By DAN GUIDO

The use of marijuana, under certain

¢ circumstances, could soon be legal in

Michigan.

The Michigan Senate recently passed
a bill to allow the medical use of mari-
juana for cancer patients throughout
the state,

The final roll call showed 29 Sena-
tors voting for legalizing marijuana for
medical purposes, with only five voting
no.

Encluded in the 29 affirmative votes
were Senators Robert Geake, R-North-
ville, whose district includes Plymouth
and Livonia; Ed Pierce, D-Ann Arbor;
and Doug Ross, D-Oak Park, whose dis-
trict includes Farmington and South-
field.

Senate Bill 185 was introduced by
Sen. Steve Monsma, D-Grand Rapids.

THE MEDICAL marijuana bill fol-
lows on the heels of a bill passed by the
senate in May which would decriminal-
ize the use of small amounts of mari-
Juana (less than 30-grams) in the priva-
cy of one’s home. N

That bill passed the Senate by a 20-
14 vote with Geake voting against it,
Pierce and Ross in favor.

Both bills must now go before the ,

Michigan House where it is generally
conceded that both will pass because of

Senate OKs medical marijuana;

an influx of new rep who
have shown a favorable attitude
toward medical use and decriminaliza-
tion.

In a telehone interview shortly after
the medical marijuana bill's passage,
Roger Winthrop, the Michigan coordi-
nator for the National Organization for
the Reform of Marijuana Laws
{NORML), declared a victory for those
who have worked to pass pro-marijua-
na laws.

“Monsma’s bill should go a long way
in helping those who suffer from the
terrible side effects of chemotherapy
and the pain of glaucoma to get relief,”
Winthrop said.

Dick Klaver, an administrative as-
sistant to Monsma, said the bill's pas-
sage by the senate and the eventual
passage by the house should help to
standardize current medical use of
marijuana throughout the state.

“There are several clinics in Michi-
gan and elsewhere in the nation which
have been fighting for the right to ad-
‘minister marijuana to their patients.

“WHAT THIS bill will establish is a
program with the Food and Drug Ad-
ministration which will allow the legal
use of marijuana by glaucoma and can-
cer patients who have received a pre-
scription for the substance from their
doctor,” Klaver said.

Librarians prepare
l for legal bookworms

el

Do you have the new ‘Lemon Law'?

“How do I get my security deposit
back?”

“Does Michigan still allow alimo-
ny?

“Can 1 sce the Headlee Amend-
ment?”

In response to a growing demand for
legal information, the Oakland County
Library Board sponsored a one-day
workshop to help librarians satisfy
these requests,

The “Librarians and the Law" work-
shop, attended by 55 librarians from
Oakland County, acquainted them with
the basic legal information sources.

RICHARD L. BEER, director of the

: Adams-Pratt Oakland County Law

Library, led the participants through
the publication stages of state and fed-

eral laws. Each librarian had a booklet
containing sample pages that demon-
strated the important features required
to trace a law through its various
forms and amendments.

After the morning lecture on stat-
utes, the librarians were given sample
questions similar to those asked by li-
brary patrons. They were asked to find
the answers in the partial sets of Michi-
gan Statutus Annotated and the U.S.
Code Service, which were contributed
by the publishers — Callaghan and Co.
and Lawyers' Cooperative Publishing
Co.

There were lectures on court reports,
legal encyclopedias, choosing and buy-
ing law books, and the difference be-
tween handling reference questions and
giving legal advice.
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‘1 do think the discussion on the bill will be
conducted in a better tone than it has been in
previous years. We shouldn’t have anybody
hitting anyone else over the head with ash-
trays like we had a couple of years ago.’

p, NORML

— Roger Wi

Klaver explained that marijuana re-  of marijuana in their homes.”
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home use next?

Even with the new reps this year it still
could be a hell of a battle to get it
passed.”

Winthrop said this year’s decriminal-
ization was the 20th such bill intro-
duced in the Michigan Legislature in
the past 11 years.

“Few people know there have been
20 attempts to get this through the
house and senate. In fact we conducted
a poll a while back which showed few
senators knew that 20 decrim bills
have been introduced in Michigan.

“The first 16 died in committee, the
17th lost by five votes, the 18th by
three, and the 19th by one. So you can
see, we're getling closer to passage
every year.”

Winthrop also expects a tough fight
to get the decriminalization bill passed
by the house.

“This is a very emotional issue in
Michigan and always has been. There
are a lot of reps in the house who feel
very strongly on the issue, whether
they are for or against it.
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duces the severe vomiting and stomach
sickness, side effects of chemotherapy
treatments administered to cancer
patients. With glaucoma, Klaver added,
the substance helps reduce the pressure
on the afflicted person’s eye.

“Seven other states already have
passed similar medical marijuana
bills, including New Mexico, which af-
ter months of paperwork has finally be-
gun to receive a supply of marijuana
from the federal government.”

Klaver and Winthrop both agreed
that the bill should pass the house with-
out much trouble, but added that it
could take months to get the clinical
program worked out with the FDA
which would start the flow of federally-
grown marijuana to Michigan.

UNDER MONSMA'S bill, only li-
censed doctors would be allowed to
prescribe marijuana. to cancer and
glaucoma patients.

‘The doctors also would be required
to take delivery of the marijuana, be-
cause ists would be ibi

Current marijuana laws in Michigan
are too “strict and enforced unfairly,”
he said. He believes the present system
allows police officers too much discre-
tion in enforcement.

“You might have a situation where a
police officer pulls over a teenager for
speeding and, when he does, notices a
marijuana cigarette in the car.

“If the teenager is in any way bellig-
erent to the cop, he'll get busted. If the
kid is respectful to the cop, chances are
the officer will ignore the marijuana
and let him go. That type of enforce-
ment I feel is very unfair.”

HART SAID the bill was necessary
from another standpoint.

“There are 36 million Americans
who have smoked marijuana at one
time or another, 15 million of which
smoke it regularly. With these kind of
statistics, it’s stupid to keep busting
people for marijuana and giving them
criminal records.”

Hart said he was opposed to the state

ization of i) because he

from distributing the substance to the
physicians’ patients.

Klaver said he doubted there would
be any problem with unauthorized per-
sons getting marijuana from a physi-
cian’s office without a prescription, or
persons who do not suffer from cancer
or glaucoma obtaining the substance
illegally.

The decriminalization bill passed by
the’ Senate, (SB 65) was sponsored by
Sen. Jerome Hart, D-Saginaw. The bill,
if signed into law, will mandate a civil,
rather than a criminal, penaity for
those who use 30 grams of pot or less in
their own homes.

Hart said he proposed the legislation
to the senate “because there is a de-
monstrable need in the state to createa
uniform method of dealing with those
persons who wish to use small amounts

Sic.\e\li‘-‘“‘s“‘e

SPECIAL THIS WEEK ONLY
SUITS & SPORTCOATS

Limited Stock

Pierre Cardin

Oscar de la Renta

Martini

Jupiter of France

') Reg. $98 to $158

/2 off

¥s Zip-Lined Leather Jacket

NOwW 1

Reg. $175

H  NOW 98 .*108
RATED FOUR STAR BY THE UNDERGROUND SHOPPER

JACK’S FACTORY OUTLET .

335-8277 -
Wholesale Men's Wear
Miracle Mile Shopping Center
Telegraph North of Square Lake Road

53

VISA, LUK AMZRCAND 3 MASTON CHUAGE sccapd.

en Mon. Tues, Wed. 10-6 Thurs,, Fri. 10-8 Sat, 10-7 Sun. 12-5

felt the federal government should han-
dle the issue.

“This type of thing needs to be uni-
form throughout the country. When you
decide to legalize marijuana, you have
to decide upon a way of marketing it.
The only practical way would be for
the federal government to commission
farmers throughout the country to
grow it, then package it and rate the
stuff according to its potency, and sell
and tax it through state approved facil-
ities.”

* Although Hart said the Monsma bill
would easily pass through the house af-
ter the summer recess, he said he ex-
pected “one hell of a fight” to get his
bill through the same body.

“Similar bills like mine went down in
the house by three votes a couple of
years ago, and by one vote this year.
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