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Creatlng fireworks show is like conducting

By RKATIE KERWIN'

Planning a  fireworks display is
Something like orchestrating a full-
fledged o to Arthur

shells are from Japan, Italy, China}
Germany and South America,” he satd,
“You have to allow time for them to
get here by boat.”

C

opera,
Wright, L. Hudson special events di-
rector and the man in charge of the
> Festival fireworks.

“The whole show is looked at from a
sease of color and sound and novelties.
Tke way you put these together creates

ditferent kinds of shows,” he said. “We
try o vary the moods.

“You try to create some bighs and
lows, some louds and softs, some
bnghh and not-so-brights — otherwise
it gets monotonous” Wright said.

Even 40 minutes of bang- -bang-bang
can be boring, unless you vary it with
sound and color and combinations.” Al
those factors are meticulously charted.

“Color spreads, bursts of all- -gold or
all-red, are plotted,” the ‘Troy resident
said. “T also chart for sound.”

Not all fireworks fizzle, whistle or

*POp. “A lot of them just poof. There’s a

definite let-down in the show if for a
long period there is no sound. Poof,
mf poof geh to be old hat after about

Tlmlng is also important, he said,
and the shells are fired faster as time
goeson.

“We start with a nice, easy pace and
build up with time to the crescendo
which is the finale, With all that sound
and color, there’s so much excitement
you feel like the world is coming to an
end or somelhlng " Wright's face mir-
rors the expression of a youngster
viewing his first fireworks display,
when describing the show he has coor-
dinated for 21 years.

Strol's Brewery co-sponsors the pyro-
technic display.

WRIGHT'S JOB begins in January
with programming and placing ardeu
six months in advance. “Many of the

P don't stockpile
they are made only on order. James
Sorgi, owner of Ameri

THE FIREWORKS ARE shot off
{rom three floating stations. Armnging
to hire the necessary barges keeps
Wright biting his nails right up until the

last minute, he said.
“It's usually two weeks ahead before
T can be — and that's only

Co., makes most of the shells for the
Dﬂrolt show. But Wright said he is al-
ways on the lookout for spectacular,
unusual and safe foreign fireworks.

“Many muntrlu bave their own

he said. Te
passed from father to son, are “devel-
oped and refined, almost like fine rugs,
to the point where the teehannu are
jealously-guarded secrets,

Each fireworks shell is handmade,
“It lasts only a few seconds,” Wright
said, “but every star you see up there is
labarinn.lly hand-packed so that when
it explodes, you would see a perfect
ball in the sky.

“They're real works of art,” he said.
“le luve to admire them when you
see it

Ranging in size from four to 12 inch-
es in diameter, each shell explodesina
sphere of up to three city blocks across,
Wright said.

“Each one of those shells (when
exploded) is as big across as the tallest
office building downtown.” Those larg-
er gl cost several thousand dollars
apiece, he said. “In edch flight, there
could be dozens of those shells,” but he
declined to discuss the cost of the en-
tire display.

“But the easlest half of the show is
the fireworks themselves,” Wright add-
ed. “The most difficult part Is the me-
chanics of staging the shows."”

The coast guard, Army engineers,
police and fire departments in Detroit
and Windsor- and riverfront festival
committees must be contacted. Be-
cause the river is blocked during the
hreworts, shipping companies must be

alerted 60 days in advance.
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reasonably — sure how many I can
get.”” Barge owners are reluctant to
promise the ships far in advance, hop-
ing to get a more profitable hauling job
for the same time.

“They’re not glamorous in any sense
to look at but those barges cost from

. $10,000-$250,000 to rent,” Wright said.

Occastonally, Wright has found himself
short a few barges at the last minute.
Then he takes a scavenging trip along
the waterfront.

“I've had to look up and down the

‘rlver for a barge like we needed. Then

T'd go knock on doors and ask when the
barges were free.”

One such ship was loaded with ma-
chine parts for St. Louis. But it wasn't
due to leave until after the fireworks.
“The stevedores worked all night to un-
load it. We used it and then it was re-
loaded immediately and took off for St.
Louis a few hours after.”

Twenty-six workers are needed to
put on the show. Three men fire the
shells as the rest load, clear and reload
the mortars, “If sparks were left in the
mortars, the next shell would prema-
turely ignite,” Wright said.

cautions are the main reason. “There
Just can't be too many safety factors,”
he said.

SOME YEARS, WRIGHT is on the
mein barge during the show. “It's im-
portant that all the people involved in
designing the show know what's going
on out there.”

But, from the barge, a viewer does
not get the full effect of the show.
Shells are encased in paper bags. The

propelling charge sends the shell about
600 feet into the sky, Wright said. But
that charge and the bag covers only go
about 50 feet of the way.

“There Is a continual rain of brown
paper bags and burning sparks around
the barge.” Clouds of smoke
the barges as the shells are set off, ob-
seuring the view, Wright said. “Also,
there's 1,000 feet between the barges,
80 you can’t see both sides.”

So Wright stands on shore some
years, watching the display from dif-
ferent vantage points. He follows the
show’s progress on paper and in the air.

“I listen to the reaction of the

+ crowd,” he sald. “This is how we deter-

minne pretty much what people like, so
we can design the next show with bet-
ter guidelines.”

Adults tend to prefer the blossoming
color spreads, he said. “Children like
the novelties.” Wright has his own
favorites, of course.

“Because I know the romance of

shells we fire and the most perfect.”

‘Wright said he sometimes overhears
more than oohs and ahs, while listening
1o crowd reactions. “I pick up com-
ments from parents: ‘Can you imagine
somebody being paid to do this?"”

Most watchers underestimate the
complication involved in preparing the
buge display, he sald. “Most peaple
don’t realize how much goes into it.
They think it's just a matter of going
out and lighting a few fuses,”

Wright enjoys the fireworks, but with
a few reservations.

“] certainly look forward to it, but
my most relished moment is when it’s
over and has been done safely and been
2 good show,” he said. “! feel the re-
lease of a lot of pressure.”

Safety worries are always in the
back of his mind, he admitted. “There's
an anxiety you can't ignore. You can
say it doesn’t bother you, but don't be-
lieveit.”

S ——————
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31555 Eleven Mile Road
Farmington Hills, Michigan 48018

The City of Farmington Hills Planning Commission will give formal consideration to
a propased Amendment to,the City zonlng Ordinance (Rezoning Request No. PC-9-6-
19), which would rezone part of the North % of Section 12, City of Farmington Hills,
County of Oakland, State of Michigan, being more particularly described as:
Lots 163 and 184 of Supervisor’s Rlat of Woodcreek Farms #1, T.LN, R9.E.,
as recorded in Liber 55, P-IKEHAIM”BOIWMM

‘This property lies on the Southwest side of Northwestern Highway between Thirteen

Mile and V; Roads. The above-mentioned request would rezone the above-men-

tioned property from its present RAMIA, Slngle Famlly Residential District Classifi-

cation to 0S-3, S

Theptvponentinthhmttzrbthe(ﬁ!yeli‘amﬂngtm Planning Commission,
this rezoning in order to bring the property into conformance with the

pmposed master plan.

Any person who is interested, is invited to participate in the discussion cof the pro-
posed gmmxunrmmgmmgmpm@p\sﬂu«-mm
zoning may be observed at the Farmington Hills City Hall on any business day
between 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.n.

FRED HUG! Chairman
City ofhmlnmmm

SEC. 1500A PREAMBLE:

‘The IRO, Industrial Research Office Districts are designed 1o provide for uses which
are office or research type or industrial uses which have limited impact cutside of
the industrial building. The district is designed to be used In areas which do not
boraer iands indicated as single-family residential on the City’s Master Plan. The
district is intended to encourage uses which have a high value per acre of land that
will mpp\ement the Cny’l tax base. Certair businesses are permitted within office
bulldings as

‘The following regulations sball apply in all IRO Districts and shall e mbectfrther
to the provisions of ARTICLE XiX G PROVISIONS and ARTICLE XX
GENERAL EXPECTATIONS and &l other spplicable provislons of this Ordinance.

SEC. 1501A. PRINCIPAL USES PERMITTED:
In an IRO Industrial Research Office District, no building or land shall be used and no

bailding shall be erected except for one or more of the following specified uses unless

otherwise provided in this Ordinance:

1. Any use charged with the pﬂﬂdprl! {function of basic research, design, and pilot or (3) Professional offices of
experimental product developmenl doclors, dentists or sim-

2. Office bulldings for any of the (oll

No one has ever been hurt atthe an- hand-packing,  it's probably the
nual ke said. pre-  chr They're the biggest
CITY OF FARMINGTON HILLS SEC. 1504A. AREA AND BULK
UIREMENTS:
PLANNING COMMISSION S:e bfuRdECLfm Xvi, sczrz:ll;eugfnl OF REGULATIONS limiting the height and bulk
of
PUBLIC HEARING of buldogs Mm inimum s ot by permitted land use and providing minimum
8:00P.M.
July 17,1978 Add to the Scbedule of Regulations, ARTICLE XVIII as follows:
Farmington Hills City Hall ZONING DISTRICT: ’,f..f'm,"é,'}'&’m‘”" Re-
31555 Eleven Mile Road MINIMUM LOT SIZE: None
Farmington Hills, Michigan 48018 MINIMUM DT None
MAXIMUM HEIGHT: "
The City of Farmington Hills Planning Commission will give formal consideration YARD SETBACKS: &

10 a proposed amendment to the text ut the City-of Farmington Hills Zoning Ordi- FRONT: “50'(f) (s)
nance, which Amendatory Ordinance woald in part read as follows: LEAST ONE: 20°(s)
Section, TOTAL: 40°(s)
Arud!.: XV. Industrial Research Office District s hereby added; R :ﬁag
‘which article in part shall read as follows: MINIMUM GROUND FLOOR AREA: None
COVERAGE: None

Section 2.
Section 1904 is hereby amended to read in part as follows:

SEC. 1904 - OFF-STREET PARKING REQUIREMENTS:
1. Change paragraph 12, d, (2) and paragraph 12, d (3) to read as follows:

(2) Business offices or pro-
fessional offices except
as indicated In the fol-
lowing item (3).

plus two (:

-One (1 for each two bundred ten (210) square feet
t area in excess of 15,000 square feet of us-
able floor area,

for

FiE
g
E
:

ndln(lefvlctlmimlnimxnunlda&

P
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Farmington Hills City Hall
31555 Eleven Mile Road
Farmington Hills, Michigan 48018

ne City of Farmington Hills Planning Commission will give formal consideration to
Amendment to the City Zoning Ordinance Request No. 35-79)
wmdxwwldrmmpartonheNoﬂhwatunn!S«ﬂml City of Farmington
Hills, County of Oakland, STate of Michigan, being more particularly described as:
The Southeast 35 ft. x 120 £t. of lot 7 of Glen Acres Subdivision, T.LN., R9.E,
Section 02, as recorded in Liber 57, page 18, Oakland County Records, from
RA-4, Single Family Residential DISHM to P-1, Vehicular Parking District.
In the balance of lot 7 of Glen Acres Snbdlv‘blun, from RA4, Slngle Family
Residential District to B-3, General B:

ThhprvpertyuammesanmﬂdeulNunhwmmmmnyMu!Or:hrdhke

nepnpomllnthhma"zruwﬂlhm.! Robertson, who seeks this rezoning in
order to use the property for swimming pool sales and

Any person who Is interested, Is invited to participate in the discussion of the pro-
posed zoning change. Coples of the roning text, zoning map and Application for Re-
2oning may be observed at the Farmington Hills City Hall on any business day
between 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m.

G Ti'gmmaub
lly’lannhu(qunmmim:

Publisk: July 3,119 ,

g3

nspluh, clinies and medical offices; medical laboral
. Any of the following industris] uses when wndnclad 'hul!y within 2 completely
enclosed building. pacaging o testment of such
2. The manufacture, compounding, processing, g or ent of su

products as: bakery goods, candy, cosmetics, pharmaceuticals, Yoiletries, food

ucts, bardware and cutlery; tool, dle, gauge and ma
nompound.lu. lnembuu

av-:-

sbops.
b. 'n:e ma.nukctnre. or treatment of articles or mer-
canvas, cello-
phme,clom.eorh.mthus.uh.ﬂber.hr ghn,hllr,hom, leather, paper,
plastics, precious or seml-precious sbeet metal (exeluding

hr(uhmphgmchl:lmmb!lelmlvrbodlu hell, textiles, tobacco,
wax, wire, wood (excluding saw and planing mills), and yarns.

. The manufacture of pottery o mmmnmm!ybyemiy ucts
using oz ously pulverized clay, or gas.
Mmt mn:.?t:‘l ts, toys, novelties, and metal or rubl
stamps, or other small molded rubber products.

e. Manufacture or assembly of electrical appliances, electroaic Instruments and
devices, radios and phonographs.

£. Laboratories - experimental, film or testing.

7. Motels or Hotels. N

8. Assembly balls, display halls, convention centers or similar places of assembly
when conducted completely within enclosed bulldings.

9. Other uses simllar to the above uses.

10, y Incldent to

SEC. 1502A. SECONDARY USES PERMITTED SUBJECT TO SPECIAL CONDI-
‘TIONS:

1. The following retail and service uses mu be pesmitted in buildings which exceed

one story I height as secondary uses to the principal permitted office uses includ-
ed in pmmph:l l.hm‘h 5.0f SEC. ISOIA above:
Retal business or establishments.

service

b.Pmummmmsmummtmummpmwm
(watches, radio, television, shoe, etc.), tallor shops, beauty parlors or barber
shops, laundries or dry cleaners, yd.nﬂu ar photographic reproduction, photo-
graphle, art or interior decorating stu

c. Theaters, bowling alleys, biliiard hl.l!.l ‘health salons or similar forms of indoor
recreation.

d. Restaurants or other pum serving food gr beverage except those having the

terofa
2. Th

CITY OF FARMINGTON HILLS PLANNING COMMISSION

ﬂlﬂ]mmlﬂdlnﬂthEC 1502A shall be subject to the following
conditions:
& Such uses shall not be permitted In & single-story bullding or in 2 bullding

- One (1) for each one hundred ten (110) square feet
for that area in excess of 5,000 square feet of ys-
able floor area,

Section 1907 paragraph one and two are hereby amended to read in part as follows:

550.1901 SIGNS:
ﬂun;zpmm 1.j larudul
- UNLESS OTHERWIS]

defined in paragraph L. above.

2. Change paragraph 2 by adding the IRO District as Tollows:
0S-1A, 0S-3 and IRO Districts-Ope (1) freestanding sign for each mafor or second-
ary thorofare frontage and one (1) freestan
sign for each freeway frontage and cne (l) wall
uilding.

slgn per b
3. Ctange paragraph 3 by adding the IRO District as follows;
p\:‘: Maximam .
RA Area In Maximy i
Street District Square Hex;hl:m
Setback InFeet Feet In Feet

0S1A,083,IRO, )

Chasge paragraph 3, footnotes (2) and (4) to read as follaws:
not exceed thirty (30) feet, bnt ln no event

sign project above the highest point of any bullding on th ot shall the
Freestanding not exceeding eight (B) Ieet ln bdg,hl mxy contain a
mum of two hundred (200) square feet in

() The beight of a sign shall
“
beight shall
ﬂlty(SO) square feet In area.

sm;on 1914 Is hereby In part to rezd as follows:
 AND BERMS:

SEC. 1914 - WALLS AND

1. Change paragraph 1. (:) o read as follows:

B1,B3,B3, B4, ES,
081A,052, and IRG Diiets

- One (1) for each two hundred (200) square feet of
usable floor space for the first 15,000 square feet,

- One (1) for each one hundred (100) square feet of
usable floor space for the first 5,000 square feet.

PROVIDED POR IN THTS ORDINANCE, the number of
freestanding cigns in anym district shall be limited to one (1) per building, as

be limited to thirty (30) feet h IIP.!;M, but in no event shal} th
project above the highest palnt of any building on the lot, and shal)  not e::g

%) additional spaces

50 10}

maxi-
gzs exceeding elght (8) feet in

PUBLIC HEARING
! - 8:00 PM. b. o total v vt o waea 1 & bullding shall ot exceed tweaty-five ms:"“ m"lﬂmbylnmw read a3 follows:
July 17,1879 percest (3%) ol e total o wrea of theblding. 2003 - HEIGHT LIMIT:
ot
Farmington Hills City Hall dmmmm’mwugum:';:ﬂmm trances s Add e tallving s prragra 0 SECTION 2003 Helght Limit. Desipuste tse
31555 Eleven Mile Road & Al secondary uses shall provide off-street parking spaces at a ratio of one (1) f’gﬂt 5‘! 1, Helght Ex
anllng!on Hills, Michigan 48018 space for each twahmdred(:w)mfeel of usable floor area, regardless of Pmmm loas, Root Top Equipmen!
specific ml!qnlmnenhofSEC. ot roof top structures for the bLousing of elevators, Mnuy:, tanks,
mmnf to - buuumu:malumequlpment.mmumm- tus may be erect. .
Amendment Lo the my Zoning Ordinance (Resoning Request No. 4-5-79), mc. 1somnmvmr.n CONDFTIONS:* & above the helght limits of the zoning district in WS loe located when, after
m'mm part of the East % of Section 38, City of Farminglon Hills, ‘The outdoor storage of goods or materials shall be l!vlnwubym Commissic .Ihephmmlanndlnmullhefouwlng
County of Oakland, State of Michigan, : mmmmummmommnmuopmuuuwwmmyﬂmm lmmw';
Lot 13, “Assessor’s A standards set forth berelnafter n ARTICLE XIX Gl mm WWPM'%MMhMM-mmmwmﬁ
Tots 608 to 625, 472 to 481 Inclusive udvum;du:-l}q a'fl_ Wm me& &ut“ mvmomﬁ ‘:2“ M N constructed of building compatible with the material used i the
"3 E% 3. All uses lan review a
N.om:mub%lﬂv:m me.m“ubem 83, Duewak!ndu' cmtyME' 'h urh(hﬂlmjmold::yvhum pproval by the Flanming b. Penthouse and structires shall be set back from the outermost vertical
also the S 26.50 {t. of lot 626 Grand Rlver Crest No. 3, as recarded in Liber 30, 4. Oft-street Joa Plﬂvetofmpﬁndpdmm dm-meqwmulemtwm)mnum.
page? For u.nmumumnaunonoo)mmm Belght of ouse or structure. The height of such penthouse of structure
This property lles on the East side of Colwell Street North of Grand River. The mnwrmmunmu)mdmgmnpmum stroet park- “"”“Wmmumd‘zn(m)r
rezope from thelr present ing, shalt be provided In the yard caly. . ¢ Such penthouse or structures shall nmhlnumdﬂoorlmmmm
RCS, uﬂuﬂoFmﬂdehu#mmmuP-x,vmmmmmmm . b. Foroffice Ings of 10 m’&“?ﬁn‘mw ﬂm(l!)mlo!tbelohlmhmo{mabnum
4 ‘matier s oF more ares, & ooe (1) a al
The proponnt o 4 mate Ralnme Sty 10 = 30 oo oo (1 londlng space it o wmmuwumﬂumwyummmmu
A,,"”h,,m ummmhmﬂubumummwmdmw \numm(u)lmmwmmmmrnrmmmy b  change. Bloepriats and maps tod soiag fer's may be observed at
oted zoning change. Copies of the text, zocing map and Application for Re- ove separate space, In addition to spaces required for Farmington ﬂtymnmmybma,mmuommuwm
szning may be observed at the Parmington Hills City Hall ou any bosioess day unu.mumﬂfwmmmmwmmthm
between 8:30 2.m. and £30 pm. rear or side yard only. . qmm
d. For Industrial bulldings, off-street be provided in with tholi‘mmmu.
FRED EUGHES, Chalrman SEC. 1! . . c,.,,m
City of Farmington Hills €. Access to the loading-unloading area shall be designed in such 8 mamer as to
. and leave the ‘without having to back from or o
onto the public street. ; - . Padlisk July 3,191y
pablisk: July 5, 1978 L.




