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" RU Star Hailed For Feats; Eagles Perfect On Gridiron

Morrison, Thurston Top 69 Sports *

Good bye, 1969! ’

So long to- many great sports feats and memo-
ries ... thrills and disappointments ... joyous mo-
ments and sad ones ... championships and failures.

As is customary as a 12-month span fades out.
the Observer sports staff pauses to look back ... {1}
on its own, (2) on the BIG sports stories that boomed
through the state of Michigan.
e e .
LET'S START, first. with the stories closest to
home ~ the **biggies™ of 1969 in Observerland:
1-Redford Union's John Morrison. the premier
hurdler in the state of Michigan ... a champion at
league, regional and state levels. A record holder.
too. Then to cap his brilliant year. he went on to win

2--Thurston High’s all-winning football sea-
son. Eight straight victories, a first in the
school’s history, and a final ranking among the
Top Ten among the state's Class A teams.
3-Miss Alice Wonnacott, a coed at Wayne State
University, who defies the fact she has been para-
lyzed from the waist down for many years. Contest-
ing in paraplegic competition in the United States, in
Europe and in South America, Miss Wonnacott cov-
ered herself not only with personal glory, but
brought honors to Livenia, to Michigan and ... to her
beloved country, as well.
4-The one-two brother punch that Garden
City West produced in basketball during the
first part of '1969. Dwayne and Rick Drewitz

in several national junior meets during the summer.

RIIAY ),

John Morrison

Unbeaten Raiders Tip
Walled Lake In Finals

Take a bow. North Farming-
ton—the 1969 champs of the
Northwest Suburban Holiday
basketball tournament

Hardly the perfect hosts. the
Raiders swept to three victo-
ries, the last two on their
home court, and wound up with
the title in the 13th annual
meel. the oldest in the Detroit
area by trouncing Walled
Lake Central. 92:59. in Satur-
day night’s finals

Nut only did North Farming-
ton take three in a row in the
meet, beating defending cham-
pion Southfield in overtime in
the opener and then Berkley in
the semifinals before clobber.
ing Walled Lake. but the sweep
also kept the Raiders unbeaten
for the season

They now have won six in a
row as they prepare 1o swing
into the 1970 portion of their
schedue next week

IT WAS strictly no contest.
the finale between North Far-

mington and Walled Lake
well. at least after the first
quarter

The Lakers stayed fairiy
close in the first period. trail-
ing. 18-12. as Drew Mahalic got
North Farmington off on top
with seven points.

Then the Raiders busted
things apart in the second pe-
riod with 23 points 10 nine for
the Lakers.

Mahalic with 24 points was
the top man for the winners
while Ken Kilkka scored 17

In all. i1 of the 14 men who
saw service for Coach Dick
Wilson's Raiders broke into the
scoring column.

Rich Herpich had 10 along
with Mike Gow. Doug Gilmour
scored eight. Craig Duhe five.
Stexe White, Jay Talis, Tom
and Dave Peterson
four apicce and Scott Raeside
two

The tournament drew an
overall record crowd. Director
Jack Cotten announced. More

Schembechler’s
Success At M
Leads ’69 List

STATE'S TOP STORIES

1--Bo Schembechler. taking
over al the University of
Michigan. and leading the
Wolverines to a share of the
Big Ten title, following the No
1 upset of the year-a romp
over Ohio State. Now the Wol-
verines are primed to beat
Southetn California on Thurs-
day in the Rose Bow!

2.The fall of the Tigers.
After winning the American
League pennant and the World
Series in 1968, the Tigers slid
to second in the new Eastern
Division in 1969. But. it was a
distant second behind Balti-
more and long before the sea-
son even reaclhed the halfway
mark, it was”evident the Ti-
gers were out of contention.

3-Spencer Haywood, after a
brilliant sophomore season.
capping a series of castrophes

- for University of Detroit Bas-

ketball Association. despile the
fact he still had two years left
in college ptay. Meantime, the
Titans fired Bob Calihan. their
longtinte cage coach. and fol-
lowing many difficulties [i-
nally came up with Jim Hard-
ing as his successor.

4-The upsurge of the Detroil
Lions. From an also ran the
year before, the Lions

emerged as a major threat for
conference honors. They won
nine games. lost four and tied

one ... their best record since
1963 .. and now just about
everybody is convinced the

Lions will make a big run for
title honors in ‘70 provided
they don’t have any two:
quarterback problems created
by the presence of Bill Munson
and Greg Landry.

5-The tragic death of John

JBenington following a heart

attack after developing Michi-
gan State into a Big Ten bas-
Ketball powerhouse and after
landing Ralph Simpson, one of
the great sophomore sensa-
tions in the country today.

#-The Michigan Goll Ulas-
sic fiasco. When the tourna-
ment was over, there was no
money lo pay the players
Meantime, sponsors of the
annual Buick Open announced
they were dropping out of
hosting the touring golf pros.
All of which means that Michi-
gan appears “dead” as a ma-
Jor golf center for the next few
years at least/

7-The success story of auto
racing at the neiw Michigan
International Speedway. De-
spite bad weather for most of
the races, crowds from 50,000
up turned out to watch the best
in the world speed their way to
honors.

tormented rival after rival to wind up among

Craig Mutch

than L1100 turned out for the
championship game

TWO OBSERVERLAND
teams—Redford Union and
Stevenson—triumphed while
two others—Bentlev and Far-
mingten - lost in the ather
games at North Farmington on
the final day of action.

Here's the way it went

R. Union 86 Farmington 68

Despite 2 brilliant tourna-
ment by Paul White. Farming-
ton wasn't able to win a single
game in the holiday festival

White had games of 39. 26
and 29. added t 34 and 37 in
Farminglon’s two previous
games.

His efforts helped Farming-
ton gained a 41-35 halftime
edge over Redford Union. but
then Dennis Genge exploded
for RU in the third period and
the Townshippers took com-
mand ang held it

Genge!l whipped in 32 points.

Bo Schembechler

8--The Pistons and Red
Wings both changing coaches
again. The Wings axed Bill
Gadsby after he won the first
1wo games of the scason...the
Pistons changed to Bill van
Breda Kolff 1o begin the 1969-
70 season after Paul Seymour,
who finished in 1968-69. an-
nounced he didn’t want to
coach again .

9-The rclusi/ of the state
racing commission to award
more winter dates for harness
racing. thus leaving the field
wide open for American dol-
lars and fans to cross the river
into Canada and wager there
while the lid remains clamped
on the ovals on this side of the
river.

10--The continued upswing in
Michigan schoolboy sports
more high schools, more
teams, more sports ... more
competitors ... more fans. Too,
moves in several areas to
promote more activities on the
sports scene for the coed
members of the student body.

getting 11 in the third period
when RU outscared Farming-
ton, 2213

Randy Taylor contributed 13

paints W the winners’ cause,
STEVENSON §2. SOUTH-
FIELD 74

Balanced scoring with four
men striking in double figures
along with spectacular re-
bounding enabled Stevenson to
finish strong.

It was Stevenson’s second
win in lhree tourney games
and boasted the Livonians’
overall record to 6-1 for the
season.

Stevenson reached the half.
clinging only to a 37-36 lead. It
was Stevenson by only a 58-54
edge at three quarters. but
when John Jetchick and Paul
Van Wagoner led a scoring
burst that put things out of
reach and tumbled last year's
tournament winners

Rusty Gregg shot in 19
points for the winners, while
Ted Exachos had 17 along with
John Jetchick. Mike Swift was
right behind with 16

Exarhos and Gregg were
just as brilliant in the rebound-
ing department with 18 and 17.
respectively

Scott Miller had 16 for South-
field.
BERKLEY 70, BENTLEY 63
The fourth period told the

story. Berkley had the finish-
ing power. Bentley didn't.

Bentley trailed, 36-33, at the
half. but shot ahead. 51-48, at
the threc-quarter mark when
Lou Lovett led an uprising
with six points

But Gary Pheister retaliated
with three quick Berkley bas-
kets in the final period and
Berkley rolled along to win by
seven points.

Individual honors went to
Bentley’s Tom Guilfoyle with
26 points. He flipped in seven
baskets and added 12 from the
foul line. Lovett followed with
14 points.

Both Bill Placeway and
Pheister had 17 apiece for
Berkley.

THE SEMIFINALS

In the semifinal round, it
was North Farmington in a
waltz_over Berkley, 8857,

while Walled Lake Central had

100 much for Bentley, 73-60,

There never was much
doubt about the North Far-
mington- Berkley game. The
Raiders rushed ahead, 30-6, in
the first period, capitalizing on'
10 turnovers by their oppo-
nents.

Continued on Page 28

the area’s finest cagérs. Dwayne has departed
the prep scene, but as 1969 checks out, Rick has
to be the No. 1 player in Observerland and prob-
ably in all of the Detroit area, too. A good bet
for all-state honofs in March!

5--The march of St. Agatha High's football team,
After tieing in its season’s opener, St. Agatha went
on to win six straight and capture its divisional title
in Catholic League action. Then 8t. Agatha won in
the Second Division semifinals and reached the finals
before finally being beaten in the battle for the divi-
sional crown.

6--The comebacks of Garden City East and Red-

ford Union Highs in football. Both lost their first -

three games. then bounced back to win four straight

e

Alice Wonnacott

in league play and emerge as co-titlists—Garden City
East in the Mid-Wayne League. Redford Union in the
Suburban Six League
7--Thurston’s Craig Mutch becoming the
first Observeriand prep football player in sev-
eral years to win No. I All-State honors and St.
Agatha’s Mike Murphy winding up on the Class
C all-state teams at the season ends.
8--The record-breaking seasons enjoyed first by
the trotters and then by the runners at the Detroit
Race Course in Livonia.
9-The surge of Livonia Stevenson High in sports
... championship finishes in basketball, baseball and
football.
10-Clarenceville High's gymnastics team re-
peating as the state’s champs,
11--Bentley High of Livenia losing its two top
coaches in one swoop - George Fefles bowing out in
basketball to become the school’s athletic director,
Larry Joiner ending as football coach to move to the
new Churchill High as athletic director.
12-Establishing of a new area high schoo! ath-
letic league which will include Churchill, plus the new
high schools being built in Plymouth and Farmington
Township.
13-The decision of the Wolverine Raceway
to stage trotting races on a mile, instead of a
half-mile track effective with the 1970 season at
the DRC oval.
14-Our Lady of Sorrows' Barry Walsh. one of
the statd's best wrestlers. The champ in Class C
ranks.
15--Redford Township repeating as the Greater
Livonia and State Free Press baseball champs and
then doing well in the National All American Boys
tournament at Johnstown, Pa.
16-Farmington Township's Sid Abel returning to
his former job as coach of the Red Wings, while
remaining as the team's general manager
17--Livonia's Joe Sparma gelting his wish and
being traded away by the Tigers. He'll pitch next
season for Montreal in the National League.
18--Bernie Carbo, another Livonian, who
appears about ready to stick with the Cincinnati
Reds of the National League next season.
19--Wayne Walker. still another Livopian and a
prominent restauranteur and broadcaster. too, finish-
ing a brilliant season for the Lions as a linebacker.
although he has become one of the team’s senior citi-
zens. Age can't stop a great man, eh, Wayne?
20--The general dominance by Observerland high
school teams in the leagues in which they partici-
pated ... further testimony to the fine calibre of ath-
letes, coaches and programs in the area
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WE'VE FIGURED A 12' x 12’
Room for You. Includes
Tile and Grid System
Haere's What You Need
© 18 s 718" Peible White Tile

1/2-4x8 ... . 5.95
5/8—4x8

3/4—4x8

1.89
2,49

// ® 2 s 12 Nain Roamer
© 5 s, 10 Wl Moglfng
o 15 pes. 4' Cress Tees
As Low TOTAL COST
As 27¢
bk, $3Qo0
Foot.
PRE-HUNG| GEILING TILE
DOORS RS
. .y by PEERLESS P
Largest Selection Anywhere—Pre-Finished Panels .ym is Pre- <)
s Fini Fit in Frame
Beautiful Pre Fn_nshed o s S :
Lavan Paneling o L ; ?
Your Choice — Lite or Dark Makogany National Gypsu
ACH o Poplit Sins | GOLD BOND TILE
4x7 o R 76" gy g5 |0 B—12x12
- Ly 28 ¢ Plain White
PLYWOOD NAYONAL GYPSUM R RDBOAED ® 64 sq. ft. per carten
LD BOND
AC EXTERIOR RY-WALL 178—4x8 Std. ...1.65 8 'y ¢
V/A—4x8 .. iiiuiin 31’; asgn 12| 1/8—4x8 Temp. .1.99 2 o
YB—txB.ovvinnnn 475| T e PEGBOARD 5.4 per carton

CD EXTERIOR PLASTIC COUNTER TOP
G. E, TEXTOLITE
Make Your Own ond SAVE
30"x48" . 498
36"x60" . 7.49
30"x96" . v.95

Association 3
KNOW GRADE - THIN BUY
Ty

577 ¢ SAVER
PLYWOOD

v4"'=4'x8’ Interior

OPIN MON., TUES., WI
FARMINGTON/8:00

1/8—4x8 5td. ...2.05 | Shop Now and SAVE

1/8—4x8 Temp. .2.35
1/74—4x8 Temp. .4.35

YO0U CAN USE YOUR

CHARGE CARD AKD
ANTIQUING KIT
« Apply Over OId Finish
© No Sanding or Seroping
* 3-Wood Grain Finishes

* 5 Colors 53

YOU DO SAYE AT REGFORD

~$ SAVER

Complete Kit

Plywood Sheathing
3/8”—4' x 8’

79

per sheet

ROYAL 0AK
. 3035 MAN ST

AN\ o ]



