- SEMTA pullouz?

Funding frazzle snags transport decision

By TOM LONERGAN

1f Oakland County withdraws from the Southeastern Michigan
‘Transportation Authority (SEMTA), it's not assured of state and
federal funds for a county-only transit system.

That's the conclusion of County Executive Daniel Murphy’s off-
ice, which reported last week that the county can legally withdraw
from the seven-county regional transportation authority.

“It’s legal for us (to withdraw), but the unclarities of funding and
service have to be addressed,” said Députy County Executive Pa-
trick Nowak.

A FEASIBILITY study of the county’s operating its own transit
system, released last week to the County Board of Commissioners'
planning and building ittee, makes no ion. The
committee received the report with no comment and will discuss it
at another meeting at 3 p.m. Thursday.

“We see a number of different approaches,” Nowak said, which
may be discussed with the committee this week.

Nowak said the county hopes for the continued development of a
regional ion system. “Work, and other needs
demand that public transit go beyond our (boundary) lines.”

County Executive Murphy vetoed the county board’s decision
Tast year to withdraw from SEMTA. Shortly after SEMTA ap-
proved a $1.4 billion regional transportation plan, which included a

‘We've got SEMTA, why the hell do we want
to start something else? It doesn’t appear that
we would get any (state and federal mass
transit) grants.’

- Commissioner Alexander Perinoff

“OPERATIONALLY," according to the feasibility study, “the
impact of (SEMTA) withdrawal would be quick and signifi

THE REPORT says SEMTA's figures show “a considerable gap
exists” between funding and fare revenues the transportation au-
thority receives from having Oakland in the region and what SEM-
TA spends on services in the county.

SEMTA'’s Oakland Division reported a 25 percent increase in
ridership last month, compared with June 1978. The transit au-
thority began an advanced reservation small bus service in the
courity the past year. It also operates major line bus routes, park-
and-ride bus service, a dial-a-ride program and the commuter rail
from Pontiac.

_The county is dissatisfied with the level of service SEMTA pro-
vides in O:flgland and the report says future prospects “do not look
very promising.”

But just what the county executive recommends remains to be
seen.

PATRICK NOWAK
Deputy county executive

SEMTA would n6 longer have the right, nor the responsibility, to
operate public transit services in Oakland County.”

Withdrawal means the county would lose its representation on
the SEMTA Board of Directors. That factor, and uncertainty over
whether the county or SEMTA would receive state transportation
tax revenues collected in Oakland, make it “highly unlikely that
SEMTA would continue to provide any service ... after

$714 million subway in Detroit, Oakland requested
the intra-county transit feasibility study.

SEMTA's plan calls for a ﬂghl rail line which would be under-
ground from downtown to Grand Boulevard and elevated from the
boulevard to McNichols (Six Mile).

COMMISSIONER JOHN Peterson, R-Rochester, a SEMTA
opponent, said last week there is sufficient board support to pull
the county out of SEMTA. Such an action requires approval by a
two-thirds majority — 18 of the 27 commissioners.

Peterson, who sponsored the feasibility study action, said the
report “wasn’t exactly what I had hoped for. I do think the county
e:hecu(ive's people tried to avoid taking a position one way or the
other.”

‘The “underlying factor” in the county’s threatened SEMTA with-
drawal, said Commissioner Robert McConnell, R-Farmington
Hills, is the proposed subway from downtown Detroit to the New
Center area.

Board'Democrats from the county's southern cities, including
Southfield, have opposed withdrawing from SEMTA.

“We've got SEMTA. Why the hell-do we want to start something
else?” asked Cq issi \! der Perinoff, D- “It
doesn't appear that we would get any (state and federal mass
transit) grants.”

AVAILABILITY of state transportation tax revenues for a coun-
ty transit system remains in question.

‘The report adds the county shouldn’t presume it can get any of
the $600 million the federal government has committed to SEMTA
for the regional transportation system.

Federal funding of a county transit system “is loaded with unre-
solved questions and uncertainties.” SEMTA is the “designated
recipient” of federal transit funds for the region, the report says.

" the report says.
The study notes the time required to start up an Oakland transit
system makes purchase of.transitional services from SEMTA nec-

essary.

“It would be very difficult for the county system to operate
wholly on its own,” the report says later, noting that SEMTA, in
response to withdrawal, may resist allowing the county to operate
commuter service to Detroit and east-west routes to Macomb
County.

“Unless the county was content with only intra-county transit
services,” the report continued, “inter-county services would need
to be purchased from SEMTA.” Another long-range option, the
report says, is purchasing all services from SEMTA.

THE REPORT doesn't spare SEMTA of criticism, however.

“The dominance and power that Detroit exhibits (in SEMTA)
makes . . . equitable services and the fair allocation of funds to
Oakland County a virtual impossibility.”

“It’s a joke the way the (Michigan) legislature has set up SEMTA
representation,” Nowak said, adding that it discriminates against
Oakland County. .

Oakland has three representatives on the SEMTA board, one
selected by the Board of Commissioners and two appointed by the
Southeast Michigan Council of Governments (SEMCOG) from per-
sons nominated at a caucus of local governments.

Mayor Coleman Young appoints five Detroit representatives to
the 15-member board, suburban Wayne County commissioners ap-
point three out-county representatives and the Macomb county
board appoints two. The four other counties in the SEMTA region
share two represtatives, one appointed by SEMCOG and one by the
governor.

“That’s the kind of approach that has incurred anger (towards
SEMTA),” Nowak said.

Auto experts go to pot (holes

As sure as crocuses bloom in the

spring so, too, do chuckholes. Both re-
flect the vagaries of Mother Nature at
her best and at her worst. Crocuses, in
all their fragile beauty, are a delight to
the eye of the beholder. Chuckholes, on
the other hand, are the bane of motor-
ists everywhere.

When a vehicle unsuspectingly slams
into a pothole, a tire can be blown out,
a wheel rim bent, suspension systems

and front end alignment knocked out of
kilter, if not ruined, and whee! covers
popped off.

Automotive and industry soucres es-
timate that the miniature craters that
pockmark highways with the spring
thaw are responsible for more than
$200 inillion in damages to vehicles
annually.

In fact, the problem is so serious that
engineers at Chrysler Corporation de-

cided years ago they would not wait for
the forces of nature. They created their
own chuckholes to test vehicle reliabili-
ty.

At the corporation’s Chelsea Proving
Grounds, 60 miles west of Detroit,
chuckholes, built to specifications, have
been designed into roads at the facility
to test vehicle suspension systems be-
fore they are installed on cars or
trucks,

But None Betier

SOMERSET MALL
Big Beaver Road at Coolldge,Troy
Sunday 12-5/Monday, Thursday,
Friday 10-9/Other days 10-6

G
ORIENTALRVE =

The Very Best Prices
HAND WASHING (No Chemicals)
REPAIRING-APPRAISALS

Qutstanding Collection of Oriental Rugs
Credit Cards Accepted

3218.MAIN @ ROYALOAK @ 547-5000

We BUY & TRADE Used Rug
at

Some i
A TRUSTED NAVE 1 S
Moy 1010 N. Hunter
Be Biemingham A
. M 7177
Bigger « Bakdwin Console Pianos.
g9 $1285

* Baidwin Organs.
51085
© Hammong Qrgans
1168

§
« Select Used Pianos &
Organs

GROUP & PRIVATE
LESSONS

TERMS - TRADES

Aso.
Detroit and Dearborn

T

Imports From England
On Display In Our
5000 Sq. Ft. Showroom

Dian S. Eidschun
Antiques

WALL UNITS IN POPULAR
BURNISHED OAK MELAMINE FINISH

Your choice $ ’
Regularly $229.95-$279.95

NOW you save $365 on the 4 units shown in burnished
oak Melamine finish with concealed fights to accent your
disptays. Units A, C, D are 30" wide X 72" high x 15" deep
and unit B is 20" wide. The desk/bar unit has a light be-
hind the drop lid. We have other wall units at sale prices.

1 66 each plece

+BLOOMFIELD HILLS: 2540 WOODWARD at Sq. Lake Rd. .., 338:0803
+ BIRMINGHAM: 101 TOWNSEND across from Hughes-Halcher” 644-5950
+ LIVONIA/REDFORD: 14211 TELEGRAPH at Schoalcraft, -, . 534-8200°

‘OPENDALLY 04, SAT. 10430
‘CLOSED SUNDAY
VISA«DOERS
MASTER CHARGE + AMERICAN
EXPRESS

[ SUMMER SALE

8% foot Umbrella
Reg. 142
SALE 3119%

48" Table
*and 4 Chairs
Reg. *435

SALE *359

JIMMES

at Jimmies Rustics

* Redwood « Cushions
SALE * Aluminum *Umbrella
ITEMS: « Wrought ron &
* Much More

>N RUS”CS COMPLETELY CASUAL FURNITURE

: . ) BIRMINGHAM ROCHESTER LIVONIA
- 4337"? g&?&?&%‘ ELTOAD Towne & Country Tutizu 221 Hamilton -e20N. Min, 20500 W, Six Mile
Corner Lone Pine Road Dearborn-—-23690 Michigan Ave. Daily 9:30-5:30 Daily 9:30-5:30 Dily 9:30-8:00
Saturdy 104 626-5440 Bloomfleld- 4107 Telegraph Rd. Thurs. & Fri. il 9 Thurs. & Fri. il 9 Wed. & Sat, 8:30-5:30
| T marimes oy sopoinrmnt o4z 5000 | 1110S. R Rd. in Winchester Mal § Sun. Noon-4 Sun.‘11-4
1 om

Lane--



