* | We wasn't outside ten minutes,

" Inch n inch be explored Yhe fi

* simpls tmpossible; yet where? 'H

. the muzgle of the gun.

* black eyes. Then' the smoke obscured
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CHARYER XIi. & littte outlaw}, no dpubt, knowing no |  “Xes; I think one or two ate crawl- fH dangnng’juel us It had fallen, | “Don’t; lose your nerve” he whis
1 Iaw but her ¢wn pnssign. She must’j ing closer through those weeds.” Obeyling the ifst impulse, g\vnre of ai| pered, startled by her actlon, “nothing.,
The Attacflon. the ' Cabin. ! | have been ‘thgre when he boasted to “Likely ‘enqugh, young bucks who | sudden outhurSt of red flames mme» can hurtfus here. '
There was no! jound trom “lmout. Lzud Lhut he fonid leave her and mar- | can't hold back y keep your eve on | where above bim, he forcedj the nlock - “Oh, T know; It is not thal' the
except occasians y the echo of a dis- ove her crazy and she | them, an’ let them bave It, as soon o8 upward, back Into its place, Jummlng words aljnost a sob. “I do not think I}’
tant volce shoutag. Shelby. startled you are sure.. Call ont if you necd | It there with &l his strength, until 8 | am really. frightened; anly T—L waot

by these words 'and alarmed By her
agitation, swiftly crossed the roém.
The body was gohe, “actunlly pone! As
be bent over, Incredulous, dirusting
the evidence of his awn eyesjhe could
percelve the staln of blood fn which

the man bad fallen, but that was all. |

There was no semblance of & body
there. |

“Jpdas Priest}” he sald soberly,
“This beats anything evér I saw, .He
couldn't have been killed, but I never
saw him twitch g muscle after; he
dropped. Gone! Darn if I know what
to meke of it. Why, where could he
have goné to? There aio't but one way
out from this shack an’ he sure ﬂ'l‘in'!
go out there” 1

“No, he couldn't.” her volce quaser-
“We would have seen him If he
had’

“Seen him! Of course, we would.
He must bave revived and crawled
away. You bet. there ain’t no mys(ery
sbout {t. Dead men. ain't mavio®
around an’ there aln't no angels mmln
down to carry that cuss off. Wmt’!
happened Is, he got back: slrenzth
enough to crawl. LlLely he got Into
*hat back room out o sight. Any-
how I'm goln' to find out what's hap-
pened. You keep an eye at that haole
in the wall yonder, while I scout argund
a minute. If you see snything mgvin’
In shootin’ distance, just blaze away,
Don't besitate -n moment.”

She went forward as he told
without a word ‘and stared out,
nervously turning her hea¢, aboul
the slightest sound. Shelb{ wait
moment, fistening, and th¥h ste
confidently forward across:the. thi
old of the lanner door. He had
doubt that be woild diacover Ma
~—dead or alive, outstretched on:
floor. The fellow must be there,
conld have gone nowhbere el!eA
place was as black as nl
beyond the entrance and i

her
yet

at
ed a
ped
esh-

tinguish a single obJect. There
something grim and ghastly in fed
ebout with his feet for an unseen
‘Then the fellow might stiil be
even dangerous. .He stopped At
disquieting thought and apoke sh:
fnto the gloom. B
“Are you there, Macklin?' Gome,
speak up; nobody s goy® to |hurt
you." ]
There Wwas DO Fespobs¢y no
ment, no sound of & groargao p
of breath. The stiliness was Intense,"
horrible. Shelby grinped himself and
began to advance slowly, gulding his
passage along the wall, expecting ev-
ery msmm to encounter some gbBta-
cle. groplng feet toucked nofhing.
for of
the room: the perspiration begipming
to stand “in drops on_his fordnead.
There was o bdy lylog there: no
form of a man, éither livingror flead;
the place was absolutely unoccppied.
He could hardly believe this trup; his
mind- refused to grasp. tlie factj he
came back to the door dazed.and un-
nerved. All pature. all reasoning told
him the man must be somewhere| with-
in the cabin; any’other thoyght tvas
e had
already explored esery Inch of sprface
fo no result. So bewlidered and dum-
founded was he before this mfstery
that hé¢ was even startled at the girl’s
voice asklng an eager 4 éstlon|
“Ig be there? Did you' find him?"
“No; he's gone as tliough he had
& pair of wings.” )
“But how conld ke get but?”
“That's what T say. Everything |s
#0id; n6 boman dould vapish through
these walls; there 1sn't ugv)nd w not
boarded up acd only that onj door.

arply

hove-
islng

nor
A rat
betn®

ten feet away fram the step.
coulda't bave  passed without]

seen, Blamed if It don't make me |

shiver. for, by thunder, -howgver It
happened. be ain't here; he a
where 1n this ‘cabin.- An'* he
peering at thg fioor, “there afn’
trall o blood tp show that he crawled
away; Just that little pool what he
1atd 10"
“Could be
or the floor’

1’ e got through the roof,
£l

irstand thnt—y(’ﬁ“ Olgn
nd later ghe was sorTy.
s she who camg back
body avay.” .

e how that theory helps
ould she take him?"

e may know some sc-
There might be ope’ im-
o not knoiv, vet i what
uild the tmy have been

burst forth,
T belleve it o
and took ‘the
“I hardly s
muck.’ . How
“Perhaps s
cret, ppssage.
mm\. 1
other
removed?”
Shelby shogk hls nma gloomuy. nis
earching; the ﬂoor for any evi-
and nnﬂlng nooe. To ;all ‘ap-

a2

_nnd

»n'

At |app smoam and
lan't kn
e 03 g
hib Jbr
Fou o
joln’ on|
Nothing
‘There, are m
of lh ereek ;|

w," e suid. ‘Tl;at iden
od as any. You might
ke knife of mine :an’
m' start anvthing. - What
out therez" .
puch Lhnc 1 could “see.
i hiding behind the bank
I thiok they are Indlans,
iere, mpy be others nlf (to ‘the
Tighit in the |weeds. )
*“Just & guhrd left there to see that
we don't getfaway. They'Il wait until
dur;: tind . tifen try to burn us ont,
I meckon; the bucks don’t'lke my
shobtinig. « Fjat was & rie”

bullet struck me log," .
over and laoked odt nx-

it might he a slgnnl but
] Don't seem to ‘be =ny-
thing -moving.” .

He straightenied up ageln, s eyes

surveylng the room. “If we only had
twae more In this outfit we might give
those, devilg a run for their mones.
The toublg Is we can défend only
two sider, an’ they know ft-=anyhow, .|
Lapd does. [;;& gpin* to-haut this
bedch over ¢n tht side; then you can

stahd up thdre, and shoot through that

hole in thd window while I. pepper |
“them from bere In front. We'll make ||”
it hot whild It lasts."

* She watched him shift the bench,
‘and’ then sfood upon It to lgok out.

. The ‘sin haft gone down, and the val-

tey stvam in a purple haze. If she
would utllie what little lght still re-
malnéd, shé¢ must search at once.
Nothing[out there?

T can.spe pothlsg moving. It 18
wing datk. Let me take the knife.”
He gave |t to her, and she got down
upon het Khees on the floor, anxtously
ting the openings between -the
cks with] the broken blade: , Shelby
ned - his| head occastonally, barely
e 1o dis{inguish her movements, yet
t little] donfidence 1o the Buccess.of
e effort Amy attempt at eseape
rough th¢ door would be sulcidat; ih
probabflity, in spite‘of the slience,
d seeming loneliness of ‘the scene
thout, 2| dolen rifles were éven then
ined . 'op “the entrance,” ready. -to
oot - thetn down the lnsmnt either
ppear: And’ there was ‘no other
ay out; pnless it might be through
ime sacnt passage existing  uader-
cound. - Macklin had certainly disap-
saréd sofuewhere; the vanishing of
s body {was no miracle, and this
eovy of how It might have been gc-
alone appeared

5 mng Molsily &t

 riffe fire without  had ceased. |

me.”

He' groped his way 8s s far as the fo-
ner, door, helped by the aimost contin-
voyp flasiof the rifles outside; he had
even crossed the threshold, hls heart,
choking him as heé perceived a glare of
Ted, flame, alrendy. visible here ‘and
there through nqrrovs ichinkk between
the logs, Perhapg he iwns aiready too
laté—those devils had:fired the cabin,
the Nekling flames even then 'beginnlng
to eat Into the-dgy hm'lL He had no
time In: which to act: of even think.
Before he mlghmemqi-e another step
forward. Olga fited tyylce rapldly, the
flate of her rew ver |lighting up the
entire (nterior. © What followed be
smrcely knew ; ﬁwre wns a shnrp ory,

. “Was She ’Iind, ar Alive?”

the: crash of fie overturried,bews
and the $ound ¢}
15 on the floo. ; A revolver went spin-
the room, and then
‘all lwas still, md biack once more,
Shelby could%ee nothing; only- the
blurred memory: of that single:tnstant
had seared tglf on his brain. She
had been shothchis wife: this'giri he
had tearned toflove! Same stray shot

the: dark, hud“fnund fatal - passage |
through that ; broken shutter, and
struck 'her do\rn His first helplesn
daze changed into a rage of revenge. ]
mingled with & wild yearning that he
might yet find her allvé.

“Oiga!” He cried out, “Oigal”

There Was No 4nswer, no movement,
Al wus black, soundless; even the’

He dropped, to hls knees, and crept
fon\nrrl teellng along the floor with
outstretched hands, dreadlng :each n-!
stant to touch her body. Suddeniy his

fin,

spite of his doubts,” the wap held
a menfure of hope; nothing else
an thisq remained’ which he could,
g to: [their only chance ley In
me suchidiscovery. Yet:the woman,
oping-oy her knecs in the deepen-
g darkngzs gave no sign of encour-
kement: Shelby could benr the strain
longer |n sllence.”

“Therg, {s nomlng ta be zoumn" he
ked,

S I I TYPIETEETE 1.1

ggrs e ‘an open-
ing in the punkheon fodr.
Shelby “dare

‘opening. + Yet j.he realized :instantly;
what must havi; occurred—the miracle:
swhich had so g siftly disclosed this'se-
cret passage. u,he girl, tn falling, had

dislodged the yery block in-the fl

she had been £ \deavoring 8o .vainly (o
discover. It

-up‘l"
She nr ed her head, wlth face
rned tbyard bim,

“Notljing that I seem able’to move."
she mngweped.” “I have found g block
which doeg not apgenr to - as tightly
28 thesothers; I can get the knife
blade hetyeen, and it doesn’t seem
to touch.iany earth below, yet the
slab is Immovable.” s

i i“Let mq try my strength.”

{ He starfed back to Joln her, but at
that instgnt there cdme ‘a sudden
Hurst ,of [riffe fire without, bullets
thudding |into " the cnhln walls. the,

o

Shelby laof ied

~“Lord, 1 ¢.n't enslly ‘see Hbw he.
couxd. it's fiftieen feet to ttiem|Fafters
an’ no, opening, while,. Judging from
outside, the floor must rest-pjum on
the ground. WWho shot him anyhaw?
Did you see?” o

“Yes, T did," she explalged’ excited]y.
I was looking thet way, towar( where
the board was ripped off the window,
1 just had a glimpse of a. face/behind
It wae
an: I am spre 1t was'a :woman, with

everything and she.was gooe.'
“She roust have been Pancha he
edmitted, struggling with tHe Idea.
“Why. of ‘conrse. that's alf plaln
enouzh Sye overheard Wit he sald
and fired lo mad passton.”
“What do you mean? What
talking wnout? This girn?”
“Sure: 1 rolt you aboug her; she

hre you

gound snvnge :e“s.
Shelby - ‘whirled almut\ fnstantly, 'and
droppéd th his knees, with eyes peer:
ing out thirough the ‘opehlug” hetween
the logs.i Olga also deserted her
gearch, ang climbed to her post of de-
fense on the bench. The bullets did
o dagiage, genernlly- finding billet 'in
{he solld fogs. nithough a few crashed
through: the planking of the door. To
Sheldy - tije * meaning ras suficiently
plaln: thé ren] danger lay. a5 he ex-
pectec the rear; ali-this nolse was
felng ‘cagried on.wmerely (o attract
theilr attention. He called neross, un-
gble to see bis companion. but well
nware where she wns. -
“Don't ivaste sny shot uutll yen see
womething within range. Thosd el
Jows out khere are Just pligking afoy
hlindly. They'lt never rush 1his slde.
Keep vopr eyes wide open. though.
I'm going back, and try to Knovk nlf "
hoard frém that rear windm t
cnp gt B few sketa Mt there wl

helped me escape last night. She was
wi8zily jenlous over Macklin: | She Ix
Mexican and ¢ here with ber

rother*

the unknown,-darkness below. -
was she dead; ‘or'alive? Had the
stupned ber?iHe drew himself to
very<edge listening - What was @
there?. Macklln perhops; the
bodles might be i¥ing_there to
tn a common grave. But walt,
thing moved surely!

“Qlga! speak to me!”

He ¢ouldn’t restraln the agony
which he nttered the words. Fr|
enéd .as she was, dazed by the
searcely’ consclous even_yet, or ab!
acfuall§ . comprehend what had
curred, his cry penetrated her nf
brought her back to.life.

“Yes, I—Lam here, Tom," she
aged to.say, wenkly. .
» “Ang:you are not hurt? hl!
tl\rlllmg now with o sudden retor)

“Oh -1 dﬂnt know., 1
even 'tell what »has tiappex
stepped bnck qulckly, the:bench
turned nnd I fell. It is all’
around me-—where am mw,
“In.tHe passige beteath’ the

he explaingd ‘qulckly. * “It ‘has b
miracle; your fall opened the
Perhaps we, joay escape. Trom Y
devils ye ake room for me fo!
downy: fhe'e bin la nlrendy on. fi
lie hole dpe '
“Not ver{ 41 think. nnd ther

He lowered hlmself but it wns
nevesury |r( drap: bis feet struck.|
mpth floary and. ‘a8 he |turned-

b oo mjlr Htrte game. Yo hear?”

wmbe e contaet wmz the i

7 a body falling heavl::

from an Im‘]lap rifle, fired’ blindly In

not” move, etcept IOV
feel downward; .into this ‘mysterioue]

to} he henvy blow of her
body, and she

sharp cifek convinced him the punch-
gon agnin wag securely held. They
were alone, lsolated, In. the black
depths. underneath the burning cabln,
burled deep in the protectiug earth.
He reached bllndly out through the
dnrknow until he'touched Ier, his fin-
gvrs closing convilsively on n fold of
her dress. In the sudden renction he

felt ns wenk ag & child, w &nle even
‘to control his speech.

|"uIt was God who helped us, ’" he satd
‘numbly, “no one else could] | You nre

lgure, Olga, you are unburt{} oL
{I.“I must be bruised, I suppose; It
‘gas an ugly fall, nml-—nrd I really
think I -ost consciousness ! at Arst.
Then I seemed t6 hear you call me &
‘long ways oft. Iy the cablr) afire?”

| “Yes; those ‘devlls startefl It at the
:rear lou can héar the wood crackle
even down here, nud we mggt get far-
‘ther back out of the way. | When the
iroof falls (hls part ot lhe ﬂonr may
icave In afso, .
Cin spite of the Iucrenslm Solime of
fiames ntiove, scarcely & glimmer of
‘reu light succeeded in' perjetrating.to
iwhere they were hiddem, A very
\Ellght glow found entrancd lh!'mlgh 1
parrow érack above them,|set Shelby
“us compelled to learn. thelr lmmedl-
nte surroundings more hr sense of
touch than sight. !

They werd 1o a,mere hole scooped
but from the soft earth, hardly wider

an the trap door which led to'it, tire
other puncheons of the cabin floor
restlnu solldly apon the ground.. Shel--
by leadlng the way, feeling his pas-
suge along Inch by Inch, was suddenly
halted by an -earth barrler which
‘seemingly blocked all forther progress.
He- could feel that it 'did/not wholly
Tench the top, leaving a Bpace there
through -which it might be possible tn
crawl, Yet what would there be he-
yond?, Why should they yenmre fur-
ther at présent? Laud wns outside
‘Wit his Indians, the whale scene lit
up withythe glare of flumes.  They
dare no;, venture to exposs " them-
;selves, | lere they were heyond reach,
protectet” trom both ﬂ.nmEl and ‘Bayv-
ages. Unless_ some amo
snllam!slnew the existe! ce of this
itunnel, ¢r’ aceidentally mm;hled upon
its outer entrance, they d scarcely
be exposed. Even If one ar two found
thelr way, In, this bamzr of earth
would block them, and, lt necessary,
lform the best possible de ense. Con
fident that they had pemh ,-and that
]thelr charred bodies were| Ing in'the
midst of the st smoking| embers of
the cabin, tirere would;be no guard

1 watching for an attempt at’ escape. He
‘reached out' and grnspgd her hnnd
 drawing her down beslde ‘him.

“What 1§ ft?” she usked in a whis-
per.

A fnil of earth nearly
\assage,” he explalned, |
‘iden where, the tunnel leads to, and,
[ it T d)d, we would never daré cr&ep

‘05!( Into the open at présent.”
| ““You—you think we had better feo
, matn here?” doubtfully. j.:

“Untt! the fire dies down perhaps
even longer. Let them beller: we dled
‘in the cablu: then there may.be some
_chance tor ug to" get away.

“But they will search the rulns?’

“Notfor some time; those logs will
be glowing embers for hours, That
sounded like the-roof faitlng In then.
Tt was—see!
down through the floor.! There is a
caldron of fire in that hole we Just
left, but it can't reach us here—only
the smoke,"

those as-

1t has crushed its way

ypu near me.”
he' questioned surprised;
haven't been much good so

ou have bo_eu‘
er ask
grate-

ut yon have;
No woman could e
want you to know ho
1 don't just like that” he
“There .ain"t no canse for
an see.
who wouldw’t stick with his
uldn'® $e much.”
ou here just because of that?"
maybe not altogether. Of
'd be here anyhow, I wouldn't
on no woman who belonged
But you ain’t Just' that exnct-
Iy. Tivejsomehow got to thinkin' & la'
about ypu lately.”
“Truly*
“Suref; there's a heap o'-things hap-
pened since we was Hned up |against
the wal] of that shack down ai Ponoh,
T've fognd out more what you nre
than T koew then; an’, T reckon, you
got a bptter line on me.”
“I—1 |chose you even then, »
He igughed m\‘L“nrdly
“Out |0’ that bunch! . I-dodt take
that ad no great compliment. Say,
that w4s the ornariest lot o’ cattle 1
ever rgde herd over
“Ob, K don’t know,” her mood chang-
Ing Intp new Interest. “There ‘were
some samong them not so bad. Aby-
how, Ilchose you.” :
“Maybe you're sorry since?
“lannot,” firmly. “I never have been.
See here, Tom Shelby, 1 pretty near
knew what sort of man you wad.when I

ell
protestefl,
vou to b grateful, so far as I

A man
wife

“Are
" “well
course,
go bacl
to me.

| selectefl you; your face told fe that,

Tou thought I just took !you so
as to lget away. Well, maybe I did
in'a sgnse, for 1 would bave fone al
most pnything to escape frgm that
itfe. But I mever would hake gone
with you, it T hadn't nonestly liked
sou jyst the same. You'sald'in the.

cobln there that you dldo’t marry me
becauge you knew I had monky—that

sou Had no such knowledges Was

that trne?”
" “Ceftalnty.”

“Then why dld yoit marry. ter

Hikf face, burning Irom the| heat of
the Bdarby flames, grew redder, it pos-
sible, [with embarrassment. Her eyes
were gaziog straight at him, nslsltnl
of anjanswer.

WL 1 ain't exaetly suré that 1

know(" he admitted reluctantly. “}ay-
b?_Lwner gympathized with you a
t, dn' then I got almighty|mad.at
fay them fellows acted. I—I
got to wantlo’ you mygell.”
“I knew you did"
“Yqu knew? But how?
xald mythlng like that.”
; yet Ifelt the change. |T would
"have sald ‘yes' otheriise. I
Perhapt
all never get out of this place

kindes

1 never

nevex
am willing to tell you now.
we gt

“l Love Youl” He Whlsbene Pas.

slonately.

and 1 want to be hodest with
ffor once. Whatever hnppexw. 1
woultt rather you knew.”
“Blit you cannot mean—" |
Is exactly what 1 mean‘
love you! Do yon-care?”
“Cpre! Why, Olga, glrl, 1 bave dona
noth{og but care. I bardly knew what
it alf meant at first, the way I thooght
of jou. Love came to me ke a
stragge thing. I heve led A rman's life,
and |I have Xnown few good women.
Eved how I canngt wholly reaiize
whaf has come to we.”
gathered her snddenly. info his
arms, the neckerchlef slipping dowu
t her throat.

allvey

Tom. 1

ONE NEIGHBOR
TELLS ANOTHER

» ‘Points the Way to Comfort :

and Health, Other Women
, Please Read :

Hmmdsviﬂe, W. Va.—"1 bad taker
doctor’s medicine for nearly two years
becanse

af recommend y.
cine to everyone and you roa
testimonial, boping that

tazle Com My

d does gome, other girl

youn) gmlsnﬁeraaum
not know where to *

wthe

cine
Mnsszchnu abont ber health,
Sn/:h letters are be

2 in atrict confie

"nows KIDNEY,
8 wonderful medicine for

i por &
Buﬂlh. N. ¥,
Guaraniced

Diamond Dinner Pills
For Constipation-NeverGripe

_ Never to Be Trusted.
“Political promises,” remarked Sen:
ator Sorghum, “remind we of the three
wighes a falry grants In the story
books. There's always a ‘ketch’ in
‘em somewhere.”

Cutlcura Soothes Baby Rashes ;.
That iteb ‘and bum with hot baths
of Cutlcura_Sonp followed by gentle
anointings of Cuucum Olntment.
Nothing better, purer. sweeter, espe:
clally if a little of the fragrant Cuti-
cura Tnlcum is dusted on &t the fi-
1sh. 25¢ each everywhere.—Adv.

Perlomlnd Brute. \

“Is man &h Anjmal 7y )
“I guezzo. Woman can make Him
Jump through hoops.‘ i

B c|as|ﬂr.allan, H [
“Bennle” &m.nbﬂugh say!
body's fool” “I:know, “but
will get bim yet.' .
A S! IBIIMOW,
Elm Hall, Mich—*T suffered
from chronic gastritis and kidney
trouble ever since the Clvil War
exposure and poor
years ago I learned
standing in the
thedical profeslon, Which. 1 now
rate very high| on account of his
splendid remedies which I have
used in my famlly. I find they
help when all jothers fall. I suf-
“fered %0 much! from bloating and
cnmu snd poor kidney sd.(ol‘
* but by the uee of Dr.
Golden Medical Discovery and.the
Pleasant Peliets, together with Dr.
Pleroc'l Anuric! for the kidneys, my
th hat become very good. for
n mnn in his 72d year, whereas ‘for
years I was In \v6ry poor health at
IAM P.

 times,"— ARKS.
Send 10¢ to Dr. Plerce's Invalids’
Hotel, Buffalo; N, Y. for tral

package of any of his remedies.
[stlckx.

Cntil recen!ly £ composition of the
candles koown a3 Joss sticka was gn-
.{ known to most pedple. A stem of bam-
boo 15 rolled in & substance censisting
of fourtecn different odorous drugs.
One of these protects the candles from
rats and mice. The camphor used;in
the mannfacture’ cnuses the joes sticks
to born steady) : :

Tacitus,
Tacitus tells .a fine  story finely
but he cannot tell a plaln story
platnly.—Macaulay.

ofnivorous Codfish. "

That the codfith Is omnlvorous is
shown by the fact that, in addition
to the crustaceans, smull fish and sen
moss which 1t eats, all sorts of things
have been found In its stomach, such
o8 small sclssors, corncobs, rubber
dolls and plecea of clothlng, .

80": of the Wires.

The humming sound heare from Iele
graph wires 13 said to be.the song of
the barometer; i it 1s low, a change
in the weather may come Io two days;
** rharn, It may be immediate.

FRECKLES EESaisdsy

love youl!" he passiow
, “love you. wife of mine.”
(TO BE cormrwm:
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