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Former Farmington coach

Famous softball pitcher picked for Hall of Fame

By KEN VOYLES

When it comes to reminiscing about
softball and baseball on the old west
side of Detroit during the years when
amateur teams dominated the scene,

DeBash could tell enough stories
tofill a book and then some.

DeBash, a long-standing member of
a small band of people who have been
involved in amateur athletics for a long
period of time, has been recognized by
the Michigan Amateur § Assacia-
tion and will be inducted into the Ama-
teur Sports Hall of Fame early in the
fall.

-The Livonia resident has been active
in fast-pitch softball and fast-pitch
baseball approximately 45 years of
which ke spent 22 years as a player. He
has been a player, manager, coach and
ah ‘umpire during those years. He also
has played in more than 1,800 games in
both sports.

DeBash will be honored along with
117other outstanding names in Michi-
gan amateur sports,

“This is a tremendous thing for me,
without a doubt,” said DeBash. “It's
been a long career but I've enjoyed
evéry minute of it.”

It was during the early years of the
depression that DeBash started playing
ball and he didn’t stop until several
years ago when he retired from the
sport.

T was destined to be aviolin player.
I came from a very stroog music
family,” gald DeBash. ] think I could
have gone farther in-baseball if it
hadn’t been for the musie.

“During those years, we really didn't
have anything else to do so we would
play baseball. We played it from morn-
ing to night all of the time. I had to
worry about my hands because of the
mausie, but that didn't stop me much.”

In those days, on the west side, the
games were rough and tumble. Every-
body played and everybody knew how
to play.

“We would do everything we could to

make the games good. We kept the
fields in shape curselves with rakes and
shovels and we always had a lot of
fun,” DeBash sald.
- In 1931, playing for the Kronk Rec-
reation paced the squad
1o a city recreation title. It was to be
his first of many championship teams.

In fact, he has played, managed or
coached nine championship teams in

one league alone, That was the West -

Side Courier League which was consid-
ered one of the fastest day leagues in
the state during its heyday. The game
was fast-pitch softball and the compe-
tition was always tough. 4

From 1937 through 1947, DeBash
played with several outstanding ama-
teur squads including Lathman, Keller
Vending, Blue Ribbon, Ford Local 600
All-Stars, Kelsey-Hayes, Oakman and
George Edwards.

He played for and managed Ford Lo-
cal 600 to consecutive championships
in the Courier League in 1943 and 1944.
‘The same squad also won titles in the
C10-UAW League in those years.

In 1945, he played first base for M &
S of Flint, a team which took runner-up
honors in the “World Softball Series.”
DeBash was honored by belng named
the most colorful first baseman of the

series.

“] played with the great Charlie Jus-
tice on that team and I still consider
him the greatest softball pitcher (fast
pitch) of all time,” said DeBash.

DeBash is full of memories of those
games, One he recalls ‘with relish was
when Ford Local defeated Holly Carbu-
retor 2-0 in a contest without even one

Thoroughbreds to run
at Detroit Race Course

Thoroughbred racing’s
big switch in the area

There'll be one excep-
tion — opening day —

ishers) along with the
regular win-place-show

closed grandstand facili-
ties we think we will

He has put m;élher a
stakes program which

hit for either side. Justice was the win-
ning pitcher that day.

Another time when PeBash was at
first playiig for Keller he failed to
make ohe-put-gut during the entire
game. It-wai @ no hitter for Keller
which woa 14 on a solo home run.

Early in biy-career, DeBash had a
chance to #ign, with the old Philadel-
phia Athletics but declined because he
had just receatly been married and the
financial sitdation wouldn't have been
the best if he bad opted for a baseball
career.

‘T must say this. Not many people
may remember Nap Fossbut he was
and always will be the best baseball
coach in this state. I learned all of my
baseball from him,” said DeBash.

DeBash and Ross combined as
coaches In 1947 and brought a lacklus-
ter Springfield Detail team from Class
D baseball in the Federation to Class A
in one year. They also defeated the
then national champions Pepsi-Cola
twice that season.

DeBash, who started playing orga-
nized ball at 15 and who never played
in high school also managed and played
with Chick-Ann’s, another fine baseball
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comes off this weekend.
After Saturday’s 10
race program is complet-
ed at the Hazel Park
Race Track, the horses
will be vanned across the
cify to the Detroit Race
Course in Livonia where
the second phase of the
1979 thoroughbred cam-
paign will open July 16.
Ninety days of action is
carded for the one-mile
DRC oval, after which

late October where
they'll run until the end
of December.
Six-day-a-week racing
will be presented at the
DRC with the first post
parades Mondays through
Fridays at 3:15 p.m. and
on_Saturdays and holi-

when 10 races will be
staged with the first at 3
pm.

Admission charges at
DRC will be $3.50 for the
clubbouse and $2.50 for
the grandstand. Parking
is $1. Gates open two
bours before the first

race.

DRC’s betting format
will be identical with the
one which has proven
successful during the
Hazel Park meeting.

There will be two daily
doubles at the DRC — the
first on the first and sec-
ond races and the second
on the day’s final two
races. .

" Also, DRC will offer
three daily perfectas
{four on 10-race pro-
grams) and three trifec-

wagering.

“We're looking forward
to a banner season at
DRC,” sald track presi-
dent Herbert Tyner. “The
plant bas undergone ma-
Jjor changes in the last
year and with the con-

make the track far more
attractive to our fans.”

E.J. (Bud) Sears, veter-
an racing secretary at
Hazel Park, will again be
in charge of the racing
program at DRC for the

again will be highlighted
by the $100,000-added
Michigan Mile, the state’s
most famed thorough-
bred race. This year's

Michigan Mile is slated

densed schedule and en- second season. for Sept. 15.
“FOR A BETTER FENCE s
ALL AROUND” Ly

Call Now for a Free Home Estimate.
Servicing the Metropolitan Area for over 42

Complete Steel Fence Service.
There is no job too small.
Instaliation or Do-It-Yourself.

DeBash played with a lot of out-
standing, but not too familiar names
during his long career. Some of the
more outstandings players included
Ross, Garn Griffin, Harold Johnson,
Nick Schenk, Pete Headly, Pete Burley,
Arnold Smith, Roy Morre, Stan Green
and the infamous Auggie Burns.

“I remember how Auggie would
walk the streets with three or four con-
tracts stuffed in his back pockets. He
would have one from St. Louis or the
old Boston team. The major league
teams were always after him. He was
an excellent pitcher. He could throw a
marshmallow through a brick wall,”
DeBash recalled.

Unfortunately, Burns never made
the majors. He was convicted of killing
a man and spent most of his life in pris-
on,

DeBash, who considers himself older
than mud, moved to Chicago in 1951
but later returned and started to coach
in Farmington Hills and Livonia.

From 1971 through 1976 he managed
teams in the Colt League and the Livo-
nia Adray League.

*T didn't want to take a Little league
team because the only thing that
league does is keep parents off the

street and that is the truth” said
DeBash,

The 68-year-old DeBash has several
strong opinions about the Adray
League and the way it is run. )

“The league has one or two power
houses and everybody else in the
league goes along for the ride. The
powerful teams like Redford Adray
and Livonia Adray have all of the big
horses,” DeBash explained. “It’s proba-
bly the best league around for sandlot
ball. All of the scouts go there to watch
the players.

“The problem is you can’t go into the
league with just high school players
you have to have outsiders. If you look
at the records in the past 12 years two
teams and maybe one other have domi-~
nated the league,” he continued. “I re-
ally think Mike Adray is a little too tro-
phy happy.”

Although he says he'll never get any
credit for it, DeBash was one of the
first people to réally recognize the po-
tential talent Ron LeFlore had. He re-
members when ome of his squads
played at Jackson Prison and no mat-
ter what they did they could ngt get Le-
Flore out.
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g / GENERAL REPAIR: SPECIALIZED SERVICE FOR: -
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A Sporty Nine-Hole Layout Brakes
indi Special Interest Cars:
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Air Conditioning " -
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T PRESENT THIS AD - RECEIVE A FREE OIt. CHANGE WITH TUNE-UP | 1 8
LIVONIA 6:3
BUILDING MATERIALS CO. © &>
o RD. TRD. KARNEY DERDERIAN CONTRACTORS THESE RATES APPLY ONLY
937-0478 421-1170 TO THE FINANCING OF NEW
1979 AUTOMOBILES AND

ARE SUBJECT TO A 20%
DOWN PAYMENT AND BANK
CREDIT APPROVAL. THEY
MAY BE SUBJECT TO
CHANGE OR WITHDRAWAL
AT ANY TIME WITHOUT
PRIOR NOTICE.

Call 553-4200 to get
Exact Payments & Cost
on Your Deal

Moetro Bank also finances
Used Cars, Commercial
Vehicles and Recreational
Vehicles at similar low
Bank Rates.
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REPAIR - BUILD NEW - CLEAN - SCREEN
ROOF LEAKS STOPPED
ANIMAL REMOVAL
LICENSED » msann * GUARANTEED

CALL 427-3981




