-

For this stand the Equal Rights for
Fathers group made him their “Man of
the Year” and presented him with a
plaque Thursday evening.

“It's a ‘milestone for us to have a
judge come to our homegrounds,” said
Alan Lebow, president of the group, in
introducing Judge Beer.

Lebow admitted prior to the speech
that to the group, most lawyers and
judges are the enemy.

*“Judge Beer is the first member of

'

Property tax relief

State Senator Doug Ross, D-Oak
Park, recently introduced the Property
‘Tax Instant Relief Acts in the Michigan
State Senate.

“These measures would provide hun-
dreds of thousands of homeowners with
their property tax relief when they
need it ~ when their properly taxes
are due, not months later,” Ross said.

The bills allow homeowners to use
their state property tax credit to pay
thelr loca! treasurer. Currently home-
owners must pay their total property

« tax bill and wait for the state {o pro-
cess their paper work and send the
property tax relief check, often months
later,

“We must stop designing systems
that meet only the needs of bureau-
crats and start meeting pcnplu
needs,” explained Ross.

“At this time, the state docsn't re-
lieve anyonc's property taxes. We
reimburse people who have already
survived the property tax bite.” .

Michigan paid more than $300 mil-
lion in property tax relief in 1977 that
benefited nearly a million and a quan
ter houscholds.

For senior citizens, the state pays the
first $1,200 of their property tax bill if
their income is below $3,000. Seniors
with incomes between $3,000 and
$6,000 pay a percentage of their in-
‘come in property taxes and the state
pays the balance of up to $1,200. If a
senfor citizens' income is more than
$6,000, he pays up to 3.5 percent of his
income in property taxes and the state
pays up to $1,200 of the remalnder of
the property tax bill,

FOR NON-SENIORS, the state pays
60 percent of any property tax bill In
excess of 3.5 percent al the person’s
income,

“Unfortunately, many people who
are cliglble for property ax credils
don't know about them and the moncy
arrives long after they've struggled to
pay the tax. These bills cover the sce-
ond problem and hopefully a simpler
system will be used by more cligible
property taxpayers,” Ross sald. ,

Under the bills, a homeowner who is
cligible for a property tax relief credit
could authorize their clly treasurer to
draw the eredit directly from the Mich-

hite-haired judge before he had
uttered 2 word.

“In Oakland County,” he began, “one
out of three are certain to be divorced
and with thousands of children
involved, : :

“What this country really needs is
not just Mother’s Day and Father’s Day
but Parent’s Day to recognize the act-
ing of mothers and fathers together.

« “The dissolution of marriage
shouldn't end the role of either parent.”

Judge Beer said his support of joint
custody is based on a feeling that his
first concern must be the child.

“The child suffers most in divorce,”
he said. “A couple can be divorced
from themselves, but as long as there
are’ children, they can never be di-
vorced as parents.”

He said the interest of both parents
must be sustained to make decisions
about whether young peopl® should
smoke or drink and other decisions.

' “As divorce stands now, a father can
be a frustrated bystander, and this of-
ten means a great deal of anger,” he
said. “Joint custody may relieve antag-
onism and prevent children from be-
coming pawns,

“The saddest cases to see in any
court are those where children are
dragged in. Joint custody gives kids the
assurance they still have both parents.”

Pointing out that children in divorce

cases automatically become wards of .

the court, Beer said no judge can really
exercise authority intelligently over all
of those children.

“JOINT CUSTODY reminds the new
married partner that they have nothing
to say about the child of the firs{
marriage,” he said. “A new spouse can
at best be a friend.”

The judge emphasized that the courts
cannot foree joint custody on parents,
that it is offered as an alternative tc
single parent custody.

“My heart has been twisted many
times in divorce cases where there
were children,” he concluded. “Let’s
hope for equal rights for fathers.”

As it had begun, Judge Beer’s talk
ended with a standing ovation.

No questions were allowed as the

_judge explained he is not permitted to

givelegal advice.

For Mahlon Green of Walled Lake,
what Judge Beer said made good sense.
One of a group of 150 persons who
marched in the rain in Washington on
Father's Day, Green said his rights as a
parent have been violated.

“This is the first meeting I've attend-

aim of Ross’s bills

igan state treasurer. The homeowner
would only have to pay the difference
between the property tax rélief credit
and their property tax bill — if there
was any.

“The properly Tax Instant Relief
Acts will insure that no senior citizen in
Michigan will be forced out of his or
her home by rising property taxes.
Combined with the state's present
property tax laws, this proposal will
provide senfors with Ironclad property
tax inflation protection,” Ross said.

“To asslst taxpayers with their up-
coming winter property tax bills, these
bills must be passed by Jate Septem-

ber.”

Ross indicated that he was confident
that the deadline could be met.

“The Michigan Democratic Party
passed a resolution at the last conven-
tion supporting this kind ‘of-proposal.
I'm confident the Democrat Party will
help to move the measure quickly
through the Legislature,”

The Oak Park Democrat also said he
wag heartened by the slrong committ-
ment to the bill by the other Democrat-
Ic members of the Senate Finance com-
mittee, Chairman Gary Corbin, D-Clio,
and Gilbert DiNello, D-East Detroit,
who have co-sponsared Uhe bills,

Griswold earns DVM

John D. Griswold of
Farmington  Hills  has
carned a doctor of veteri-
nary medicine degree
from Miohigan State
University's: College of
Veterinary Medicine,

He was among 86 stu-

dents to recelve the
degree, He Is the son of
Mr. and Mrs. Richard ¥.
Griswold, 32247 Bon-
nethill Farmington Hills,
He is a 1973 graduate of
North Farmington High
School.

EL-ANRE UANES
10¢ SALE

Pay 10¢ for the 3rd game when the first 2

games are paid at REGULAR prices - (based
on 3 games per individual)

EVERY SATURDAY o/$

-Good any time other than league play -
Call for reservations
24001 ORCHARD LAKE ROAD o 476-1550 « FARMINGTON

Our pools

mean good
clean fun...
7-days a week.

Your pool will always be ready for you to enjoy. Because we can
build our pools with the fantastic Arneson Pool-Sweep®
automatic pool cleaner installed.
The Arneson Pool Sweep keeps your pool sparkling clean 7-days
a week. So yow'll spend your time
swimming in a sparkling clean pool.-
Let us show you how Inexpensively
you can OWn your own pool - and keep
in sparkling clean completely
automatically.

ARNESON
Poo! Sweep'
call u‘c for an appointment today.

WAGNER POOLS
iINC.
- |

26t Anolversary, Since 1934
The 3ign of Quallty Pool Conntruction

FINANCING  (ipow 20435 W 8 o it (5]
) Nadlod, Mich. 48240
A'VAILAHLE Sl Loonoa 4204 r__m
HAS. MO, FII. 6.8 i
menanue  KE 5-3562 |

PLAY TENNIS IN YOUR BARE FEET!

BACKYARD LAWN TENNIS COURTS are NOW AVAILABLE.
Imagine — this year playing tennis on a USTA regulation size
court in your own backyard ON A NATURAL SURFACE OF
GRASS! And at an affordable price. Lawn courts are in use
today at some of.the most prestigious tennis clubs —includ-
ing Wimbledon in England. Ask for brochure. Four sizes to

s ch from.
%™ ¢J) RAM TENNIS COURTS
A e Livonia, MI.
Free estimates \
Call 464-8027
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HAVE SOME sour cream kicking around

it with beaten

o use the Olmerver &
l‘,cul\lr ic (.Innmﬁcd Ady often,

OAKLAND COUNTY ROAD COMMISSION

NOTICE OF DESIGN STUDY REPORT
APPROVAL
BY
THE FEDERAL HIGHWAY
ADMINISTRATION FOR
TEN MILE ROAD AND GRAND RIVER
. INTERSECTION
IN THE CITY OF FARMINGTON HILLS
* PROJECT NO. 2773014
‘The Oakland County Road Commission has successfully completed the Location and
Design Study Repart for the wideniog of Ten Mile Road to flve (5) lanes with curb and

gutter from 196 to Grand River Avenue, and the wldenlng and realignment of the
‘Ten Mile Road/Grand River Avenue intersection.

Notlce is hereby given, as requlred by Federal Aid Highway Program Manual 7-7-5,
that approval of the-Location and Deslgn Study for the above described
project was received on May 24, 1976. l'lecelpl of auch approval by the Federal
Highway Administration and the Michigan Department of Transportation signals the
start of the construction phasa of this project. The Oakland County Road Commission
will now proceed to fInal design, right-of-way acqulsition and construction.

. The Locallon and Deslgn Study Report, the fina] Environmental Assessment, and all
backup materlsls aro avalable or publlc lnspection and eopying at the Oakland

County Road Comumizalon offices, 31001 Lahser Road (at 13 Mile nom), Beverly

Hills. Thay are avallahle betwoen the bours of 8:00 A.M. and 4:45 P.M.
BOARD OF COUNTY ROAD
COMMISSIONERS

Fred D, loughten, Chatrmnn
Jobs I, Gnav, Ir,, Vice Cuairinan
Richard V, Vogt, Commissloner

Iy Juba L, Qrubba, Mukuying Direclor
oblish: Juna B0, fO73

ed, but I picketed years ago for equal
rlghls for fathers,” he said. “The
Friend of the Court took my rights of
parenting away when my children
were young.”

David Kruger of Southfield said he
was the same as any other man at the
meeting — unhappy.

“I have three children and the custo-
dy of one right now. P'm in the middle
of a fight to get the custody of the other
two," he said.

“THERE ARE situations  where
there’s a clearcut case of the woman
not being the best parent and still they
get custody,” he said. “A man has three
strikes against him in custody cases.” :

Kruger said the way things are now,
a man winds up divorced from his chil-
dren as well as his wife.

“One of our goals is to move divorce
and custody out of the court system
and an adversary situation,” he said,

Although parenting problems are af-
fecting them right now, Debbie and
Rick Simon can't even afford a family

Exposed Aggregate Patio Stone
Textured P.S. (Non-Skid)
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@ Sand & Gravel Deliveries

@ Landscape timber “treated”
@ Marble Chips “Deco Stone”
@ Mesita Stone “Flower Rock"
@ Pre-Cast Steps

® Ready Mix Cement and Mortar
@ Flagstone & Sandstone material
@ Cement tools for the homeowner
@ New - Interlocking brick pavers
@ Now- Link Log Barbeque
Fireplaces

of their own.

The Redford Township couple, who
have been married two years, pay $150
each week in child support for Simon’s
two daughters, £0 and 12, from a previ-
ous marriage,

“We can't afford our own child and
the ex-wife is giving us problems on
visitation as well, " Mrs. Simon said.
“One gir} was vety ill in the hospital,
and the mother told her she’d never let
her see her father again.”

She said her husband has been denied
isits to the girls or even the privilege
of speaking to them on the phone.

ALAN LEBOW, the rights group
president, said the, tri-county group
‘was put together in March of this year.
Declining to state what their paid
membership is, he said they have a
mailing list of about 500.

“We have no national group, but
there are about 240 groups organized
around the country,” he said.
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D’Marlin's

Rugs & Floormg
Sale

Name Bran

Al Mo-Wax Viny! Floors
Congoleum,
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YuenWed.

IU's that time agaln, Mother Nature's changing her
Ttooring. We hear It's going to be a deep pile bright
green carpet 1his season. We are following her lead
,and are oflering these fantastic annual Summer sav-
ings in carpeting, rugs and flooring. But hurry, our
sale only lasts for one week only,

d Carpets
A hmlﬂnn Nothing Held Back

s - Roow Stze Remaants ¢
tmported & Domestic Area Rugs

Entire Seiection of Hardwood
tncludes Bruce & Chickasaw

imported & Domestic Ceramic Tite

Armstrong & Mannington
ONE WEEK ONLY

Installation At Additional Cost.

We cover interlors

FREE DESCH CONSATANTS

an ornmj mv:r ‘rarmington z'/: MW Of Farnina) on 141
Mon-Y| I

10 to 50X off

40 to 60% OFF

20 to 50% OFf
Flooring 10X OFF

20X OFF
10 to 30% OFF
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