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Collector’s interest triggers rise of Phoenix bird -
28

By: CORINNE ABATT

‘Was there ever any doubt that Joan
Qates of West Bloomfield would collect
Phoenix Bird china? She doesn’t think
0.

She has framed a page from the Jan-
uary 1928 issue of Needlecraft maga-
zine. It pictures the premium gifts for
selling subscriptions to the magazine.
Among the gifts is the Japanese export
china she collects. The date of the mag-
azine is the month and year she was
born.

Mrs. Oates, who has been collecting
the blue and white dinner and decora-
tive ware for about nine years, said,
“I've really made it popular.”

That's because when she did collect,
she went at it with a vengence. Count-
ing the Phoenix Bird pattern along
with several others in the same color
and style, she has well over 1,000 piec-
es.

SHE HAS CATALOGED THE PIEC-

Art fair
scheduled

The Royal Oak Recre-
ation and Public Service
Department will hold the
ninth annual outdoor art
fair Saturday and Sun-
day, July 21 and 22. The
location is Memorial
Park, Woodward and
Thirteen Mile. Hours are
11 am. to 7:30 p.m. Sat-
urday and 11 am. to §
p.m. Sunday.

This is a juried show in .
which 95 artists will be
selling items of pottery, *
metal work, various
media, wood, photogra-
phy, jewelry, weaving,
and leather!

The Austin-Moro Jazz
Band will present a con-
cert 4-5:30 p.m. Saturday.
Food concessions include
natural foods, pizza, fruit
salads, milkshakes, hot
dogs and cake from the
Blue Mushroom, Farm-
ington Fruit and River-
front Enterprises. The
fair is scheduled rain or
shine.

Michigan
artist

shown
at U-M

, An exhibition of some
30 paintings and draw-
ings by Brighton artist
Paul Zenian continues at
the Rackham Galleries
on the University of
Michigan campus
through July 25.

A University of Michi-
gan art graduate, Zenian
has been an art faculty
member at Washtenaw
Community College since
1968.

The Rackham show,
which will feature ab-
stract works with natural
and  environmental .
theme, is being presented
by the U-M School of Art.
Rackham Galleries are
open to the public 8 am.
to 11 p.m. Monday
through Saturday.

The exhibitien will co-
incide with some shows in
the University Musical
Society's “Summer Fare”
program in the U-M
Rackham Building.

Born in 1935 in New
York City, Zenian
received 2 B.A. degree in
physics from U-M in 1957
and worked in the re-
search and development
field for eight years be-
fore directing his atten-
tion to art.

He studied art at the
Center for Creative Stud-
ies and Wayne State Uni-
versity, and received his
masters in fine arts from
Michigan in 1968.

He has participated in
juried and invitational
shows in New York, New
Jersey, Indiana, South
Dakota and Michigas. In
1973 he received a major
award from the Detroit

_Institute of Arts.

Zenian's works are in,
local, reglonal and na-
tional collections. He has
also hed many- gatlery
showings and his.work is
currently availabiz from

! the Lee Hoffman Gallery
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ES, photographed many of them, writ-
ten articles about the ware and does a
quarterly newsletter which she distrib-
utes by subscription to collectors
across the country.

“Unti six or seven years ago, it was
just a flea market dish,” she said.

And while prices are still modest in
comparison to the more elegant ex-
ports from the Orient, the ware is now
attracting more collectors.

While a large part of its appeal is
aesthetic, the unknown aspects of it
challenge people like Mrs. Oates.

“At one time it was sold in Wool-
worths and given as a prize for selling
Needlecraft magazine subscriptions,”
she said. )

She knows that many different Japa-
nese potteries made the blue and white
ware, but.records of which ones and
what pieces they made are non-exis-
tant, or at least undiscovered until now.

“Most of the factories were de-
stroyed during World War IL," she said.

Mrs. Oates has cataloged 40 differ-

Its aT.J. Maxx Cleara

tag can mean only one thing. It's a
TJ. Maxx clearance. And that means
the most incredible savings on
brand names you've ever seen.

ent identifying marks on the china.
Some of the new pieces and some of the
early ones have no marks at all.

“If they are marked Nippon, they
were made before 1921,” she said.

SHE IS ALSO INTRIGUED by the
wide variations in quality. In her kitch-
en she has one cabinet that has hand-
painted pieces which, without close
serutiny, look a lot like the many oth-
ers she has on display.

In the early 20th century when the
ware was being exported, the Japanese
makers might not have realized what
excitement the wide variety of pieces
would create among later future col-
lectors.

Among the six blue and white pat-
terns there are 125 kinds of pieces and
some 300 variations in shapes, styles
and patterns. .

Among the collectors, the plates and
most cups and saucers are the usual.
They go after the unusual to fill'in the
spaces. There are five different large
lemonade pitchers, five to six varieties

T

of small coffee pots, over 10 different
salt and pepper shakes, 25 different
creamers, as well as varied egg cups,
gravy boats, platters, goblets, biscuit
Jars, condensed milk can holders, cus-
tard cups, remekins, fruit bowls, desert
dishes and tureens.

BESIDES THE TABLEWARE, Mrs.
Qates has discovered that there are
decorative pieces such as chamber can-
dlesticks and bath items made in the
blue and white patterns.

It s the scarce pieces that pique her
interest now.

“I'd love to have a pitcher and bowl
set,” she said, “I know of only one in
existance. I'd like to know if there was
a pedestal cake plate made — and tall
thin iced tea glasses. There is a lovely
soap dish, hair receiver and powder
jar, so probably at one time there was
a complete bath set.”

In the Oates' family room there’s a
small huteh containing a complete
child’s set of the china. Just recently
Mrs. Oates’ son David was in San Fran-

cisco and he found what Mrs. Oates be-
lieves was a salesman’s sample box.

So the hunt for the missing and un-
known pieces continues.

“That's been the fantastic part of all
this — cataloging, and photographing
the different pieces and making safaris
to other collectors’ homes to see their
things,” Mrs. Qates said.

Kenneth Oates does the photography
for his wife, their three married chil-
dren all contribute to the hobby by
watching for things their mother might
be interested in. Tom, 14, named one of
the patterns “Flying Turkey.” David
has done drawings of maker's marks
for his mothers file and some of the
Phoenik Bird designs which she has
used for needlepoint, toaster covers
and other items.

THE COLLECTION HAS DEVEL-
OPED into a family hobby that has
brougtt all of them many new friends
from coast to coast. Part of the collec-
tion is attractively displayed in every
room of the home. The varied blues of
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‘And it’s going on now.

Ared sticker going on a TJ. Maxx price

Savings of 40-70% off depart-
ment store and specialty store

regular prices.
You can choose from
-a wide selection of
brand name misses and
junior sportswear, dress-
es, coats, lingerie and
accessories. As well
as contemporary
and traditional
menswear, girls-
wear,boyswear,

domestics
and giftware.
All at fan-
tastic savings.

The TJ. Maxx {e.
Clearance, where anything goes.

And at these prices, everything

usually does.
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the patterns are repeated in the decor
of the home.

_Mrs. Oates remembers when she
first saw the china in her aunt's home
in Chio, -

“Itold her when she got through with
them, I'd love to have them."”

Her aunt gave Mrs. Oates her place
settings for six, but cidn't live to see
what came of the gift.

FLORENCE SURRIDGE OF BIR-
MINGHAM  still hunts for Phoenix
Bird pieces for Mrs. Oates and it was
her mother who contributed many
pieces to that original collection be.
longing to Mrs. Oates’ aunt in Ohio.

Mrs. Oates stood in her kitchen be-
fore a large antique cupboard housing
some of her prize pieces. “There's a
story (o go with every piece,” she said,

The thought of doing a book on this
export china is always in the back of
her mind. In meantime she does arti-
cles on her hobby for several different
publications, sends out the newsletter
and answers a steady stream of inquir-
ies. .
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