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Produce supply
down; price up

By NANCY AUSTIN

The official word from' produce
Wwholesalers at Detroit's Union Termi-
nal is entirely optimistic.

“The supply {of fruits and vegeta-
bles) is ample, the quality superb, and
the price — relative to last year — is
the same or less,” said Herb Abrash,
owner and manager of Andrews Broth-
ers of Detroit. “It’s ail ancient history.”

But local retailers don't all agree
with Abrash. Managers of area mar-
kets seem to have a common com-
plaint. While there seems to be an am-
ple supply, the quality is lower than
ﬁl And in many instances prices are

g

There have also been problems with
obtaining variety and people aren't
buying quite so readily .

“Customers buy either for price or
for quality. The people who shop here
look for quality,” said a spokeswoman
at Joe's Produce Market on Seven Mile
Road in Livonia. “But, for example, the

*  price of an ear of corn is outrageous.
We didn’t feel people would be willing
to pay 23 cents an ear, so we don’t have
any corn today.” shesaid.  *

“We've had the most trouble with ob-
taining a variety of plums, too,” she
continued, “Where we normally may
have four or five varieties of plums, we
have only two, and the prices are
higher.”

DELMAR COCKRUM of Cockrum's
Farm Market on Plymouth Road in
Livonia a 3

“We have an adequate supply, but
everything is expensive,” stated Cock-
rum. “The freight prices are higher so
the price of the products are higher.
But I have plenty of produce and fruit.”
. One observation made by Cockrum is
that while he has an adequate supply,
people aren't buying. He can't quite fig-
ure out the reason for this, but has a
few ideas of his own.

“A lot more people are eating in res-
taurants today,”he suggested,”and
‘women are too lazy to cook. Or maybe
they are waiting for the Michigan
crops. This is the slowest start we have
had since we've been in the business.””

‘There are indications, too, that some
of the crops will be late in arriving at
the market. Michigan weather is re-

SAVE NOW
THROUGH
SATURDAY!

SIDEWALK

SALE

Come, join in the
fun! Here's just .
asample of the

super buys you'll

. find on all kinds
of fashions. See

many, many more!

SAVE WHILE THE SAVINGS
ARE GOOD! USE YOUR
HADLEY'S MULTI-CHARGE,
MASTER CHARGE OR VISA.

Thursday, July 12, 1979

sponsible for that. Cucumbers and
melons were lost in the first planting. -
These products will be about 10 days
late in their arrival. Corn, too, may be
a few days late,

Again, local retailers and vegetable
stand ownets don't anticipate a prob-
lem in getting the Michigan crops to
the market. Many of them own their
own trucks and haul their own produce
directly from the growers whenever
possible. There should be some easing
in prices when Michigan products
appear.

KEN DABELSTEIN, owner of Ken's
Country Produce on Ford Road in
Westland is one such person doing his
own hauling.

" Our trucks are out right now haul-
ing strawberries from Benton
Harbor" he said.

“But the gasoline situation is making
it difficult. At one point I was down to
two gallons of gas. But I am selling the
berries for 89 cents a quart and that’s
reasonable.”

* That's about the only good thing that
Dabelstein had to say about the fruit
and vegetable business. His supply has
been affected drastically by the truck-
ers protest, he said, adding that prices
are running 25-50 per cent above nor-
mal. For examplehe said,"good"
watermelons (the striped variety) are
selling from $3-$5 compared to $1.50 a
year ago.

He says the only way watermelons
are getting through right now is via in-
dependent truckers, who are willing to
take a chance. “One trucker told me
the situation in the south is bad. Truck-
ers are lined up all along the freeways
with flat tires because of the number of
nails out on the roads. So when they do
get a load through it costs more.”

Last week, however, one encourag-
ing fact was apparent. The price of a
case of peaches dropped from $12 a
case to $8 a case. Conjecture on the
part of the retailers reveals that the
California growers may have have a lot
of produce they want to move.

One spokesman in the wholeseale
produce buisness said, “Some of those
trucks cost over $100,000 and they have
huge payments to make. They can only
hold out so long, then they bad to start
taking shipments™
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