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Consumer
Attitudes

Lowest Yet

. ANN ARBOR
Consumer attitudes, continu-
ing to deteriorate for the third
successive quarter, are now
measured at close to the low
point reached prior to the 1957
58 recession. according to the

University of Michigan's Sur-/

vey Research Center.

Barring good news in such
areas as inflation. unempioy-
ment, the war in Vietnam. or
tax relief, the U-M economists
predict a decline in consumer
demand for cars and other
durables, leisure-time pursuits.
and other optional goods and
services.

The findings. based on per-
sonal interviews with a na-
tional cross-section of nearly
1.500 families. were compiled
by the quarterly survey direc-
tors, George Katona. Jay
Schmiedeskamp. and Burkhard
Strumpel.

THE SRC INDEX of Con-
sumer Sentiment Tell to 79.7 in
the fourth quarter of 1969. This
,was an unusually sharp drop
from the 95.1 recorded in Feb-
ruary 1969, at which time the
index reached its highest point
- during the last two vears. i The
“base level of 100 reflects condi-
tions as of February 1966)

The simplest explanation for
consumers’ present pessimis-
tic notions. the economists
suggest. is that the Nixon
Administration’s message has
come through to the American
people.

i1) The fight against infla-
tion will be successful and the
pace of price increases will
slow down. and 21 in order lo
achieve that goal. demand is
being cut down and therefore
some, increase in unemploy-
ment will take place

This latest survey: reveals
that the people have received
the second part of the mes-
sage.

The proportion expecting
unemployment. 1o rise during
the next 12 months reached 52°
in October-November.,
against 20% a year ago. The
proportion saying that a reces-
sion s Likely rose to 407 from
26 a year ago.

ACCORDING TO earlier
surveys, consumer reaction to
inflation was the most impor-
tant factor contributing to de-
clining sentiment between
February and August-Septem-
ber. 1969. By November, how-
ever. a somewhat smaller pro-
portion of people expected
large price increases.

Commerce Department data
show that aggregate incomes
continue at a high level: yet
the steady growth m real in-
comes during the previous
years has given way to a side-
ways movement.

‘The report concludes

“CONSUMER DEMAND for
durables, Jeisure-lime pursuits,
and other optional goods and
services will decline. The indi-
cations are for a decline in
real terms.

“Demand for one-family
houses, already weak. may
decline further. How extensive
,these declines will be and how
long they will last ppears to
depend on those factors which
are now being closely watched
by consumers: (a) inflation,
(b) unemployment, fc) the
governmeny’s economic poli-
cy. and (d) Vietnam,

“1f prices should rise notice-
ably slower than in the recent
past, ‘without a substantial in-
crease In unemployment, the
impending declines might be
relatively small. Should events
unfold the other way, 'with
continuous price increases
having a sibstantial impact on
consumer attitudes at a time
when the threat of unemploy-
ment and recession loomis larg-
er, the outlook for the con-
sumer sector would worsen
turther.”
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Suburbs Praise
Sheriff’s Choice

By DENNIS PAIOT

Wayne County Sheriff Wil-
liam Lucas, the first black
man in that role, has picked a
white veteran suburban police
chief as his undersheriff.

Loren M. Pittman, a leader
in-county, state and national
efforts for professionalism in
the ranks of blue, was nam:
by Lucas Monday. .

Pittman will leave his post
as police chief in River Rouge,
where he gained stature over
almost two decades by clean-
ing up a previously scandal-
ridden department.

FROM LUCAS and from a,
hard-nosed police chief of an'
all-white Observerland com-!
munity come indications that
Pittman was chosen with sub-!
urbia in mind.

“His coming with us should
give us better relationships|
with the out-county areas,”
said Lucas, who is little known
by or identifiable with the'
man in the subdivisions. :

“Having Pittman will bring
Lucas much closer to the out-
countychiefs,” said‘Redlorﬁ
Township Police Chief Edwin*
Gleza, who thought Lucas was'
an “excellent choice™ for sher-:
iff in the first place.

Gleza, who has worked:
closely with Pittman in’
pounty-wide efforts for in-
‘creased police training and has
a reputation, probably mistak-
en, of color bias, feels both will
help build *greaf rapport be-
tween the sheriff's department
and out-county police depart-
ments.”

ABOUT LUCAS, Gleza said,
*I have an awful lot of respect,
for him. I think he’s fantastic.|
He's always shown a great
interest in our problems. He's
attended meetings of our
Wayne County Chiefs of Police
Association many times.

*You know,” said Gleza,
“‘he carried the ball for county
organization of an intelligence
unit that got a federal grant.
He's volunteered his services
many, many times.

“He’s heard us out. He's
heard our problems."”

From Gleza's comments
about Pittman, it appears that
Lucas not only heard but

eed

“I have high respect for
Pittman. He was active in
formation of the Downriver
Task Force (a mutual assist-
ance pact of several municipal

! departments). He was instru-

mental ... in formation of it,
the first one.” .
HERE'S WHAT Lucas said
about his choice of Pittman:
“He's one of the most out-
standing law enforcement offi-
cers in this area. Al River
Rouge he was able to handle
very well problems that

Scout Leaders

To Convene

An orientation conference is
scheduled for all newly elected
district chairmen and vice-
chairmen and new appointed
operating committee chairmen
in the districts of the Detroit
Area Council, Boy Scouts of,
America.

1t will convene Thursday,
Jan. 8 in the Detroit Edison
Building. 2000 Second.

The conference opens with
dinner at 5:45 p.m. and the
program and *‘Know-How’"
sessions will continye until
about 9:30 p.m.

Registrations are now being
received for the Scouters Con-
ference at the Council Service.
Center, 1776 W. Warren.

The fee which covers the
complete cost of the program
and dinner is $2.75 per person.

plague most small depart-
ments.

“His attitude towards people

apd his reactions to law en-
6rcement are quite similar to
mine.
“Most importantly, he
knows the problems of the
small towns and cities. One of
our primary concerns is to
provide law enforcement to
areas outside Detroit. He has a
real understanding of the prob-
tems in that area.

“We finally have a man that
knows what suburban problems
are,” said Lucas of new Un-
dersheriff Loren Pittman.

That gives an idea of Pitt-
man's stature among fellow

licemen. How did he achieve
it?

IR

RISING FROM the ranks of
the River Rouge department
in the late 1940s to its chief in
the '60s with a huge reform
mandate, he turned the trick
and River Rouge now has a
smoothly functioning. re-
spected force of integrated of-
ficers. N

Pittman holds a bachelor's
degree from Wayne State Uni-
versity andis working on a
master’s at Eastern Michigan
University.

He's a director of the Michi-
gan Association of Chiefs of
Police (ACP). a director of the
Metropolitan Police Academy
and a guest lecturer there and
at the Oakland Community
Collegg Police Academy.

He's a member and past
president of the Wayne County
ACP, a fnember of the Na-
tional ACP, a director of the
River Rouge Kiwanis Club and
a member of the Wayne
County police commission for
crime control and prevention.

Pittman lives in River
Rouge with his wife and two
children.
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OLD ~ FASHIONED DOLLS came/s life when the Charlotte Needham dancers

8erformed last week for Livonia Malllcustomers. The dancers, Livonia residents, are

rom lef) Laurie Krueger, Constance Houghton, Anna Golura and Cindy Pasky.

Update Fireplace

A fireplace set into a flush
brick column, with plain
painted walls on either side,
can look outdated. To modern-
ize it, accent flanking wall sur-
faces with a covering of nar-
row bevel siding boards. Or
use a diagonal installation of
wide, tongue-and-groove pine
boards.

Wishing you & .
Happy 3
New
Year:

Hillside Inn

41681 Piymouth Road 28
Tymo o

N

You get a choice of ways to save:

+ Open a 4% Savings Account for $50 or more.

* Opeh a 5% Golden Passbook Account.

« Buy a 5% Golden Growth Bond.

* Buy a 5% Savings Certificate.

o Add $50 or more to an existing 4% Shvings Account
or 5% Golden Passbook.

‘Then choose your free5-piece place settingy
« Briarwood, a traditionally designed stainl
« Astro, a contemporary design in stainless.

Take your choiceof
free blace settings when
- you make your choice
of : \a’v’ings accounts.

Then you can buy additional place settings for just
$3 per setting each time you add $25 of more to a
savings account or $50 or more to a Golden Passbook,
or purchase another Savings Certificate or Golden
Growth Bond. Also, a complete set of matching serv-
ing accessories will be available for purchase soon.
(Limit, one free place setting per family.)

That's how much we'd like to make a customer of :
// you. So come in soon to any branch of Bank of the

Commonwealth. There's one near you!

BANK OF THE COMMONWEALTH

Mambes Fadaral Deposk fesaranca Corporation
Stant saving and get your free place setting et the following locations:

3 .
Grand River-Fenton (Detroit) Cherry Hill-Venoy (Westland) Ml:: morm&)\l:gﬁny
R ou! oW
A ) Ford-Newburgh (Westland) Orchard Laks Road-Thirteen
Pymouth Road-Beech Dayy  Warren-Middlebelt (Weitiand) e la Ridabell
{Rectord Township) Warren-Wayne (F

Weltome the fabulous ‘70s at American's fantastic first annual

First Nighter Sale!

FRIDAY NIGHT

JAN. 2

ONLY!

ANYTHING and EVERYTHING IN OUR STORE!

IFWEHAVE IT IN STOCK IT'S YOURS at 30% OFF!

30% OFF ANYTHING
for 4 HOURS ONLYI
Everything in our store . . .
our complete stock will be
discounted fon four fantas.
tic hours only. If you have’
seen it and waated It . .,
how's your chance to buy
it at 30% offl

Nothing Reserved!
Nothing Held Back!

n . I¥s all_hers on
the shelves Including pow-
er tools, paints, fireplaces
and oll hardware
everything!

YOU FIND IT AND
IT'S YOURS FOR

30% OFF

Lighting fixtures, wall
decor, nail kegs.and wine
barrels , . . we a

re t
feaving out a thing in our
togk. Shop the whole store
. upstairs and down, and
sqe. /5

CASH & CARRY

BRING MONEY!

We won't have fime fo

ca
gains. It will be a great
start to the new yesr . ..
the new decade.

Follow the SIX
SEARCHLIGHTS
SWEEPING
THE SKY!

Dress up in your new aved-
date and

ings.

the lights that lead fo the
bargains of the fabulous

IT'S YOUR LUCKY
DECADE!

Friday, Jan. 2 Only! 9 p.m. to 1 a.m. Only!
FIRST NIGHTER SALE!

YOWLL HATE YOURSELF IF YOU MISS THIS ONE’

HARDWARE

Phone
4766240 .
537-2645

AMERICAN

& SUPPLY (0.

your favorite store

31245 FIGHT MILE ROAD 2t MERRIMAN
Lets of FREE sasy:in, sasy-out PARKING




