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Monday, July 16, 1979

Remembering the Bradley

Painter portrays tragedy

By CORINNE ABATT

He didn’t want to logk at his watch.
1t would only make the time until
sunrise seem longer. It was the evening
of Nov. 18, 1958, and Frank Mays was
clinging to a raft, precariously riding
the crests and troughs of 30-foot waves
on Lake Michigan.

The Carl D. Bradley had broken in
two and sunk. Four of the crew scram-
bled onto the raft made of 55 gallon
drums with boards on top and bottom.
Mays and Elmer Fleming were picked
up alive the next morning, the other 33
crew members perished.

Now, painter James Clary of St.
Clair had the watch, given him by Mays
when he saw Clary’s painting of the
Bradley that tragic night.

Clary, one of eight artists featured in
the marine and wildlife print and
painting exhibit at Somerset Mall, July
12-22, treasures the watch. He's an avid
collector of maritime history and
memorabilia as well as a maritime art-
ist.

Mays, who recalls the events sur-
rounding the tragedy, said that when he
heard the first sound indicating some-
thing was wrong, “things that stuck in
my mind were watch and wallet.”

He went and got them and put on his
life jacket.

Mays said when he heard the second
bang, “I knew something was wrong.
The aft end went down and came up. I
still believe she broke from under-
neath. When I looked up, [ couldn't see
the aft end.”

By this time, Mays was up on deck
with other crew members.

“When a ship starts to go down, sea-
‘manship tells you to go to the high side.

‘When a ship starts to go down, seamanship
tells you to go to the high side. They did, but |
didn’t. | went to get the raft ready. | was uniy-
ing the oars when she went down. When |
came up out of the water, my arm touched the

raft.’

— Franic Mays, Bradley survivor

They did, but I didn’t. I went to get the
raft ready. I was untying the oars when
she went down. When I came up out of
the water, my arm touched the raft.”

Even though Clary had talked exten-
sively with Mays, now an officer for a
cement company in York, Pa., he still
asks more each time they meet.

Clary, a self-taught artist, has,
expectedly, an almost insatiable curi-
osity about all events of this kind. He
has done paintings of ships in three dif-
ferent series — Great Lakes, Feared
Lost, and Classie Ships.

The Bradley falls into the Great
Lakes category. Clary said he calls the
Great Lakes Museum his second home,
because he spends so much time there
researching.

One of his paintings, “The Battle of
Lake Erie,” was purchased for $20,000

and donated to Baldwin Wallace Col- .

lege in Ohio.

Most of the originals, acrylics about
24 by 30 inches, are in collections, but
the lithographs are available,

Many of these, ranging in price from
$45-5450, will be in the Somerset Mall
show.

APPLEGATE SQUARE

12 HOUR
SIDEWALK SALE

THURSDAY, JULY 19
10am to 10pm
(in case of rain - sale will be held Friday, duly 20)
Entertainment For All
after 7pm

Presently, he is working on a paint-
ing of the Greater Detroit with the 1938
Detroit skyline behind it.

This was an excursion ship and,
Clary said, 1938 “was the company’s
prime year.”
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Fl:a}'lk Ma)fs, left, Bradley surviver, and St. Clair  York, Pa., never went back to sai ng after that fate.
maritime artist James Clary look over the pictures of ful night on a raft in stormy waters. (Staff photo by -
the ship which went down in Lake Michigan in 1958. Stephen Cantrell)

Mays, now office manager for Medusa Cement Co. of
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duliet Rugs by Regal

Now on Sale
THROUGH JULY 3lst
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‘ 51 Great 13 1t
‘N‘* | SALAD  omi 23'x36"  RegS1800  Sale Price 1599
i1 BAR S csioow desenas #) 29'Round  Reg 1800  Sale Price 51599
! B
MONSDE?V:(;:' sCEI";;,ZOE?VScZIEZggiquY Contour Req. 1800  Sale Price ©15.99
THEIR BEVERAGE FREE! ALL DAY! - %°x32"  Req.*2500  Sale Price ©21.95

29""x584" Req.®36.00  Sale Price $32.00

LUNCHEON SPECIALS i

CHOPPED STEAK _N.Y. PETITE BREADED
DINNER STRIP DINNER  VEAL CUTLET ;
i 908 $959 sq89 Many Colors to Choose From ;

o Includes Toast. Potato, Salad Bar

‘; SERVED ALL DAY MONDAY — 11-4 TUES.-SAT.

il SOUTHRIELD BELLEVILLE LIVONIA  FARMINGTON HILLS]
; z;sgsv:d:mmsﬁn,mmmmmxéﬁsw7num 36350 W, MLE

AT FARMINGTON RD.  ONE BLOCK z
11| wachuasr Paza 3 csmant Praza ortregied ©
’ 2584088 1% ATe0220 AT40203

HOURS: MON.-THURS. 11 to 8:30
+FRI. & SAT. 11-9+SUNDAY 11108
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LONE PINE FOAD
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Begin your new life together by
registering your preferences in
china, crystal, silver, flatware,

linen and kitchen needs. Courteous,
well-informed sales people will be
happy to provide needed assistance.
Gifts purchased for you will be
recorded to avoid duplications.

Jacobson's
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7 Save 10%1020%

on handsome and hearty Ethan Allen casual pine at Wiggs!

Enjoy comfort and good old-fashioned warmth of Ethan Allen
antiqued pine pieces . .. priced 1o save during our Summer Sale!
These are many more pieces on sa'e (from this collection) than we
can show including matching ottomans, loveseats, antiqued pine end
tables and wall systems. Choose from over 800 fabrics and colors on
the upholstered items.

What a Super Combination!
Wiggs and Ethan Allen . . . for fine Traditional
Furniture & Accessories at excellent prices!

Comne, see these beautitully displayed in our completely decorated, idea-filled Ethan Allen room settings
where you can plcture the grouping in your own home. reversible and i
make this perfect furniture for family room, playroom or den. Special note; the antiqued pine

may be hi at 'gst

@ Antiqued Pine Bookstacks, 90" group, reg. $793.50. . . Sale $648.50

® Wing Chair, reg. from $359.50. . . Sale from $299.50

@ 86" Sofa*, reg. from $619.50. . . Sale from $519.50

@ Piatform Rocker, reg. from $379.50. . . Sale from $319.50

@ Revolving Cogwheel Cocktail Table, reg. $289.50. . . Sale $249.50
*comparable savings on other sizes
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Telegraph at Long Lake Road (18 Mile)

N openson, Thurs.and " Fi WIPM 8 6447370




