. It’s an economic crisis’ -

Congressman sounds mandatory controls alarm

By TOM LONERGAN

r‘ The recent OPEC oil price increase
‘conld, send “inflationary shockwaves”
!-lhmugh the country with an impact
‘,!he most ominous since the depres-
slon.”
" That dire warning came from U.S.
Rep: James Blanchard last week dur-
{ing a speech in Southfield. !
The Democratic congressman, whose
district. includes southern Oakland

County, told members of the American *

Lung Association: “If events as I read
them continue, we could Have a serious
‘economicerises” - .

. An inflation outburst would “make

mandatory wage and price controls >

inevitable,” the congressman said.

. Blanchard said the Organization of
Petroleum Exporting Countries' price
hike to $23 for a barrel of crude oil
puts erude $10 higher than it was at the
beginning of the year. OPEC has alsa

_decided to produce less oil than west- .

ern importing countries . have been
- demanding, thus maximizing future
. higher prices, he added. .

: The Carter administration" said last
: week the inflationary impact of higher
+ 0il prices could cause a recession and
+ loss of up to 800,000 jobs nationwide.
.. “Imagine the effect on the auto
: imfustry," Blanchard said. “Michigan is
already an area of declining invest-

ment and growth.”
:  Baut, Blanchard said, the federal gov-
. ernment could head off a recession, He
- called for the Federal Reserve Board
- 1o loosen the money supply and for
: Congress to give the president gas ra-
: tioning authority, and for the Senate to
:-approve a windfall profits tax on oil
- companies and 2 synthetic fuels bill,

both recently passed by the House.

He 2dded that Congress should re:

consider wage insurance, where re-
" bates would be given to unionized
;. workers if inflation exceeds a contract-

ed wage increase. The House killed the
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Carter-proposed measure earlier this
year.

IN A  PHONE interview late last

week, Blanthard said, “it's not just an

. energy crises we're faced with, it’s an
‘economic crises. You can't separate the
two.”

Although the - congressman didn’t
mention the oil companies in his speech
to members of the Southeastern Michi-
gan chapter of the lung association, he
said later that the “cozy relationship”
between the seven major oil companies
and OPEC should be addressed.

“It's hard to tell the difference be-
tween the two. They (oil cornpanies) ad-
minister OPEC on us and the other

western countries,” Blanchard said,

noting that the five oil companies
based in the U.S. have “total anti-trust
immunity,” v\ia an agreement made in

Courtesy is a lifesaver

- Courtesy is contagious, and the Traf-
fie Safety Association of Detroit hopes
.to start an epidemic among drivers.
“More than 25 percent of traffic ac-
-cidents are caused by failure to signal,
by improper lane turning maneuvers
.and lane changes,” says Howard Cox,
-president of the TSA of Detroit.

I “Let Your Courtesy Show" is TSA's

current special emphasis program urg-
ing drivers to signal lane changes, sig-
nal turns and yield the right of way for
those exiting from driveways and park-
ing lots,

“Courteous driving means accident
and violation-free driving,” says Cox,
“and with a little extra effort, we can
all have a more enjoyable time on the
road.”

1973 with then Attorney General John .
Mitchell.

“There's no question they have been
making big money off of this,” Blanc-
hard added. N

“I'm not saying making a profit is
wrong,” he continued, “but it's foolish
to look to them (the oil companies) for
the country’s energy security.” .

Blanchard said the major oil compa-
nies developed a reliance on Middle
East oil because it’s “cheaper to get out
of the ground and more profitable.”

Blanchard supports the federal gov-
ernment acting as a purchasing author-
ity to buy erude.oil from OPEC which
has been proposed by U.S, Rep. William
Brodhead, D-Detroit, among others.

A government purchasing authority
would give the country “a better bar-
gaining position on oil,” Blanchard
said, but he sees approval of it “as a
long shot compared to others.”

Those “others” include the synthetic
fuels bill, which Blanchard co-spon-
sored. The bill, now before the Senate,
would promote production of fuels like
gasohol or methanol from coal, shale,
crop wastes or grain. N

The bill passed the House, 368-25.
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Referring to the wide margin, Blanc-
hard said the bill, “wouldn’t have got it
except for the long (gas) lines.”

He said the technology exists for up
to 50 plants to generate synthetic fuels
within the next 10 years.

THE OIL companies “are making so
much off oil,” according to Blanchard,
“there’s no incentive to go into synthet-
ies until it's a sure thing.”

‘The synthetic fuel bill proposes the
government set aside at least $3 billion
to purchase alternate fuels.

Revenues from a proposed windfall
profits tax on oil companies would be
used to develop alternate fuel sources
and provide heating cost rebates to the
poor and elderly, Blanchard said.

But, he added, the Semate may
“fiddle” with both the windfall profits
tax and synthetic fuels legislation.

Congress should grant Carter the au-
thority to ratiofi gas, Blanchard said,
because it would “show discipline to

IPEC.

“We'd not be looked at as a country
which will do anything to get gas.”  +
Blanchard characterized OPEC’s at-
titude toward the U.S. as, “these guys
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will stand for anything. They'll run
over the president to get that gas.”

. In May, House Democrats refused to
5ive Carter standby rationing authori-

y.
With !he] country’s dependeiice on

this );ear with the windfall profits tax,
“won't produce oodles of oil like a lot
of people think.”

DURING HIS SPEECH last week, ’

Blanchard said “fear has paralyzed our

imported oi g, said
US. allies in the Mid East and else-
where “can’t understand why we won't
rise up and consider strong programs.”

He said decontrol of domestic oil
production, proposed by Carter earlier

political i " He said elected
officials fear “being denounced by the
press and the public,” and wasting
money.

“Money gets wasted in everything

wedo,” he said.
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COMFORTABLE,
CAREFREE-SLACKS

These easy-going slacks are
fashioned of an extremely light-
weight polyester fabric thats
wrinkle-resistant and machine
washable 100. Great for the
traveler. Beige, tan, brown, dark
brown, light blue, blue, navy,
yellow, green or red.

$32.50
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‘Whereyoucanfind
10% and 20% savings in all 103 settin
o - of Drexel and Heritage.
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Now that's a storewide sale.
Because not' a single item has
escaped our price reductions.

add that finishing touch to youf_
home ~ they're all here and priced
to save substantially. So'come insoon,

WARREN STORE ONLY

If you think you can’t
: afford a Rafael suit,
you can’t afford to miss this sale.

RAFAEL
% of % OFF

Rafael. Recognized in Italy and America as the - !
finest line of mens’ fashions. That's why a sale
. on Rafael's new Spring-Summer collection
N anytime [s a rare ocgaslon. But, a sale now - this
early in the season at these prices is unheard of.

$500 Rafael sults * NOW 125
NOW s100 5
$350 Rafael jackets NOW $87% . :

$400 Rafael suits
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$300 Rafdel jackets NOW $75%
$100 Rafael pants NOW $25%

Yes, you read it corractly. All remaining Rafael .
merchandise is ¥z of 2 OFF. This sale is only at .
the Van Dyke store on Van Dyke at 9 Mile.
Frankly, we have 215 suits and jackets left. Not : :
«all sizes - and all in light welght fabrics - but .
g:ere is still meny months left in which to wear i
em. ;

Yes, every chair, bookcase, sofa and
bed in the exclusive Drexél and
Heritage collections on display, plus

: dozens of excifing accessories to

All Heritage Upholstery 20% Off

+  THE.GREAT MIDSUMMER SALE AT
N ;o : OS . ) . . :

" 'One Van Dyke at 9 Mile
o .+ 1IN WARREN
All major cred:it cards accpeted. Open-Thurs., Fri. & Sat. 'til 9 pm

v . ) " : (Chargeforalteratlong).

while the selectionisatitsbest.
Storewide Sale Hours: Daily 1010 &;
Monday, Thursday, Friday till9;
Sunday Noon to 5:30. )

We've got single and double-breasted suits in -
linen, silk and gabardine - with pleated pants. -
Silk and linen blend sport jackets. Cotton and
wool gabardine pants. Ant everything,
absolutely everything is ¥ of 2 OFF.

The' - .
", Drexel Heritage\VShOyvcase'

1465 W. Big Beaver Road atCrooks Road, rdy. Phone 649-2070
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