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$25 Million To Operate 6- County Bus

It will cost $25 million to
operate a consolidated six-
county ‘bus ine for the first
two vears. after an additional
unknown sum is spent to ac-
quire eight existing bus com-
pany properties. SEMTA has
learned.

SEMTA. the Southeastern
Michigan Transportation Au-
thority. was told this in its
second report from consultants
Coverdale and Colpilts. New
York engineering firm.

The report didn't tell
SEMTA how much purchase of
Detroit's DSR and seven sub-
urban bus lines. including
Northville Coach, would cost.

ADOLIH SCHILLER, owner

of Northville Coach Lines. told ,

Observer Newspapers his

corapany alone would sell for

about $500,000. It is nexk lo the
smallest of the eight eyed by
SEMTA. It has'18 buses com-
pared (0 the more than 1.000 of
DSR and 100 10 200 of several
other lines.

The $25 million price ‘tag
was reported as necessary just
to operate the proposed new
system for the first two years
and for izing and re-

age.
Schiller, who agrees with,the.

basic idea of SEMTA consali-
dation und operation of the
regional service, said he has
some queslions at this point.

“HOW ARE THEY going o
go about acquiring the compa-
nies?" he asked. “According to

placing equipment acquired
from the companies.

About $15 million of this ini-
tial capital requirement would
be spent on 400 new air-condi-
tioned buses in 1970 apd 1971,

This purchase would reduce
the average age of the region's
1500 bus fleet from 8.5 to 7.5
years.

Alter 1971. purchase of 100
new buses a year would keep
the fleet at the 75 year aver-

the Legislature, they have to
acquire the lines. This report
mentions no provision for this
money.

"I should think that would be
the first step. If they don't
have the rights. how can they
proceed?”

Schiller agrees with the con-
sultants” conclusion that even
SEMTA would have to plan on
operating at a loss.

“The public is just not bus-

FIRST LADY STEPS DOWN -- Mrs, Olgo F. Dworkin, 3140) Stonewood Court
West, Farmingfon, received o distinguished leadership plague for her services os the
first woman president of the Wayne State University Fund during the year of 1969.

Preseating the plaque is C. Jackson France, M.D.,

class of '43, Grosse Pointe Park,

who succeeds Mrs. Dworkin for 1970. Mrs. Dworkin will continue to serve the fund as
+ one of its directors, as will Edwin ¢ Blumberg, D.O., 28327 Wellinston, Farmington.
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qud Tones
Frame Rugs

*.Area rugs. whether antique

* Orientals or exciting contem-

porary pieces. look best laid on
a wood floor. where the back-
ground of subtle wood tones
and textures works like a pic-
ture frame.

A colléction of paintings also
needs an important but neutral
background

Many collectors favor walls
paneled in a vertical-grain,
golden-beige wood like western
hemlock (o highlight pictures.
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. senger buses.

farfetched?

BRUCE F. MIRTO
Oistrict Manager
453-8901 or 455-2528
1005 West Ann Arbor Trail
Plymouth
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health protection couid coma
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Represanting
WOODMEN ACCIDENT
and LIFE COMPANY
THE FABE MIRTO AGENCY

10 gal. 57.95'lI
16 gal. $12.98

‘Black Tetras 43¢ Brick Swords 43¢ Foro°
Reg. Angels. 53¢

Aguar

Ums
20 H gal. $16.95
29 gal. $24.95

includes:
10 gatlon tark,
sand, chcmul
mometer,

10 GALLON STARTER SET-UP

purp, 16 Ibs. of
glass wool, ther-
, filter_and tubing.

31 395

WMER[AND

27500 PLYMOUTH ROAD
(One btack West of Inkster Ad.)

RQUARIUMS

425—7373

minded,”" said Schiller, ex-
plaining that both here with
common carriers and in Flint,
with a federally subsidized
glamor service,} less than 10
passengers a triy use 45 pas-

AIR CONDITIONED buses,
250 more bus stop shelters,
two-way radios, headway re-
corders to monitor pace, and a
$2 million suburban garage are
part of the proposed cost

items.

Two-thirds of SEMTA's $25
million initial modernization
cost might be met by a federal
urban transportation grant, the
report suggests.

This would leave $8.3 million
to bé financed from local and
state sources over the two-
year period.

In addition to restructuring
present routes and faresthe
consultants recommend exam-
ining potential new transit
markets, especially suburban
areas where present carriers
have been reluctant or unable
to extend service.

“They won't ride.

says

Schiller. .

THE CONSULTANTS' re-
port emphasizes a need for
-“express services designed to
carry residents of the City of
Detroit to suburban job loca-
tions, as well as provide com-
muter service to the central
business district.”

The consultants suggest that
farebox revenues would not be
sufficient to -cover acquisition
and operating expenses. They
recommended a search for
outside sources.

Qutside revenue will be nee-
essary to prevent a substantial
rise in fares in the next 10

years, also, according to Cov-
erdale and Colpitts, who fore-
see a near doubling of mainte-
nance and operating expenses
in that time.

Wilbur  R.  Thompson,
SEMTA board. chairman from
its beginning to his recent res-
ignation, commented on the
report.

“THERE'S NOTHING easy

in what this report tells us we
must do,"” he said.

“We were instructed by the
Legislature to study and plan
for developmerit of a coordi-
nated regional bus transporta-
tion system, to provide better
public transit in the region.

“This tells us that public
transit will have to run harder
each year to keep up - not
only because .our whole na-
tional economy floats a bit
higher each year, but because

public transit must achieve
some degree of better service
to keep the riders it has.™

. He said, A major metropol-
itan region without public
transit is inconceivable, but
hardly impossible.”

The report is the last of a
$160,000 engineering valuation.
1t was financed by grants from
the Federal Urban Mass
Transportation Administration,
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“IF's a lovely day, the sky's 5o blue.”
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: Too many people miss so much
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