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Undergrads have opinions, too

By BARBARA UNDERWOOD

‘The next time you read the results of
.a poll on President Carter's current
-popularity or the energy crisis, the an-
swers may have come from colleges
and universities across the country.

Opinicn 18, The National Opinion Or-

ion of College Under
is off the ground and flylng but has yet
to conduet its first poll.

That will come early this fall and the.
results, NewsPoll, will be sold to inter-
ested publmanons and  advertising
agencies.

Opinion 18 is the brainchild of four
graduates of Seaholm High School in
Birmingham-John Katov and Warren
Rose, 1979 graduates, and Mark Voel-
pel and Chris McQueen, 1978 gradu-
ates.

Opinion 18 originated when Katov
researched existing polling organiza-
tions and found that none surveyed col-
lege undergraduates.

“THIS IS exactly what we propose to
do, Voelpel said this week.

- Opinion 18 plans call for polling
Some 5,000 students in 75 colleges and
universities across the country.

And who is interested in what college
students think, read, buy and talk
about?

“If this kind of poll doesn't exist, pos-
sibly there is no desire for it, but people
should know what we are thinking,”
Voelpel said. “Nobody ever considers
us (college students) seriously.

Because the four young businessmen
are college students they believe that
will lend credibility to their venture.

I'WE ARE undergraduates
ourselves,” Voelpel said. “We are insid-
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ers to what is going on, not just a pro-
fessional group trying to glean infor-
mation.”

The organization’s name was chosen
because the four founders were all 18
years old when it began. Two are now
19. They will be attending four differ-
ent collleges in the fall.

Katov will be 2 freshman at the Uni-
versity of Chicago where Opinion 18 is
based. Warren Rose will enter Albion
College. Voelpel and McQueen, both
sophomores, will attend Harvard and
the University of Michigan respective-

ly.

They are nnt concerned about con-
ducting their business from four widely
separated locations. All but Rose will
communicate via Telex and Western
Union Data Gram service and they
plan to meet monthly in Birmingham.

“Our biggest problem this summmer
is to pull it all together, get the net-
work set up and get subscribers,” Voel-
pel said.

GETTING IT all together includes
signing up at least 50 and pOSSlhly as
many as 75 poll takers — one in eachl
state with the possibility of having two
in the most heavily poulated states.

Letters have been sent to many em-
ployment. agencies and returns are:
starting to come in, Voelpel said.

Each person who agrees to be a poll'
taker will be asked to distribute 100
questionnaires each month and return
at least 75 each month. Each poll will
deal with one major subject.

If each of 75 poll takers return the
minimum 75 questionnaires each
month, the survey will give opinions of;
more than 5,600 college students Iromi
across the country. Major polls con-
ducted in this country are based on
1,500 responses, Voelpel said.

Keep Red Cross
ready.

“Ours would not be a scientific poll
but we don't think we need that be-
cause a college group is more special-
ized (in age, lifestyle) and the larger
number being polled would make the
results closer to average,”

In recent weeks, responses have
made the outlook for Opinion 18 “very
optimistic,” Voelpel said.

The June 28 issue of the New York
Times carried an item about the organ-
ization in its advertising column. The
publisher of Us magazine wrote a per-
sonal letter to Katov indicating interest
in the poll resullts.

A professor at Long Island Universi-
ty, Campbell Ewald advertising agen-
cy, station WABX and other media alsc

have shown interest, Voelpel said.
Ampersand, a supplement to college
newspapers wjith 800,000 circulation, is
another possibility being investigated.

“WE AT Opinion'18 foresee great
suceess in our operation,” Voelpel said.

‘The estimated $15,000 budget needed
to get the business rolling is being ac-
cumulated in a variety of ways.

“We are selling stock, taking loans
from people and will apply to the Small
Business Administration,” Voelpel said.
“We have to be rejected by two banks
before we can go to the Small Business
Administration.

“I donm't think that will be much
trouble,” he added.

Emphysema or
hidden asthma?

Some people diagnosed as emphyse-
ma patients may instead have a newly
discovered — and reversible — condi-
tion called “hidden asthma.”

That's the surprising finding of an
extensive study of patients at the Uni-
versity of Colorado Medical Center.
The study’s purpose was to evaluate a

pilot program of home-based care for °

emphysema patients. Nearly 20 per-
cent of those diagnosed as suffering
from irreversible emphysema respond-
ed early in treatment to bronchodila-
tors and corticosteroids.

All patients entered into the study
with at least 50 percent loss of lung
function. The unexpected, fast response
to treatment of some patients prompt-
ed closer examination.

“The features of these patients were

a family history of asthma and obstruc-
tive lung disease without a very heavy
smoking history,”. says Dr. Thomas L.
Petty, chief of pulmonary disease at
the University of’ Cu]orado Medical
Center.

Unlike emphysema, which is caused
chiefly from heavy cigarette smoking,
asthma ean be triggered by an enor-
mous variety of events. While asthma
involves a constriction of the air pas-
sages of the lungs, emphysema results
in destruction of the air sacs, where ox-
ygen and carbon dioxide are
exchanged. Both involve marked diffi-
culties in breating.

A spirometry test, which measures
the amount of air in exhalation, was in-
valuable in unmasking hidden asthma
patients. Those whose expiratory vol-
ume of air was relatively high during
the first second showed the greatest
improvement during continuing treat-
ment. Using the test, says Dr. Petty,
“should and will become a standard
tool for general practitioners and inter-
nists, not just chest physicians.”

To find out more about all types of
lung diseass and their causes, contact
the American Lung
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