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Stadium renovations gets boos from the

Down at Tiger Stadium on 78 different days this
year you will find a considerable number of dis-
gusting, sloppy, totally inexcusable actions that are
a lot of fun to watch. And you don’t even have to
worry about listening to any disco music.

If you happen to hit a slow day, you can usually -

rely on the game to provide at least mild amuse-
ment. But what we're mainly talkiig about here is «
the bleacher section, Ron LeFlore's favorite part of
the ballpark. N

The Detroit Baseball Club js the corporate front
for a man named John Fetzer. He owns what every-
body else calls the Tigers, when they're not calling
them something even worse. This summer, the:
baseball club has turned the bleachers into a sort of
pay-as-you-go Stalag 17.

A misguided move that is only-a smali part of the
larger, even rhore misguided reconstruction that
has been dragging on for the last couple years, thisg

tiny section enclosed by cyclone fencing.

Much of the reconstruction stadium-wide con-
sists of ripping out old, green wooden seats and re-
placing them with new, blue plastic seats. These
seats have aluminum tags numbering them, and
from a distance it creates the effects of polka'dots. ~ .

I have nothing against new seats at the ballpark.
But they shouldn't be blue. R

There used to be things you could count on in life
— things like the American flag. It is red, white and .
blue. Tiger Stadium is green.

Not anymore.

Now the stadium is well on its way to being polka
dots, and I've been a mite afraid lately to check out-
the flag.

THE STADIUM was sold two years ago for one
buck to a corporation established by Detroit. In
return, the former owners acquired a 30-year lease
and renovation financing of about.§13.5 million.
Some of this financing came through federal grants -
awarded because of the city’s involvement, biit $8.5
million took the form of bonds.

Somewhere, the bondholders are clipping their
coupons in security and comfort. Maybe they worry
about the problem of hiring good help, because they -
sure don’t worry about the bonds — upwards of 1.5
million “people contifiue to push through the
ballpark turnstiles, rain or shine, pennant or cellar,
year in and year out. Each of them ponies up 50
cents to pay off the bonds every time they enter the
park, a sum included in the ticket price and called a
surcharge.

2
bleacher renovation has squeezed thousands into a, '3

Ry &
‘The scattering of workmen renovating
to wait.’

Oh yes. The baseball club has that lease. You
should have such a lease, :

The club pays the city’s corporation a sliding
scale of rent, based on how many people attend
during the year. Club officials are very coy about
telling you just how much the rent is, but that
doesn’t really matter.

IT DOESN'T MATTER because none of that
money is going anywhere. Right now, the reat mon-
ey helps pay off the bonds, but when they're retired
it will go into a fund. The fund will be around awhile
— the 30-year lease has three 10-year options to
renew. By the time they all expire, the patina of age
may have given Ron LeFlore the same misty glory
as Ty Cobb.

All that while, the rent fund will be used to fix up
Tiger Stadium in whatever way the baseball club
and the eity’s corporation decide is nice.

This is like paying rent to the landlord who uses
the money to build a pool in the backyard that you
use to sell tickets to the neighbors so you can get
money to pay your rent. Nice work, if you can get it.

Still, Tiger Stadiurn is an aging structure and this
:rrangemem Jjust may have saved it from the scrap

eap. . .
Fetzer’s organization will never threaten the Lit-
tle Sisters of The Poor when it comes to benevo-
lence. Ask Willie Horton. Ask Les Moss. If it was
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cheaper to tear down the park than to fix it, the
wrecking ball would be on the scene so fast there
would be a parade of cops writing speeding tickets
in its wake.

AND IT SEEMS to me a better than even bet
than when the time came to build a replacement
stadium, Coleman Young would have twisted
enough legislative arms to get the same sugary deal
for the Tigers that the Lions made a beeline for in
building the taxpayers’ $54 million Silverdome. The

current arrangement is chicken feed by compari-

son. .

But back to the bleachers. Some structural reno-
vation is taking place, but the noticeable work will
be the replacement of the old wooden benches with
new, aluminum benches. They will be — blech! —
blue. They will probably also be very cold in the
spring and fall. .

The ball club says workers refuse to expose
themselves to winter weather in the unprotected
upper deck bleachers, so the replacement of those
bleachers has to take place in the summer.

Fhave my doubts about that. A Iot of construction
workers would be on their way to the dentist if their
eyeteeth would get them a job in the usually unem-
ployment-filled winter.

COINCIDENTALLY, it is also during the sum-
mer that most people say, ‘Hey, let's go see a ball

| bleachers

game.” Not many drop everything for a twi-night
doubleheader on Christmas Eve.

When your father wasn't old enough to have a
mustache, there were 11,211 bleacher seats. That's
how many there were last year, too. This year, be- °
cause of the renovation, there are 3,428. .

But wait — it's worse than it sounds. Of those, -
only 1,385 are in the upper deck. Now, anybody who -
attends Tiger games knows that the upper deck .
bleachers are the place to be. Retirees and a very :
strange man named Dirty Dinky Davis are about :
the only people who sit in the lower deck by choice.

This means that while the Tigers are selling no :
more than 3,428 bleacher seats per game, about an
even 3,400 of those ticket holders end up packing
themselves onto upper deck benches that supposed-
ly hold only 1,385 people.

You can easily wait an inning and a half in the
beer line, and no more concession stands are in-
cluded in the renovation.

The bleacher renovation is supposed to be fin-
ished in September, so maybe everything will be :
back to normal for the World Series. R
. This will give you a lot of happiness as you watch .
it on your television — buf look at the bright side.
At least the beer at home doesn't cost a buck. and
you don’t have to wait in line in the restroom.

From our readers

Editor:

Indians fish for livelihood

eel introduced to the lakes vid the St.

- L3 ? . . .
‘Ignorance is bliss,” rabbi charges

Editor:

The Observer -& Eccentric column,
Crackerbarrel Debate by Steve Barna-
by, waxes indignant when he takes De-
troit area rabbis to task on the issue of
freedoim of speech and everyone's right
to be heard. It is always simple to set
up straw men and then to knock them
down. )

Mr. Barnaby exhibits a familiarity
with the letter of censure written by
Rabbi Wine but chooses to ignore its
content. After all, as the.cliche goes,
ignorance is bliss. .

The Detroit area rabbis, in speakin;
to Rabbi Wine, stated “while respect-
ing the right of organizations and indi-
viduals to espouse any viewpoint, (they)
also reaffirm the responsibility of the
rabbinate. . to preserve the dignity
of the Jewish people and to protect the
welfare of the State of Israel.”

Neither Barnaby nor Wine, by omis-
sion or commission, can refute the fact
that all responsible people see the es-

i of a second F i
state (remémber Jordan?) on the bor-
der of Israel as a threat to the Israeli
“people and their quest for peace with
security.

Had LF. Stone come to Detroit, rent-
ed 2 hall and spewed out his message to
whomsoever cared to listen, the rabbis
might have responded to his misstate-
ments but would have respected his
right to be wrong. The objectidn is to
an institution which calls itself Jewish

inviting an individual to a platform -

knowing in advance that the individu-
al’s position is antithesis to that of the

vast majority of the Jewish communi- -

ty. . '

Will Rabbi'Wine now provide a plat-
form to every kook and demagogue
since, as he says “, . . We firmly be-
lieve in’the value of open inquiry and
free speech.” Is the inference supposed
to be that other rabbis do not believe in
open infuiry? It is like the John Birch
Society taking as its own the slogan,
“support your local police.” The infer-
ence there is that if you are not a mem-
ber of the John Birch Society, you do
not support youc local police. Again the
rabbi, like Barnaby, sets vp a straw
man, the easier to knock it down.

.I close with ‘gpé more note to Mr.
Barnaby. Sajing thiat Mr. Stone should
not have a Jewish platform from which

Coverage commended

Editor X

You are to be commended for the ex-
cellence of volume 90, number 74 of
the Farmington Observer. It reflected
the highest qualities of the finest tradi-
tion of American journalism. The com-
position, layout, photography, and
research-reporting was most impres-

sive.

1 should like to exyre? Tﬁmm

pecially for your two headline arti-
35; “Ra{bl ra:;ei . . and “Sollcitor
General. .." It is somewhat disturb-
ing, of course, that both articles re-
flected so negatively upon our north-
west metropolitan area Jewish com-
munity, but then yon atlowed the “chips
to fall where they would” and that is
important to a free press.

_The former of the two articles wasa
‘powerful assertlon of the rights of free
speech and.was astonishing in its indi-

‘cation that our community of Jewish
- Yrabbis, of all people, should be taking
¢communal action to - censure Rabbi

Wine for his insistance upon freedom of
ideas and balanced discussion. That is
especially disturbing when one consid-
ers that the issue involved, Israeli and

~PLO, could very well be so badly

mishandled by either Israel or the PLO
as to precipitate a world destroying
Armegeddon.

When one adds to all that the import
of the second lead article on the hunt-
ing of Nazi affiliates in the USA 35
years after the demise of Hitler’s
regime, one gets the feeling of a new
facism abroad today champioped by
our Jewish community. That is intoler-
able, and certainly our rabbi friends
are bright enough to know- that if it
"

‘gets loose” In our world again,”

whether fostered by the Israeli, PLO,

or Germans, everybody, loses.— and -
. minoriy groups most.

J. HAROLD ELLENS, Rhb,
Pastor, University Hills Chiurch,
)  Farmington Hills

. "

to espouse his opinions is no more an
attempt to stifle free speech than is de-
nying rabbis the right to criticize even
when it is one of their own colleagues.
1t is indeed much simpler to write an
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emotional editorial page column than gress of the sender.
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C President

‘Angles’ item draws ire

Editor

It was reported in the Observer’s In-
side Angles column, Monday, June 25,
that *more programs come and go be-
fore the class starts” at the Farming-
ton Community Center.

Fact: the summer schedule features
40 classes and only four have been can-
celled by the center,or the teacher. The
column also stated that “the trip to see
Mel Torme at Meadowbrook was cal
celed before it was publicized.” Fact:
All events and classes are publicized in
the summer brochure which was
mailed to 28,000 Farmington area resi-
dents May 16. .

The Mel Torme trip was canceled be-
cause of poor response on June 19. The

center offers trips as a service to the
area community but if they choose not
to attend, it is only good business to
cance] before ticket money has to be
sent to Meadowbrook.

‘There are 11 special events and trips

_outlined in the summer brochure and

only two have been canceled. Inside
Angles stated that “it is beginning to
wonder about the big house on the hill.”
Well, we are beginning to wonder about
our big newspaper at the intersection.
Just which one of us is acting more re-
sponsible to the Farmington communi-

ty?
y SHARRON ZAMCZYE,
Poblic Relations Director,
Farmington Communlty Center

‘Views draw applause

Editor:

Please let me applaud you for writ-
ing such a beautiful editorial support-
ing free speech and open inquiry and
denouncing the censure of Rabbi
Skerwin Wine,

Yours is a refreshing rational voice
that makes me proud of the field of
journalism. I also am very proud that I
had the opportunity to meet you per-
sonally several times in your office.

- My first impression of you was that
you were indeed a sensitive, astute,
open-minded, fair and beautiful human

_belng. My impression has been proved
" over and over again,

Thank ‘you for your’ continued sup-
port.
' " MARILYN ROWENS,
E drama

. .

T am a Bay Mills Chippewa woman,
residing in Southfield. Needless to say;

.1 was somewhat upset when I read Tim

Richard’s article (“The White Man
sheds a tear,” July 5).

1t is top bad he did not get some of
the facts before he wrote the article.
The attitude of many whites over this
fishing issue is one of racial hysteria.
Judge (Noel) Fox has considered the
earlier decision, as has the Michigan
Supreme Court, in an earlier decision
on similiar issues.

THESE ARE the facts: The Bay
Mills Chippewas are descendants of a
group of Indians'who lived at the Sault
and fished for their living. Periodically
they would travel about and fish in
other parts of Lake Superior, the stra-
its and Lake Michigan. Because they
had lived that way for hundreds of
years, they insisted on retaining the
right to fish when the whites took away
all their land and other rights, in the

" treaties of the 1800’s. Since these treat-

ies were signed, the way of life has re-
mained the same, Bay Mills is a com-
munity of less than 1,000 people, many
of whom depend on the fishing industry
for their livelihood. They go out to fish
the same way your readers go to work
at Ford or Allstate or NBD. How would
it be if someone sald your readers
couldn’t do that anymore?

Another fact not considered by hys-
terical white sportsmen is that Indians
are not responsible for the depletion of

lake trout. The culprit in this case is .

the sea lamprey, a voracious salt water

Lawrence Seaway in the 1950's.

The Seaway, of course, was an inven-
tion for the profit of whites — if we
must get racial. In adgition, the repro-
duction of all lake creatures has been
hampered by the addition of massive
doses of chemical pollutants to the lake
waters — again, by whites.

Mr. Richard states that there is “evi-
dence to the contrary” that Indians will
conserve this resource. Yet, neither he
nor his beau ideal, Tom Washington,
are forthcoming with any factual evi-
dence. :

Judge Fox's decision gives fishing
rights which may not be limited by the
state, but limits have been set by the
tribe. It is in the tribe's best interest to
preserve the fish, after all. Whites are
often guilty of fishing without a license
or over the limit, as any conservation
officer can tell you.

Regarding Mr. Richard’s parting
shot about the Indians drinking white
man’s blood in 1763, if that has any-
thing to do with the fishing issue I'd
like to see him explain it and, at the
same time, tell the truth about the pro-
vocation offered by the whites.

Yd like to see him prove that
anyone's blood was drunk.

Paleface history, and mare of it is in
the making in your newspaper.

I think we deserve equal time in your
newspaper, in the interest of fairness,
and to keep this hysteria from getting
somebody hurt.

ELAINE LEBLANC SCHUSTER,
Southfield
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