THE FARMINGTQN ENTERPRISE
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BYnnpsls.-Tnm Shelby, a rancher]
the :frantier town

ecta Shelby whn 1 xone alon
merely &8 & #pect Ha decltn,
The hanor.  Inalwhant, the irl dia-
misses the . mssemblage, - Shelby .
Tuns into two of the refected sulf-
oz, Nght worsts_the
both, Augered at their Temarkj;
he re(uml the girl, mlnll

a h the way 1l
.u tells her husband her name
Olga Carlyn, and also tells hi
something, of -u& peculiar

stances of horJife.
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CHAPTER VI—Continued.
She made herself say these words
calmly, looking him frankly in! the
face, yet as he went outside, clpsiog
. the door behind him, seerningly’ fluite
gatisfied with her readiness to abide
the situetion, she bowed her heagd on
the dirty table, and her hody shook
with sobs which con!d no-longer b
restralned. So this was what she had
come to—this! She had kept ugrseif
wpall day with dreams; and thig was
the realization. She lifted her)face
and Jooked abont, the tears still miat-
Ing in ber’ eyes; then she sudgealy
laughed, and stood up with ¢l eeks
‘glowing, and Jips firm}y set. It was
« horrible meds, to- be sure, yef the
place Itself was not 86 bad; shq had |
lived In far ‘worse; and once ppt In
some degree of order and cleanliness
“ it might prove falrly conifortable in-

deed. She survered the scene, g re-
vealed by the yellow,, flame of the
. lamp, her. hean beatig} faster. |This

. wns to be'her home. ;She: hnd come
here_as mistress. It {pﬁeregl o} t, 50
much what it was not | but what she
shonm make of it. H slender [form

with new de 1
Therv was yet another door, ani
looked but through intdb a
lenn-to, the lamp held high ove
heed. This was evidently. the kitf
contalning; as it did, a. smaly
stove, a sort of roughly built
ang sink, the latter slaeked with
washed dishes. An armnful.of
~ood lay on the fioor, and hnlq
of bacon hung to a nail. :
Olga gave vent tq another Jhugh,
. but this time there was no hint of hys-
terta in It. She had found herself.
Dressed still In the long duster} sbe.
set down the lamp ofi & small fable,
and dropping upon her knees, syIftlyy
kthdléa a fire io the! stove. Ak the
wood began to .rncl.le cheerfully, she
rearched the closet for materlals, re-.
Jolelng to discover spme dishek yet
unused, together with remnants of
food sufficlent for her purpose. Fhere
was ‘supur, condensed milk, B few
. Enarly potatods, a small sack of [Bour;

she
small
her
hen,
ook
oset,
un-
it
stah

* and 2 half can of coffee. She dgmped

these out on the table. and begah{hum-
- ming a tune, ‘s she added the shb of
bacorf'to these treasures. She w4s too
busy by now to give another thought
‘to the dirt and disorder ahout her.
elby was kept outslde consjdera-
Wy longer thon he had anticipated.
The buckskin, in spite of a sixtj-mile
Sourney, retalned vicloushess epongh
to kick the lantern out of the|Kid's
hand snd smash it Into smitherceos,
this compelling the two to wqrk in
darkoess. Mscklin, unacquainted with
the surroundings, was of little use,
and most of .the work had to bg done
by Shelby in person. When it was all
;1over with both men were sweating
{orofusely, tired and. angry,: the Kid
cursing everything from the creation
of the world.  Sheiby, s\lddeny Te-
membering the #irl left alone |n the
house ail this time, lost the lagt grip
on his temper. ., .
* #ghat up!" he barked savagely.
“Pve had just enough of that. | What
d!d you .expect anyjay—a redeption
committee 2n’ a banguet? Cofne on
1n, now: we'll hustle up somel grub,
Here, you might as well tote a few of
those things alang with ‘you.”
- Both men ‘londed Up With papkages
Jgrom the buckboard, the KIJ 'still
sweartng under hls breath, but Bhelby
grimly " silent. Be was remembering
what that interifr Iooked Ilik¢, and
wondering how shé was-taking such a
home-coming, H¢ kould not bit ‘con-
trast the dirt ani ‘dlsm'der to {which
he, had brought hi t with the Immacu-
late cleanfiness c{ the shock \where
she Vved In Pojca. The memory
made him half sirald to*go In and
face her- eyes. He- litted thel lateh
Thesltatingly, the bundles on the other
aem plied to his chih. and Steppéd
across tho threshold” Then he & opped
suddenly, with his mouth wide open,
the Kld pushing in behind him, even
‘more heavily laden. She stood 'in’ the
middle of the floor, with Ctheeks,
flushed, and eyes smiling. . :
“You boy4 can pile that stuff on the
L table” she anoounced brightly, “I've

.{ dlok," she commanded ;

about bringing the resi
per's ready.”

#o0 there's pleuty of room. Never mind

in now; sup

Shelby put his bundlps down with
out a word. his eyes qnlck o percelve
the chairs cieared of thelr ‘gelirls, the

foor_ swept, the ashes|
| Atove.

He could : bardl
the miracle. «

She ted the way gayly,
broam In » corner, and

lamp. The tean-to kit
transfigured, and uctual
homelike appehratice, T
were "shoved out "of s
swept, the fire in the
cheerfully, and the tabl
with the essentlals of'a
ipg meal, She set the

back (n the
comprehend

leaving her
currying the
hen hed .been
y presented u
e dirty dishes
glit the~ floor
stove blazed |
was covered
truly appetiz-
qup down' in

the center, fully rewarded by the ex-

pmsslon ‘on the faces of
You boys wash up

Ot sncking for a towel

the two. ;

there insthe
use thut plecr
it was all'1

‘¢onld find. “Theri we'lladet busy.”

3 1f- Shelby--wus .to, Hy
years he would hever 14
that meal. The gratef|
the stove, the neatness|
the good feilowship wi

served, all coupled with
ful surprlse, teft, upon|
pression: néver aﬂcrwnr

out. -She talked fabnut

¢ 8 thousind
<o memory, of
1 warmth® of
of the tuble,
h awhich ‘sbet
the wonder-
him #n jme
to he Yotted
what she was

golng to do;.abput whit he had pur-
¢hased In town; abent apything whlch

¢amet into her mind tl
L
manufactire ‘conversatl

told of their adventure}
made" her. ‘laugh  heart

‘struggle of getting the
sately into-the carral. *

at-she’ could
on from. ‘He
“outside, and
fiy over the

Kid's pony
The Kld him-

self sald Nitle, eating Heartily hut in

fllence, only occasional).

e;es from the plate, Th
modest) did not secm
and Shélby found hiin

Iy litting ;his
s pretefise ‘at
iiké the Kid.
el observing

“his " feet
ment,
had
the whole affilr seewed mo X
drean than a reality. He bRa left her
therd- apparently cheerful ynd bappy.
the lpughter {n her eves a{lemory o
Hagep with him; fie had not been ab-
sent to exceed thirty mmutes,
so far awuy bt what aoy ery \wuhk
surely have .renched his ‘ears.
when be returned she had. vanished
ntterly. leuving everything untouched.
Whatever oceurred must ;hn\e been
hrouzht to pass alinost l‘nmcululel\
npon! his departure, heforé she even
hegun the work of clanning up. Hm
how. conld such a thibg lm'rw-n with?

fleed?

not

night uir had congealed the ,bload.
Withed supreme effort he drew hlm-
self-into a sitting posture, and stared
rather blankly ebout ut the objects re-

ed (n the gray dnwn,

swaying dlzzily.
ceurred he m\}lﬂ not

out any alarm? Why. th
working witiijh ten feet of [the house.
and must have leart 'thp slightest
sound of a struggle. .
wasghe anyway? Whut hdd; hecome of
the féllow all this time? He was no-
where In sight when Shelby retraced
his steps up the path.
that the Kid was the one guilty of thix
It so, what was his object?
Nat Tobbery, surely, for the place had
een runsacked, or anything re-
moved froin “his pockets. Yet surely
this f¥as not Indign work: it hore no
rescmblunce to” o savage gld.

he sight as instantly restored his
meniors ; -the’ calie door stod wide
opers. just us he left it, und within the
lamp still burned on the tible. in the
wiilst of the alrtled dlshes
not returned, then;
there alone all niglit.
waddened hiw to effort, und, by rasp-
Ing pt the door for support l\n uttained
and stood there for a mo-
u,tm» what
letermine t

She had
he_had heen Yying
“Phio reatization

re llke a.

Kid »was

The Kid! where

Could it be

Copyight A. C McClurs & €%

1 not

T Yet

The

t. His

the fellow with some
looks were not at all
now that he saw him m

vealed In_the: lampilght]

some years older than
posed. Thei fellow had
pated, face, and his 1
with -a distioetly eruel
Shelby had Intended pu

In that{bunk in ihe frd
ow depided ; the stab

‘enough for his vse.

As soon as’they werp n:ruugh-the

unted up a second lant

| “Take the rest qf thal

re pll\lnly re-
nnd he wils’
1d Sup-
a lnm.L dissl-
s were thin,
ist .to theny.
ting:the mat
nt room, hat
e wus nood

3

Pl

stuff oft ‘the

blchhonrd, Macklin," heg said thorﬂ\

“'und stow {t away in ]

Just to the right of the

‘out presently, an' we'll

ftnr the night.”
As the fellow

he cellar-ease
house. T be
fix things. up

ed, Shelby's

e)'es encountered thosd. of his wife

across the table. -
“And what are you.
ghe asked directly.
“Why,, help you with|
and then clean the sha
.15 in worse shape thgn-I

She shook her head po

%Oh, no, mister man.
ihouse, and I am going 't
it—all alene. I have s

olng to do?”

these. things,
K up a bit; it
realized.”
sitively.

This Js my
take daré ot
en your style

of housekeeplng. and I grefer my own,

You go on, nnd finish,

he work out-

side; when you come belck it wilklook

better In here.”

Shelby went nut. Mac!
Ingly bosy at the task
the lantern hung ‘to the

lin wnas seem-
"assigned him,
roken branch

of-g corivenient tree, lighting his patin

Without ‘even speaking.
passed by down the stes
townrd ‘the stream bej
gome tlme in completing

the ranchman
p path leading
o. He Avas:
s task, pnd,

when he finally emerged once more

from the stable, the
light he could percelv
through the log chinks
“He wondered what hi
Macklin, yet gave the
clal thonght as he tolle
path, his mind mere de
fa thé receptlon awaitin

He passed close endu
board to pssure himse|

nly gleam 'of
ahove enme
of the eabin.
d becomé of
matter no spe-
stowly up the
ply Interested
g him within.

h to the buck-
£ that his or-

ders had been executefl, and, belfev-

ing the fellow had proby
the house for some purg
directly to the front

was in. the maln room,

chamber behind. - The;

bly re-enteredy

floor. © No bee
nor In - the
remained ex-

actly as he had left them, The sllence

startled him, and he ag

vanced swifily

toward the kitchen, where the lght

_sti)i*burned, visible th
door. Tt aiso was.des
dishes yet settlog on
tonched. Good God!

meaning of this? Wha
The outer door’ mx:i
sprang anxiously fo:

to tie blackness. Therd
no movement; the bla|
biinded him, and he

50 83 fo sed better. H

ough the open
ried, the dirty
the teble. un-
what was |the
had occurred?
sjar, and he
rd, peering in-
was né sound,
e ot light had
tepped outside
had taken but

one step beyond ithe proteélton~of-the

partially open door.
struck him, and he

iben .Romething
bent " stapgering

d(mn as though his skuil was crushed

by the savage blow.
o e e

It' was. gray dawy
stirred once wmare, and,

.
when' Shilby
with eyes only

partfally open, stared o bewllderment

at tlie pal nrch of sky.

Siowly mem-

ory dnme back, and he/managed to lift

ope hand’to his head,

hls numb fin-

gers touching a ghastly scalp wound,
the clotte¢ blood matting his haid Be
had been struck n desperite blow) and
was doubtiess left' 1ylng there i the

bellef that he was dead.

scraped those papers’op fa one ¢ormer,

L
b 0

. yet apparent-

iy the skuil was not drushed, ang the

1}

nene.,

4 stren;
out thraugh the front door,
board stood there, maunt und stripped.
except for the box between the rear
wheels,
found it st hulf filled with bundles.

ose, passed on |:

. choice, -

slightest deslre to escape,
fered her every opportan)
way out, and she had refus
she ‘}v?uld neyer have come way out
o moke her disagreeatile jour-

ney gver again at night; F.hm if crazy
enough for such an attempt..the effort
would never he hide upofi -foot, and
“all three ponles weré in th
nad -reen them Avhile col
No, that theory might be didmilssed at
once,.and secretly he wos glad It was
50 eus!ly dlsposed af—It. had vaguely
haunted him at first, causlng him to
drend the discovery that it might be
true,
Then what was true?. \\'lm could be
gullty of such an outrage
. White outlaws? Joe Mneky
three possibilities alone remalned, hut
the first two seemed quite 1mpossible.
He was used to Indlan feray, but this
act ban- no rt:_aemblunce !o the ‘work

there.

. were

mmml el‘lort gave him any clue, yet
bis strength was rapldiy comlng hack.
and With 1t & grim, determined anger,
which urged him Into actiop.

First he went through thi deserted
house, room by room, secklog for the
-allghdcst sign of guidance, hut finding
Fvefvthing ' remalned precisely
as he remembered seelng {t the night
ibefork. He blew out the light,
{dawn ene of thé rifles fronj the walk
tondejt it and then, feeling his old
I returning, ‘cnutiously stepped
Thie buck-

He peered into

iHe went Staggering ]bewm .

\lncklln hed not completexl his job,
other evidence belng fornished by, the
extingulshed and overturned lantern
on the ground just beyond.. But there
was no slgn sisible of any, struggle.
Siwrely she bad not left of her own
That wag unthinkabie.
had nppeared cheerful an
even; actunlly Interested

‘besldes,

L]

this,

contented,
In the new
It she possessed the
he bad of-
ty on the
o). Surely

corral; he
ing down. |

<Indfnns?
? These

i no

took

and

She

COMRADES OF PERIL

of savages on the warputh. There had
been no attempt té plunder, or de-
stwoy. The vers, fact that the ponles
remained uhdisturbed convinced  him
that this was no’ deed of Iudlan rald-
ers, That 1t might have been white out-
was not quite so easly dis

inws
missed. There

hiding out yonder in the Bad Lands.

but he never h:

turing to attack Aoy settler, except oc-

cuslonally to
range. In this

parent object—they hud taken: noth-
ing. neither food nor”stocks, Thed It
must have heen MackHn. !

s . sudden
leust, prooafahe
in it

ligencé ip bis

harked back to that edrly m veters In

hor_ life. She

[ Riffs had taken her from place 1o

plic
he ®

appnren
s being

slh) that he had been hunted down at
nm’)ruuch
sul

on fhat account?

seizure of Olga
of revenge, or

olanution seeme
uny other; fu a
the case, although he possessed no
more khowledge:
than he did be
) that hod beeh desired’ was hosses-
sion of the girl;|and that was deemed
of ‘sufiicient Impdrtance to even Justify
He hag] Veen left for Qead,

murder.

in urder that sh

alive.

No Tooger fojibting byt whiit' this
at leas!
truth, Shelby fa

theo

and'. with ne

was up 10 him
was'no.one to
help. His eyes
set. . All right
Iy give the Kl
There must be
deed as this

plished wltHout|
behind. - Wheéthed they traveléd -on
foot, or horsebhck,
surely leave some-trace of pakage.
and Shelby, wh

traller \in his

of belrig able to

With this enc
and his, plan of
by threw off his depresgion, and hed
an

cume  cool
searched over

within.a quart
house, seeklng
Macklln . hid operated, and,, whet

or irot, he was
onky partially

packed earth rg
Down below th
slde of the hitl,

a high:heeled
wore, and, &
plain_ Impressid
hundred yards|
prints were Al

clear to his’u
were then mak

The girl was

und two men ofust hase been

an the job, one
dlau. - He pus
ford to verify

the mud exhibjted cledrly the move

ments of both
at the, water's|

{4 marrow pink

hod  evidently
glidanqe. |

It was clear]]

rectfon in whicl

but Shgiby relmlned unsatlsigd.
-{ could not belle
tempt to escape thus on foft with

thelr burden.
sistant,
would be othefs
affalr.
‘serted, and he
his . thighs In-

rifle flung fory

searching the
was plain at

easlly troge ®f

asslng up &

first 1ine of bl

tie open glade,
had been teth

torf, They hdd evidently. bden hejd
4pr some time

north down &
parted
bank.. . There

mounted, to Ju
press of hoofs,|

passage a5 fa
bioft
course by this

broken country

selt that they

tor the Bod Lupds.

Shelby knew

he muat-contenf] with. The act of db-
duction, and sttempted murger, wRS
no sudden temptatign’ assailing Mack-
1in, but undoubtedly part of a weil-or-

ganized plot.

five men were
rage, .thelr
meking of: th

But why? To what en
stewightened up, & new flash of fntel-

that le recn;:nlzecl

1t was|

The of

“westwa

They wefe well Pesoud‘vlew, pt

fijtention probahly

were despernte mien

ad known of thelr ven-

nm- off ‘cattle on the
cise there was no ap-

Alsiippearinee
must have hod n
2 Khelby

eves, * Perheps this x,lll

hld ‘told him th

thy always afrald that

qulrcd that Ehe
helplesh
He was cool

He was to be ond

agaiost belng-ras
stream,
after
heail.
Teathes
veady.| He took

plan opt his cours
sward yohesitating
wlth wifle antrid
baverss or

startiog he,
upbn
anlma
brute,
and al
bthers;
goud Y
beast,
n the

or
e buckskl

tor
le to eéxist

jalf-hour to
but he hnd
3} trall he cou
arty he was-follo
teslref m nppmn(-l
el dttar dork

[ L hem
nder the A
ed on the

fing, Hucking dem

in thelr Hands.

mined, {‘ but intent on preparing hirp-
&elt for a long and dengerous quest.

five, and every fnstinct of long ex-
perfence on the 'platns,

ullt a fte n the stove, and,
hing l‘im blood from ‘hls
nte heartily:
haversack|with food, ang wag

o

s shoulder, before
is_ |purpose~a
harder to hyndte, it tirefess,

would qmr\e

t.roll beliind

be kept alive, but

ow; grimly deter

man pitted ngalnst

wartied him
He recrossed the

then pucked a

ils time In which tu
. and then went for-'"
Bliing his pockets
and flinglag the

gorral.  He declded
as being the better
vicious

l“ here efther of the
It roduired a
Yope and suddle the
lenty of time. Once
d caslly outridé the
\ving, ahd he'hiad no
them_closely until

i
e saddle, however,
Alp, whh baversack
oppostte side, *and
he gave the plung-
n between his legs

followed. . Was It pos- |

art of the plot elther
restitution? This ex-
more probable than-|
vay It-appeared to fit |
ot what it all meunt
fore,  Only, evidently

Tmight he borne away

uppro‘quntod the
ed the facts tFankly,
tprthet hetltnunn It
) act prcnm(ly, there
whom he could turn for
dprkened, apd his!Jaws
then, he wotld certaln-
d{a rhn forhis money.
spme trai) left; such a
cduld never. he g¢com-
leaving some- inark

the” pnrly 'must’

e g otlowed|

had been the best
rdziment, felt coiifident]
Fun the outfit dgwn.

settled In hls.mlnd
ursult outlined, Shel

resolute, First -
very foot of ground
r of a mile ‘of 1h
0 discover just,

lone. The mult wa
Huecesstul. Thewhard
veiled litge of;value
cabin on tbe Slopin
he found the man 0
oo, guch’ g the

bot & so béy
' of a moccago,

to the north the fmy
nin visible, making I
nd that the fogitive
ng for the lower: ford.
vidently being cqrﬂeu.
dngage
jf them possibly on In-
ed strolght on;m the
this theory, m\u herp

the fellows, \\hi!‘e clos|
| edge he came xpon
ibbon, which the gifl
hnrrledly drotlped 4
) }
manifest nowfthe df-,
they.bad disagjpeared.
He-
e that they would af-
I{ Macklin had jone as-
also engrged, o the”
posite shore
rossed over, Wi qlng 0
the swift “witgry wich
ard, -and cyes"}ﬂ(ent ly
yrmer bank. The trail
this point; hF + could
e, steps of buth men
numm gully tnto the
73, and there, o a 1it-
he found wherp horses
red and tramped the

"had entered from the

rd -along & Bhelvi }-4
fere five animgls, 41l
ge from the deep im-
and be followell thdir
as the crest of .the
me, aurtss that! rouch,
but ke suusﬂed hig-
wera hmdlnn]qtm!ghc

pow. something’ ot what

whatever thelf objept,
concerned inthe opt-
the
Mn.

girl o prisdner,

Shelby's Juc

in no immedinte donger.

lows hed Inten

would Dever hhve thus been spared
and earrled @

Jured. Thelr

‘she was 'probal
1t the l-
od taking her ilfe, she

vay, apparently junin-
mrpo:c evldemly re-

highy probablg ¢! thete |

slight coulee; and de- |

little
for play of any s
to cohquering thie
rest

der the merelless

ever,
rein.

"Iy
instigcts of a plall
courde directly to
bron¢o,

his ips grimly set]
Thour} after hbour,
begiining now to
Tils qwn Interest:
. (He had-hard|

od hlm—thg
eyesy
sligh

nessof the whit
gracefulness of I

mercy. The It

ssible way, 1
struggle, but the human won, and, ua-

the muddened but subdved anjmal,
nostrils distended; and eyes-vicfous ag

sieldeq’ fino) pbedlen/m
N cH'AmsR vl

An Hour Behind. |
re was no njarked trai:, but the

now thotoughly tamed, and | |

of the ‘cavairyman,

the wistfuinpss of her
dimple In Her chin; ¢
of blpod in her chpeks |

Philedelphie, Pa.—
do 'my housework: and had to li

T0 WOMEN

Mrs. Little Tells How She
'Suffered and How Finall;

'y
Curi

1 wnsnot able to
e down
most of thehme and

or seven monl
yart and when they
o

wD d
wmv ry

any improvemen
A neighbor reeommendeﬂ Lydn B

mbla Com) und to me,
day after

tak-
g it 1 bey wteelbett/a and I kept
on takmg E’?ﬂ!‘ seven months. p

use an
FerD pone a2
you please and I will recommend Vege-
table Com}nundm everyone who suffe;
Lmngatnn SL phia, P:
How much hm-der the daily mk.s of
& woman beco;
such distressing
as did Mrs, Litte. uld
allow herself to get into such a condition
becdfose such troubles may be speedﬁy
overwme by Lydia E. Pinkbam!'
mpound, whu:lz for.more than
'farty years has been toring American

women to he

Now I
form all my house-
can use these facts as

me when she suffers from
ptomsand weakness

No woman 8

s Vege-

IThelr Passage.

an. was io no’ mood
rt, and set himsel{
jbrute [n the quick~
was & rough, hard

sting of the quirt,

the

i

unh
hsman kept Shelby’s
the northwest. The | b

his eyes watchful,
he rode steadily on
thinkiag, ' planning,

realize the depth of | the
n thig effart at res: . m
5 comprehended be-

2

Smau Seii of #
“4 WS Robort's ©

lt he wax having a good time talking
lbrlme little girl that sat nest to him

en his tencher called him uf to hés
sat him on her knee till she had
ﬂmshed the ll’isson when "she sald te
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