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THE DECADE'S AUTHOR—The history of the 605 for
the Farmington Area wos written by decisions made by
residents ot the polls. The voter was the author of the
decade and the tallied votes recorded the accomplish-
ments df the ‘60s and hopes for the ‘70s

(Evert photo)

ENTERPRISE & OBSERVER

Township TTebl\%s Services

By Our Staff

Farmington Township dou-
bled in population- during the
1960s but had a much larger
increase in services to its resi-
dents.

Potice and fire protection,
water and sanitary sewer and
other types of services about
tripled during the decade.

THE TOWNSHIP'S pop-
ulation started booming in the
late 19505 and continued
through the §0s. About 20,000
more persons live in Farming-
ton Township today than in
1960.

Almost as many persons
that now live in Birmingham
moved into Farmington Town-
ship during the 1960s.

A great majority of the
township’s new residents came
to make a home. Almost 0% of
the township’s residents own
or are buying their homes.

‘The "60s did mark beginning
of rentat housing to Farming-
ton Township. All the rental
housing. ~ Kendallwood Apart-
ments. Independence Green
and others--were built during
the decade.

Nearing the end of the dec-
ade, the level of rental housing
in Farmington Township is
approaching the average for
Oakland County. [n 1960, pract-
ically no rental housing was
available.

The equalized valuation of
the township reflects the popu-
tation increase of the decade.
In 1960, the equalized valuation
was about $67 million. Now the
figure is about $195 million.

‘mington is ti

THE PERCENTAGE of in-
dustrial growth paralleled the
population growth. The in-
dustrial equalized valuation
jumped fram approximately

. $8 million in 1960 to about $16.5

million now.

‘The main impetus to in-
dustrial development in the
township was completion of a
sanitary sewer arm in the
southwest area.

The Tarabusi Sewer Arm,
paid for by voted millage. al-
lowed industrial development
near Hatstead and Grand
River. The area, possession of
which is now being disputed by
the city and township, has an
ultimate value of $150 million.

Gerald Harrison, former
superintendent of the Farming-
ton School District and now
executive director of the
Board of Commerce, feels the
voted millage to allow in-
dustrial development was one
of the most important events
during the decade.

“The thing that I see is
somewhat singular about Far-
{ t the township
did tax itself for sewer and
water so that the industrial
park could be developed. If
that had not been done, there
would still be vacant land out
there.” Harrison says.

““This goes back to the In-
dustrial Development Commit-
tee which was organized in the
late 50s.” Harrison adds. “A
one mill tax was put on the
ballot so that the Tarabusi
Sewer Arm could be built. The
taxpayers were saved some of
thie money when a federal
grant was obtained to help fi-
nance the project

STORY OF THE '60s — One of the major events of
the ‘60s was redevelopment of the downtown center and
new growth along the Grand River business strip. The
above picture (taken in the ‘50s) shows the following
businesses on the south side of Grand River east of Far-
mington Rd.: Mosure’s Drugs, Gombles Department
Store, Edison office, Hocking-Gilles Shoes, Farmington

1

Meats, and Dr. M. L. Hutton's optometrist office. The pic-
ture below was taken in the ‘60s and does not show all
the changes. Businesses located on the same srip foday
are: (from left} Farmington Hordware with a renovated
exterior; The Bon Ton Gallerie; Farmington Office Equip-

ment; and Fads 'n Fashion.

(Evert photos)

" Township Supervisor Curtis
Hall agrees that the sewer arm
and industrial development
committee were important
steps for the community’s tax
base. i
“The township government
was criticized for even ap-
pointing an industrial develop-
ment committee,” Hall re-
calls. .**Some people didn't
want any industry at all.”
Hall says the township's

voters approved the one mill
levy for 20 years to pay for
the sewér arm needed for the
industridl park. While urging
passage of the tax, Hall says
he toldi voters the millage
might bé needed for anly three -
to four years.

The industrial park began
paying its way much sooner,
and only 0.6 of a mill was lev.
ied for anly two years to pay +
for the selyer arm.

THE TARABUSI Sewer Arm
was only one aspect of the san-
itary sewer and water projects
completed in the township dur-
ing the '60s. The township
joined the Detroit water sys-
tem and constructed the Far-
mington Interceptor Sanitary
Sewer.

All totaled. between $20-830
million was spent on water and
sewer projects in the township
during the decade.

Other services provided by
the township government in-
creased during the 1960s.

The Farmington Township
police force began the decade
with eight men. The force now
has 40 regular officers, plus 20
auxiliaries and 18 mounted
auxiliaries. The large increase
in the number of policemen
was made possible by a two-

Continued on Page 4A

City Doubles, Expands

By Our Staff

In the °60s. the City of Far-
mington changed its complex-
tion from the rural community
of the '50s to a modern. boom-
ing. metropolitan suburb.

In 1950, the city had a popu-
lation of 3.000 and was basi-
cally a rural village. The
downtown area was served by

i

million.|Equalized valuation

broken down was: commer-

cial. $3;089.000: industrial

$977,000: Land residential, $12.-
0. | )

. I:

In 1969, the city’s total as-
sessments were recorded at
on. An SEV factar of
115 resulted in an equalized
valuation of $49 million. Equal-
ized valuation broken down

dicial. $6.370.000: in-

Tocal ~ the general
store, the meat market. the
corner hardware. There were
no shopping centers ‘and only
residents shopped in town.

By 1960 the eity's 1.7
square miles were filled with
7.000 persons and the signals of
change were already recog-
nized.

DURING THE '60s, a
“new”” downtown was built in
the City of Farmington, new
subdivisions constructed. and
an industrial belt located on
the city’s border.

By the end of the decade,
the city’s land area expanded
to 2.6 square miles and is filled
with ar estimated 12,000 per-
sons. But the actual growth of
the city has been much
greater during the '60s than
fand area and population fig-
ures indicate.

In 1960, the city's total as-
sessed valuation i
of $18 million.

A 1960 State
Equalized Valuvation (SEV)
factor of 1.13 provided a total

cqualized valuation of $20.6

dustrial. '$4.273.000. and resi-
dential. $30.944.000

These figures. translated.
mean that in the past 10 years
city’s egpalized valuation has
increased 130" . After subtract-
i of inflation, the city’s
growth increased

THE PbPULATIOX growth
during the '60s was almost as
projected., slightly higher be-
cause of “apartment develop-
ments in the past 10 years.

And that was part of the
story of the decade. In the
“50s. there were no apartment
projects in the city. During the
*60s about 600 apartment
units were built

The apartments resulted in a
higher density of population in
certain areas of the city than
earlier anticipated. but the in-
troduction of multiples is only
a small part of the story of
Farminglon's growth during
the '60s. -

THE BIG STORY probably

was development of the down-
town business district. Thirty
new commercial enterprises
were located including a 70,000
square-foot department store.
Federal's. which opened in
1968. Nine hundred off-street
parking spaces were provided
in what is now the downtown
center.

Also, municipal offstreet
parking facilities were added
in the southwest and northeast
quadrants of the business dis-
trict for an additional 150 cars.

City offices moved into two
new municipal buildings in the
*80s. The new city hall was
occupied in 1963 and the new
DPW building and vard in
1962. The DPW building was
expanded in 1968

ANOTHER IMPORTANT
part of the city’'s boom was
industrial growth. Industriat
assessed valuation ‘was less
than $1 million in 1960 and
jimped to $4 million at pre-
sent, a 400% increase

During the decade the num-
ber of industrial firms grew
from 20 to 95. The industrial
belt was developed along Eight
Mile. east of Farmington Rd
Industry also moved in along
Nine Mile.

The two largest industrial
firms 1o locate in the ‘60s were
Mills Products with 2 100,000
square-foot building and Chel-
sey Industries with &h 80.000
square-foot building

While industry boomed, the
number of commercial firms
rose from 90 to 186. Although
primarily in the downtown
area, some of the commercial
development occurred along
Grand River also.

may not have been dynamic
as industrial and commercial,
but during the ‘60s the number
of residences increased by 70%
in the city.

New subdivisions built in the
city include Farmington Mead-
ows, Farmington Oakes, Twin
Valley. Chatham Hills and
Wood ‘Croft. Now under con-
struction is the Drakes Heights
subdivision.

1t was during the “60s, also,
that the city converted from
wells to the Detroit Water sys-
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New
Guaranteed

The safe way

to double
$12.50

The new bonds make great gifts, too. They can be
registered in another person’s name without any
“red tape”. And they're a gift that grows in value ...

quaranteed to double in value.

Get your money growing. Send coupon, of ask
about new Guaranteed Growth Savings Bonds at
any Livonia National Bank Office. 1

| Growth Bonds
e double
your money

LIVONIA NATIONAL BANK
GUARANTEED GROWTH BOND APPLICATION
Gentlemen: Please process my order for the following
Guaranteed Growth Bonds. My check (o money order) is

enclosed.
IPa14 or v ot 180 €0uB04 0 4y Livoms Mationst Bam Difcal

NUMBER OF BONDS PER DENOMINATION

Face vALUE [325 |50 | 5100 [ 500 [ $1.000 | 35.000
3 500 | 52500

cost 312350 | 525 [ 3 30 [ 5250
Tota Cont:
{muitiply eont 3
by . of bonds)

e 9 Qo neas

8y daily compounding the 5% annual rate, the new

bonds double their value in 13 years, 316 days. Ao Social Security Number:
-—

That means you can buy a $26.00 bond for $12.50,

a $50.00 bond for $26.00, etc. Other maturity

value denominations include $100.00, $500.00,

$1,000.00 and $5,000.00. Four Sigrature Prons No.

11 you need to cash in one of the new bonds, you S o = =

can cash it without notice on any three month anni-
versary of its issue date, or for ten days thereafter.
You still get the full 5% interest. o

Open Mon. thru Sat. ‘til 4:30 P.M, ... ‘til 6:00 P.M. Fri.

Livonia NaTioNAL Bank:

7 Offices to Serve You / Phone 421-8200 / Member F.D.§.C.

‘Soacit Instructions:

_




