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Blues Are Color Blind

Says White Musician

By SUE SHAUGHNESSY

I stick out like a neon sign
on that stage. and people al-
ways talk 10 me after the con-
cert.”

After two weeks of playing
piano with B.D. King. the King
of the Blues. thal's the reac-
tion of 22-year-old Rick
Wright

Rick. son of Mr and Mrs.
Donald Wright of 11281 Gar-
den, Livonia, is the only while
musician in King's band.

King's music is considered
the best in the blues field. and
he has recently been "discov-
ered” by the white college
student. Among blacks. who
have traditionally foliowed
blues. King has been making a
name for himself since he cut
his first record in the late $0s

WRIGHT SAYS that the
reactions 1o hun as the only
white member of the group are
interesting. ~"Many of the
white students just Jaok at me
after the concerts,” he says
‘The blacks. however. have
been most friendly and after
the concert always come to
talk about the music and the
program.” he continues
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According to Wright, King
has started to refer to him dur-
ing the concerts, pointing out
that it isn't necessary to be
black to enjoy and be able v
play the blyes

How did the Frankiin High
graduate land his spot pound-
ing the kéybdard in a blues
group? i

“IT WASsire luck.” Wright

ays.
“T have always liked King's
music.” Wright explained
and k used 10 ge (o the con-
cerls and be the only white
person there.

“After a concert in Detroit.
I went backstage and asked
him if he was interested in hir-
ing another pianist. The drum-
mer. who does the hiring for
the band. took my name and
phone number, and | never
heard from him

“It was a year and a half
ater that 1 attended one of
King's concerts in San Fran-
cisco. and I went backstage
agan The drummer took my
name and phone number again,
and [ thought it would be the
same story

Four days later [ had a
phune call to Iy to New York
to jomn the group. and here
am.” Wright savs

He started out as a drum-
mer. but an injury dating from
the Martne Corps days limited
his gbility on that instrument

ACCORDING to Wright. it is
because of s wife,
Pant. that he's plaving the
prano today

1t seems that while attend-
ing Schouleraft College. Wright
was forced o pawn his pianc
When he and Pam. who also
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attended Schooleraft, left for
San Francisco. the piano was
bailed out of the pawn shop
and packed along with the
young couple’s belongings.

While in San Francisco,
Wright played club dates and
waited for his break. It was
during this period that he
jammed in informal sessions
in San Francisco with mem-
bers of the famous Electric
Flag group

This might sound fike a
story of incredible luck. But
when Wright teils you that he
really believes that a person
can create his own environ-
ment to the degree that he be-
lieves in his own abilities. you
are nol o certain

‘Evervhody has a story.”
Wright explained. *and people
should take the time to listen.
don't believe in vielence.” the
young man continues, "‘but
rather in telling the truth
calmly.

'If enough people do this,
then the truth witl be known,”
he says

about the gun {lghls “between
the police and the Black Panth-
ers. and that's all people hear.

‘I know many Black Panth-
ers in San Francisco. and
while T don't agree with the

vivlence. I think that people
should know that these same
Black Panthers feed hundreds
of children every morning so
that the kids can go to school
with a breakfast in their stom-
achs

“Why isn't this type of thing
oid”
Wright and his wife are
roving back 10 Michigan now
that he has a contract with the
King group. 1 dont know
why. bul most of the musi-
cians live in Detroit.” he says.

Before the move. however,
there are playing dates in Chi-
cago. Washinglon. D.C.. on the
West Coast and a six-week tour
of Japan

And in cach place. Wright
will contine to “tell the truth
(‘d]"\h
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Sweden s
Film Scene

The wildlife of Sweden is
pictured in the film ~Sweden
Mountains to the Sea™ sched-
uied fur showing at 7:30 p.m.
Saturday. Jan 10, in the Rack-
ham Auditorium, Woodward at
Farnsworth

Dr.Jutin Douglas Bulger will
aarrate his film. The evening
1 sponsored by the Detroit
Auduben Sociely

Tickets may be purchased at
the door.
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Donna To Dance
In Olympia Show

A young Livonia dancer’s years of training in
ballet and modern dance have apparently paid off.

Donna Shingledecker. daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Jack Shingledecker. 29855 Mason St.. has been se-
lected to the cast of “'Disney on Parade.” a new live
touring show that will play 27 American-Canadian
cities in 1970.

She is currently in Chicago with the cast

After the Chicago stop, Donna will be*returning
home Jan. 7 as the show opens at Olympia Stadium
in Detroit for five days and nine performances.

Two of the production numbers she will appear
in are recreations of “‘Cinderella” and *Alice in
Wonderland.™ two of Disney’s most successful clas-
sics.

Tickets for ""Disney on Parade™ are available at
Olympia. all major Hudson stores, or by mail.
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Steve McQueen
“The Reivers”

Tryouts for the third in a
series of four productions in
the Eastern Michigan Univer-
sity Players Series, '*Mother
Courage and Her Children™ are
scheduled for Jan. 5 and 6.

Director James W. Gousseft.
professor of speech and dra-
matic arts, will hold tryouts
for Brecht's multi-media anti-
war explosion on those dates
from 2 to 4 p.m. and 7:30-10:30

GARDEN CITY  GA 10210

Natate Wood - Robert Culp
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WAYNE PA 17100 .
Open* 3 p.m,
Matinees Dty thru Jan, 4
AW ods Duanav Calor Shase
DALMATIONS™
Wairer BronaneBusdy Ebse
*“THE ONE AND ONLY, uswmz
ORIGINAL FAMILY B

Quo Vadis
Entertainment Center

Warren and Wayne Roads—

ho world's greatest
Threo theaters in one bullding

GA 5-7700
MAT. WED. ALL 3 THEATRES
T Showe 1 p.m. Adults 81.00
Gearge Lazanby o8
Jamos 007 Bond
ON HER MAJLSTY'S SECRET
SERVICE" (M| Colo

Faw Newman
l “BuTCH CASSIDY AND THE
SUNDANCE KID" {M} Color

p.m. in 131 Quirk.

Parts are available for 20
men and 10 women out of
whom will be chesen five solo-
ists and five choruses for a
production that might well be
termed a *“mini-musical.”

Scripts for *‘Mother Cour-

[ALGIERS Drive-in

WESTLAND GA 2-8810

WSU To Offer Credit

Courses In Livonia

A total of 12 courses will be
doffered by the Wayne State
University's Division of Urban
Extension in Livonia's Frank-
lin High Scheol during the win-
ter quarter beginning Jan. 12.

The courses range from
education and guidance to Eng-
lish literature, political science
and business topics.

SPECIFIC’ course titles in
the Franklin location are:

Evaluation and Measure-
ment: Role of the Teacher in
Guidance; Mental Hygiene and
Its Relation to Problems of
Education; Philosophy of Edu-
cation; Psycho-Educational
Intervention and Acting Out
Phenomenen: Shakespeare;
English Literature of the 20th
Century: Political Process in
the Urban Setting; Psychology
of Social Behavior; Leadership
and Group Process in Speech:
Accounting Principles and

U-M Sets
Winter
Courses

Coliege courses will be
offered throughout Wayne and
Oakland county including one
based in the Farmington High
Schoal by the University of
Michigan Extension Service.

The winter term begins the
week of Jan. 12. Course loca-
tions include the U-M Dear-
born Campus and the Rackham
Education Memorial at Farn-
sworth and Woodward, De-

troit. .

Oakland locations are in high
schools throughout the county
and include Southfield. Bir-
mingham. and Walled Lake in
addition to Farmington.

The Farmington based
course is entitled **Educati

Management.

A total of 167 credit courses
will be offered in 15 different
locations in the metropolitan
area by the WSU division.

Graduate and undergraduate
courses for the College of Edu--
cation, College of Engineering.
College of Liberal Arts and
School of Business Administra-
tion are included in the curric-
ulum.

IN ADDITION to Franklin
High School, courses will be
offered in Dearborn. Detroit.
Flint, Grosse Pointe, Jackson,

Farmington
Students
Rewarded

Two North Farmington stu-
dents are among the three high
‘school students winning schol-
arships to the Bloomfield Art
Association's Winter term of
art classes.

A watercolor "My World"
Wwon a scholarship for 17-year-
old Jeff Merrill, a senior at
North Farmington. He is the
son of Mr. and Mrs. Murray G
Merrill of 7122 Heather Heath
Lane, West Bloomfield

Wendy Snyder. daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Leapold J. Sny-
der of 31415 Stanewood Court,
Farmington. won a scholarship
for her entry, a woven piece
Wendy is 16 years old and a
senior at North.

Scholarships allow the stu-
dents to enrofl in a 10-week
class of their choice and study
in a professional atmosphere
with instructors drawn from
the universities and art
schools in the area

of Exceptional Children.”

A complete listing of the
courses offered is available
from the’ U-M Dearborn
campus or the Rackham Mem-
orial. Registration for classes
is scheduled Jan. 5 through 9 in
Dearborn, Jan 5 through 23 at
the Rackham Center and on
the first night of class in the
Oakiand County locations.

The courses may be taken
for graduate or under graduate

it.

New Trails

Michigan is making efforts
to develop trails. not only for
snowmobiling, but also for hik-
ing, bicycles, horseback riding
and automobiles, in its state
parks. Some trails may be sin-
gle-purpose, but efforts are
being made to develop multi-
purpose trails whenever pract-
ical.

EMU Announces
Casting Call

age” will be available in room
100, Quirk between 12:45 and
4:30 p.m. daily.

Additional information re-
garding the production may be
obtained in person af the Quirk
Theatre Box Office or by call-
ing 482-3453 during box office
hours.

Singles Meet

The Singles Inter-Parish
Club will meet at 7 p.m. in Qur
Lady of Sorrows Parish Hall,
Powers and Shiawassee. Far-
mington.  Single chureh
members, of any denomina-
tion, between the ages of 21
and 35 are invited.

Steictly Adult Entertainmont

Keir Dullen Sonta Bargar

A Heterosexual Explosion
UCCUBUS” (X}

WAYNE Drive-In

WAYNE  PA 1-3150
James Garner-Aita Moreno
"MARLOWE"*

Rod Taylor- Jill St. John
"'THE LIQUIDATOR""
Extra Added Attraction
Wod., Thuss., Fri., Sat., Sun,
Dosn Martin-Jarico. Rulo
*'THE AMBUSHERS"*

pposite Hudson's Westland

ditius STEBKS

SRECIAL CUT STEAK

broiled to suit your taste.

FRIDAY ond SATURDAY

ENCORE'S

Janvary 2 and 3

$925

pos|
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OVER 21 CLUB

Every Sunday, Mondoy,
Tuosday, Wednesday, Thuraday

DESSERT'S ON THE HOUSE

with above order, Choice of:
jello, rice pudding, or pie - FREE

THEATREGOER

SPECIAL
_CANDLELIGHT DINNER
AT "“OVER 21'" SUPPER CLUB
Located atop the thestre
cholca of any of 3
movies in the Quo Vadis
Entertalnment - Center plus
a_complete_dinnge.
TOTAL COST $5.50 E m .
PER
ALSG OPEN' 0
The Non-Mavie Going Nhllc
N DAILY § p.
WEDNESDAY 11 lm
PHONE 281-4530

Choice of: mashed potatoes, French fries,
or hashed brown
Choice of: salad, cottage cheese, cole slaw

REST:
LIVONIA MALL

ANT

Livonia
PORTER HOUSE
Cocktails
and

Fine Food

New Yoors Resarvations

" “Milford, Pontiac, Port Huron.
Royal Qak. St. Clair Shores,
Troy. Warren. Wyandotte and
the University's Southfield
Extension Center where 50
courses will be held.

Students are urged (o regis-
er now since those who wait
to register at the first class
meeting may find the section
closed. Yau/ma\ Tegister by
mail o in person.

Application blanks may be
obtained by calling the credit
program at 358-2104 or writing
the program at Division of
Urban Extension, WSU, 25610
W. 11 Mile Road, Southfield
48075, °

Dinh;r Meeting
Set Jan. 9

The Dearborn-Livonia .Sin-
gletons have scheduled a din-
ner meeting for Friday. Jan. 9.
in The Boardwalk at 8470 N
Telegraph Road. Dearborn
Heighs.

A social hour begins at 6:30
p.m. followed by dinner at 7:30
p.m. Dinner reservations.
which are required may be
obtained by calling Susie Alvi-
ani at Lo 39362 or Patricia
Terwilliger at 427-3540 alter 6
p.m.
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NICK LAWRENCE
end his ORCHETTE

DANCING 7 NIGHTS

31735 PLYMOUTH ROAD,
G

Culebrate at Livonia  penthouse

NEW YEAR’S EVE

Dancing tift 4 a.m.

Hugh Gedrich's FAMOUS

Lronaa RNNONSE

A 7-3380

Broakiast Butfot 31,50
All You Can Eatl
Setved 1:30 10 3 a.m.

8ob Simon at tha Fieno
510 9 pom.

Just wast of Merriman

NEW YEAR'S

Playmate

32811 Ford Road

EVE
PARTY
$ 500

—RESERVATIONS-

See Donna
or call

261-4930

Lounge

1 dlock East
of Venoy




