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IEIeligion Update

Rev. Lester Kinsolving's

The first woman ever
elected president of the Na-
tienal Council of Churches
(NCC) is Mrs. Theodore
{Cynthia) Wedel, wife of a re-
tired clergyman who is one of
the Episcopal "Church’s most
revered elder statesmen.

In this posl Mrs. Wedel will
need every) bit of her re-
nowned brilliance and charm:
among other reasons because
she is also the first presiden-
tial candidate in Council.his-
tory to have to face a rival
candidate.

And her rival, the Rev. al-
bert Cleague of Detroit. was
hardly gracious in his conces-
sion speech. Immediately after
learning that he had received
only 93 out of the 480 votes
cast, he proceeded to excoriate
what he termed “the white
racist establishfent of the
NCC™ which heidentified as
*anti-Christ.”

THE REV. CLEAGUE. a
United Church of Christ pastor
of Detroit's ine of The
Black Madonna,”
among other reasons for his
contention that Jesus Christ:
was black--which disclosure is’
no less extraordinary than the
Nazi proclamation that Jesus
was an “*honorary Aryan.”

During an_interview with
this writer. the Rev. Cleague
strenvously asserted that.
while he is opposed 10 segrega-
tion. he accepts separatism
such as ghettos. which he said

“We can use for political and
economic power

* He went on to say that black
dormitories on college cam-
puses are “a good thing. if
black students are trying to
find a black sdentity and want
to be together

The Rev. Cleague also noted
that Dr. Martin Luther King

is renowned:

“was killed by white men.”
But as for the black men who
murdered Malcolm X
would question who they were
working for.”

THE MILITANT Detroit
pastor was nordmmed by the
National Committee of Black
Churchmen (NCBC)--for whom
the General Convention of
Mrs. Wedel's own Episcopal
Church recently voted to raise
$200.000.

The Rev. Metz Rollins, New
York Presbyterian who is
NCBC executive director. told
this writer that the Episcopal
Convention's designation of his
organization as recipient of the
$200,000--rather than the Black
Economic Development Con-
ference of which James For-
man has been appointed field
director - “was a dodge. ev-
ery-
body understdod that.” More-
over he conceded that for
week end of December 20-21
1969 “'the only honest response
to Black Manifesto came from
the Catholic Archdiocese of
New York. which rejected it
As for the Episcopal General
Convention. he conceded that
it has “quibbled in using the
NCBC as a conduit -~ and that
Episopal leaders had subse-
quently tried to smear the

* secular press for reporting the
situation.

IN ADDITION to this nomi-
nation of the Rev. Cleague
(which was only slightly less
sensational than a nomination
of either the Rev. Adam Clay-
ton Powell or the Rev.
hammad Ali) the NCC dele-
gates were repeatedly sub-
jected to bitter denunciations
and bizarre demonstrations.

The NCC General Assembly
devoted most of the afternoon
of the first day of its four-day

meeting lo assorted protests.
These ranged from numerous
black demands. to an Ameri-
can Indian who demanded $750
miltion (30 times the entire
NCC budget) to “Jonathan's
Wake,”" a hippie aggregation
who appeared with a giant bal-
loon which they bounced about
while scampering from one
delegation to another, kissing
both male and female dele-
gates

Some delegates expressed
hope that the dgvotion of this
much time would at least get
the intrusions over with. But
two days later, James Forman
himself appeared and resumed
the haranguing. (Mr. Forman
has recently raised the level of
reparations that his Black
Manifesto demands from
churches and synagogues from
§500 million to $24 billion.

And on the assembly’s final
day. the Episcopal hippie
priest. the Rev. Richard York
of Berkeley. demonstrated his
opposition to the Vietnamese
War by suddenly drenching the
NCC officer’s table with red
paint

EXT General Assem-
bly nf lhe NCC is scheduled for
1972 in Dallas. These assem-
blies are costly enough in trav-
el. food. lodging and rental of
facilities~not to mention the
added costs in'man hours de-
voted by able business and
professional men who serve as
delegates.

So perhaps President-elect
Wedel’s major problem will be
in persuading many of these
men to return to the 1972 as-
sembly--unless she can assure
them that proper-policing will
keep the gathering from be-
coming so largely a white flag-
ellation session and a bowling
alley far oddballs

Council Of Churches

Names Layman President

Robert R. Baumgartner.
15074 Minock. Detroit has been
elected the 2th president of
the Metropolitan Detroit Coun-
cil of Churches.

A member and past modera-
tor of the Redinrd Bapust
Church, Baumgartner 15 prin-
cipal of Cass Technical High
School

In the system of abternating
clerical and lay leadership for
the council, this 13 the vear of
the lavman

BAUMGARTNER. for sev-
eral years. headed the Dwvr
sion of Services for the coun-
cil. Under his direction. a mul-
tiplicity of services were
made availble to the churches
and individuals in the metro-
politan area

Included among these were
ministry  to  institutions
\training in hospital 1. social
services. ministry to special

persons. faith and order ob
servances. Lenten and Good
Friday programs. State Fair
sunrise services, Pastors’ Un-
jon. the Guild of Church Musi-
cians, and an ever-increasing
assortment of educational
sersices such as_audio-visual
and litrary workshops

Anotaer area of community
service has been a thrust nto
vouth mimstry as evidenced
by annual interfaith vouth
rally programs,

THE PRESIDENT
received h|< BA from Denni-
son University, MS from
Wayne State University. and
has served in the Detroit edu-
cational system since 1938.

Among the positions which
he has held are assistant prin-
cipal of Cass Technical High
Schaol. principai of Conden
Junior High: principal. Red-
ford High School. and return-
ing to Cass as principal in‘1968,

Baumgartner |.\alsc cur-
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rently serving as president of
the Detroit High School Princi-
pal Association, and is past
president of the Detroit Asso-
ciation of Phi Beta Kappa

He is trustee of the Detroit
Association of American Bap-
tist Churches, as well as hav-
ing also served his denomina-
tion as past president of the
Detroit American Baptist As-
sociation .

Baumgartner, with his wie,
the former Gladys Dicer have
two daughters, Ellen and
Lynn.

Other officers elected were
first vice president, Dr. Fulton
0. Bradley: recording secre-
tary. Mrs. Marjorie Harris:
treasurer. John B. Watkins:
legal counsellors William H.
Baldwin and Thomas G. Long:
chairman of the nominating
committee, Calvin W. Didier,
and chairman of the personnel
committee, George W. Mat-
thews.

AWAY IN A MANGER — Darryl Vegh and Beckey Krettlin of the
Newburg Baptist Church, Westland, are joined by a'couple of friends in
the live nativity scene to be presented nightly outside the church at

37055 Joy from now until Dec. 23. The play will bé

ning every half hour from 6:30 to 8 p.m.
(Observer photo by Craig Gaffield)

Adventist
Drive Was
Successful

The Rev. William K. Dennis,
pastor of the Plymouth Sev-
enth-day Adventist Church,
announces that the annual “In-
gathering for the Health and
Welfare'" project sponsored by
the congregation was a suc-
cess.

Director of the project Mrs.
Lois Heilman of Plymouth
reports that a sizable dona-
tion was received for the work
sponsared by the church to
help those in need.

Robbie Roberts, son of a
local lumber merchant, told his
father of the project and the
store donated 159 gallons and
196 quarts of paint. The church
has found a use for this un-
usual donation.

Special thanks go to Roberts
and Gary Heilman for the ef-
fort put forth in the delivery
of this gift.

Plan Clinie

The Plymouth Seventh-day
Adventist Church will sponsor
a “five day plan” to stop
smoking beginning Jan. 25. The
session. conducted by Dr. Ar-
thur Weaver and The Rev.
William K. Dennis. will meet

+ for five consecutive nights

Congregational

Festival

Service

The traditional Christmas eve festival service of
the North Congregalional Church of Southfield will

begin at 7:30 p.m. Dec. ¥

A half-hour musical program by a string ensem-

on view each eve-

“Is Christmas Real?”’
New Temple Rabbi Asks

“Is There Really a Christ-
mas?”’ will be the sermen
highlighting the regular serv-
ice of the New Temple at 8:30
p.m. Friday, Dec. 26

Rabbi Ernst J. Conrad will
present his personal view of
how an effective Christmas
observance by those who ac-
cept Christ as their savior .
could change the world.

since the majority of people in
the ‘western world have for
several centurles declared
their commitment to Christi-
anity of which Christmas is
such an outstanding symbol.

The origin and historical
development of the holiday
will be traced.

New Temple services are
held in the Birmingham. Uni-
tarian Church, Lone Pine and
Woodward. Guests are wel-
come.

Rabbi Conrad will point:out
that the problem is relevant

Program Has

Original Script

_ St. Mark Presbyterian Church will present an
original Christmas program '‘Let's Put Christ Back
in Christmas’™ at 7 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 21. in the
church at 26701 Joy Road, Dearborn Heights.

story will be told through the eyes of the
ammals in the stable. Cast members will be the
church school children. Lafern Porter wrote the orig-
inal script.
Music will ‘be provided by the Church's four
choirs: adult, chorister (teens), junior (7-12) and
mini (4-7).

ble will open the service. Seror Pilgrim Fellowship
members will conduct the 8 p.m. Festival Service
which will include lessons and carols.

Readers will be Sherry Ansama, Christine Dry-
burgh, Scott Boyd and Douglas .Dunn. The Chancel
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1 A cordial invitalion to visit the
i ST. LUKE UNITED

| METHODIST CHURCH
Five Mile at Haggerty
Ernest L. Otter, Minister

Church Schoot 10 am.

Worship Service 11 .
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ORCHARD UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH

|

Attend Church This Sunday

Choir will sing, while Mrs. Hugo Wwill play the

harpsichord.

Following the Rev. Louis Gerhardt's Christmas
meditation, the service will conclude with the candle

lighting ceremony.

The church is located at 26275 Northwestern

Highway.

Two representatives of the
Orchard Lake Schools were
speakers during a world con-
ference of Polish Catholics
Dec. 10 through 12 in Rome,
Ttaly.

was called

‘Attend Rome Conference

State of the Care of Souls of
the Polonia of the United
States,”” while Fr. Jasinski
analyzed two papal documents
“Exul Familia,” and “*De Pas-
torali Migratorum Cura.™

The

by Stephan Cardinal Wysyn-
sky Polish primate. The meet-
ing was historic because it was
the first time any ethnic
group, irrespective of geo-
graphical boundaries, met in
discussion on church and so-
cial-related problems.

Delegates from the Orchard
Lake Schools were the Very
Rev. Walter J. Ziemba, presi-
dent-rector of the school. and
Rev. Prof. Valerious Jasinski.

Fr. Ziemba discussed, ““The

Faith Baptist
“huarch

23845 Middlebelt Road
15, o 10 ke Rood)
Farmington 474-3393
Pastor, Orville Chorner
Sunday School Service 10 a.m.
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: METHODIST CHURCH

30900 Six Mile Road
422-6038
Posl T Hart, Pastor
Haldon Fe
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Rev. R.L Morrell, Vicar
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Between 13 and 1
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PRESBYTERIAN

St. Mark's
Presbyterian Church
26701 Joy Road

UNITED CHURCH
OF CHRIST

NATIVITY
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
9435 Henry Ruff at

Worship and. Church Schoot | one WO Chluuo
Church Offices CR 8.9340 Rev, Edward H, v

Norsery, Church School
and Worship Service

; PRESBYTERIAN
ST. PAUL'S
s Presbyterian Church
Worthip and Bible Schoot 27475 Five Mile Road
GA 21470

WARD UNITED
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
OF LIVONI
Farmingten

9 10:15 4nd 11:30 a.m.

“Everyone Welcome”
Rev: William F. Whitledge
Rev. Amold S. Dalzelt
Donald A. Drew

Ministers
Worship and Church School
9:30 am. and 13 am.

Or. Bartlen L. Hess
7 o,
Cholr Christmas Concert
under the direction of:
Max Davey

Wednesday Evering
6 pam. Fami

7}pm. Clas
B.rm. Prayar Felloy
Nursdry Provided foe All Act

ST. TIMOTHY
Presbyterian Church
T6700 Newburg Road
Wonhlp and Church School
130 a.m. and 11 am.

Rev. Carl A. Gundersen
2614844 4641354

ROSEDALE GARDENS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Hubbard st West Chicago
Wunhlp and Church Séhaol

9 am. and 11 a.m.

Richard C. Dunkelberger, Pastor

Arthur Beumler, Jr., Associate Pastor

Wiliam T, Lovick, Associate Pestor

GArfield 2-0494

Riverside Park Church of God

|1771 anbwqh Rnld al Plymuulh Road
e 464-0990

For information

please call
Mrs. Joyce Klei - 422-3175

Rey. J Clifford Thor, Pastor
Robert L. McFarling, Associate

Rev.
9:45 a.m. swnd.w School 11 a.m. Morning Worship
30 p.m. Evening Service
Nursery and Bay Chre Cener Now Open
Enrollment Limited. Call 444-0990

NORTHWEST CHURCH
Christlan and Misslonary Alllance
28111 West Ten Mile Road — 476-7673
Batwern Middlebalt Inkstar Roads

Evening Service 7 pom,
Worship Servics 11 e.m
Wodnesday — 7:30 pm. “Hovr of Powsr”

8417

Pavl D. Bersche, Pastor

Parkdale EVANGELICAL
Assembly of God COVENANT CHURCH
36516 Parkdal 24331 W. Emhl Mile Road
1. Bk 5. of Plymouth & Levan Rds. Dot
David H. Krist

e 883150
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE

You are cordially invited o attend Sunday School es listed

below. Sunday Schools are conducted by all churches, and
care s provided for children of preSunday School age.

Waednecday Tostmanial Meati

at 8 p.m.
Hours of Servics

FOURTH CHURCH, Detreit ......... 11.am.

24400 W. Seven Mile near Telegraph

FIRST CHURCH, Farmiington ........ 11 am,

33825 Grarid River ‘Avanue

FIRST CHURCH, Garden City .

33111 Ford Road

FIRST CHURCH, Plymouth ...... 10:30 am:
1100 West Ann Arbor Trail

1 a




