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is target

State mandate provision draws heat from local officials

By JACKIE KLEIN

State Sen. Doug Ross has come under
attack by Southfield officials for intro-
ducing legislation which allegedly

Hills and Flint Democrat Gary Corbin,
passed the senate. The measure is
being debated by the House of Repre-
sentatives and is-expected to be passed
before the legislature's July 14 recess.

violates the Headlee Ross an
many stats cnsts to the bill currently on the
for local services. house floor, requiring the state to pay

The senate bill, co-sponsored by
Ross, an Oak Park Democrat whose
district includes Southfield, Lathrup

for increased levels of service in the
areas of folice, fire, and ambu]ance
units.

Village, F and

Ross said, was instrumen-

Ross fights rent burden

(Canliuued from page 1A)

cent of its income with a monthly rent
of only $200. To reduce rent to 25 per-
cent of income, rent must drop to $125
a month. This means moving to sub-
standard dwellings. Public housing i: is

afraid they'll have to move if their
rents continue to rise.”

Cost of the proposed program is
$18.6 million, Ross said. The average
credit to the nearly 20,000 eligible sen-
for citizen households is $300 and $260
for the more than 50,000 eligible gener-

. Only 3,500

Michigan are receiving federal rent
subsidizes in private dwelling units.”

Long waiting lists already character-
ize federally financed Michigan State
Housing and Development projects, he
said. And the shortage of public hous-
ing is sure to continue with projected
cutbacks in federal housing programs.

“The psychological costs of moving
are considerable,” he said.“The trauma
of being forced to move because of fi-
nancial difficulties combined with
being uprooted from one’s home and
community shouldn't be minimized.”

The 75 percent state return for the
general public would be a cost-sharing
device to insure a continued incentive
to hold down rents and discourage
moving to more expensive housing,
Ross said

The 100 percent return is proposed
for the elderly because of the already
existing barriers to further mobility,
Ross said. Seniors are looking for re-
sources o remain in their dwelling
units rather than move, he said.

“THE PROPOSAL will benefit many
seniors who are worried about the
future,” Ross said. “By placing an ab-
solute ceiling on how high a burden
they must bear, the measure would re-
duce the anxiety of seniors who are

al

Ross also has introduced a bill re-
quiring landlords to pay tenants the
market rate of interest on security
deposits. Interest on security deposits
is fair because landlords are using
tenants’ money, Ross said.

“Landlords are organized but renters
have no spokesmen in Lansing,” Ross
said. “They can't represent themselves
and the problems facing renters were
never priorities. I made a commite-
ment to be one legislator who considers
renters a special concern.

“The bills don’t freeze rents because

tal in proposing the amendment, and he
is confident that it will be approved
when the legislation goes back to the
senate conference committee,

‘The amendment may help Ross get
out of hot water with Southfield offi-
cials, wlio Monday proposed a resolu-
tion critical of Ross’ original proposed
bill. But city council and Mayor Donald
Fracassi declined to make the resolu-
tion official before final legislative ac-
tion on Senate Bill 460, the Headlee

. state-mandated costs measure.

“Sen. Ross, before being elected to
the senate, espoused the cause of the
Michigan consumer,” the proposed res-
olution reads. “It can be safely as-
sumed his advocacy of consumer rights
was a contributing factor to his elec-
tion.

“HIS ELECTION to the senate was
considered a boon to the consumer. It's
reasonable to expect that his former
concern for the consumer would insure
a watchdog approach for state costs to
be eventually paid by the taxpaying
public.”

Ross, the fesolution adds, co-spon-
sored and continues to advocate enact-
ment of Senate Bill 460 to implement
the Headlee amendment, a constitu-
tional change aproved by voters last
November.

The purpose of the amendment, ac-
cording to-the resolution, is to insure a

- limit on the amount of state and local

taxes which can be collected in one
year unless approved by voters.
The the con-

that kind of rent control
construction of apartments which are
needed by retirees. The legislature
spends $350 million a year in property
tax relief. It can afford to pay $20 mil-
lion a year for rent relief.”

Because renters lack political self-
confidence, they're not organized, Ross
said. He proposes a landlord-tenant
council, a state-wide renters lobby and
a letter-writing campaign to the gover-
nor and legislaturee to urge passage of
the proposed act.
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EMU students

earn degrees

Michael T. McDonough of Farming-
ton and Jean L. Hellbrunn of Farming-
ton Hills received master of arts and
master of fine arts degrees respective-
ly from Eastern Michigan University
at spring commencement.
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tinues, also prohibits the state from
mandating services or an increase in
services or activities without covering
the costs.

“Senate Bill 460 will, if it becomes
law, exempt vital library, street and
maintenance, parks and recreation and
police and fire services as optional, not
required by state law,” the resolution
reads. “These services would be ineligi-

- ble for reimbursement if the stte de-
crees a change which would entail add-

pleasure and loss of confidence in Sen,
Ross for his promotion of legislation
that will have dire economic results for
local government.

ies or the state.

“We only exempted services not re-
quired by state law in order to comply
with Headlee,” Ross said. “If there’s 2
between state legislators

Copies of the r
Southfield officials, should be pmvlded
to the media so voters in the 15th Sen-
ate District may be aware of “how
shallow is Ross’s concern for the con-
sumer and his willingness to abort the
mandate given by the electorate.””

_ Rossargues that the legislature must

F ition E, the Headlee

ed costs to local
“The mayor and council of Southfield
by this resolution makes known its dis-

amendment, exactly as it was intended
even though it may not be best for cit-

and cities, a remedy may be sought in
court. . .

“THE BILL will stand up to court
tests because it meets the letter and
spirit of the Headlee amendment. The
Michigan Municipal League (MML)
says the proposed legislation has more
than 16 loopholes in it. The league
claimed the Headlee amendment had
to6 many loopholes to begin with.”
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