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Housing Action Due

The Farmington Township Board is plan-
ning to approve the senior citizen housing
ordinance next Monday night and have all its
members named to the profosed Housing
Commission.
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Gotta Squawk?

If you have a desire to protest your as-
sessment and need help, the city assessors
are planning a special session to answer all
questions. The plan is to ease arguments be-
fore the annual session of the Board of Re-
view in March.
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No More Cabs

As an experiment the Farmington City
Council has decided -to call a moratorium on
the issuing of bond plates for taxi cabs. You
can learn the reasons on the second front

age.
Pag Page 3A

Light On Way

Farmington City Council took the first
step this week in Froviding a traffic light at
the intersection of Orchard Lake Road and
Shiawassee by agreeing to widen the intersec-
tion. ™ 7 :
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On Stage

A Farmington resident is on stage -a
Detroit theatrical production. The actress has
been seen on the Farmington Players stage
and has fans in her home town. Who is it?
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Ladies §kiing

Our ski expert Bill Cameron has an idea
for a ladies skiing program. He explains how
it could be arranged in today's “*Ski Heil!"
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Classified Want Ads
Cooking, by Elly

Deaths and Funerals
Editorial poi

Home and Garden ..
Readers’ Forum
Regional Atairs
Sports--Prep and Pro
World of Women ...

MICHIGAN'S A WINTER WONDER-
LAND and each year more people. discover
the fun of skiing and those noisy new ma-
chines ~ snowmobiles. Sunday’s issue of your
hometown paper will have pictures of focal
skiers. Watch for it and maybe you'll get
some tips on how to spend your leistre time.

EXTRA
TIME-PIECES?

SELL THEM QUICKLY WITH AN EASY-TO-USE
OBSERVER TWIN-ACTION WANT AD.......

Observer Want Ads
4220900
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Businessmen Cri

ticize

Downtown Zoning Plan

by WYLIE GERDES

More than 100 businessmen
and residents overwhelmingly
supported the principte of up-
grading Farmington’s central
business district at a public
hearing Monday evening, but
tempered their feelings with
criticism of details.

Farmington's City Council
digplayed the recommenda-
tions of the Downtown Redev-
elopment Committee (DRC) of
the Planning Commission at
the council's regular meeting.
The principle behind the rec-
ommendations won strong
support from the standing

room only crowd, but the
DRC’s specific recommenda-
tions were criticized.

The DRC. supported by the
planning commission. pre-
sented an ordinance establish-
ing a specific zoning classifica-
tion for a central business dis-
trict and outlining the types of
businesses encouraged and
prohibited.

The ordinance did not spec-
ify the area to be covered in
the zoning

ON THE URGING of 2
group of businessmen. the
council recessed the hearing on

the ordinance until Feb. 2 to

_give the DRC an opportunity

to meet with the business-
men’s group. .

Mayor Wilbur V. (Sandy)
Brotherton, in presenting the
ordinance, said the council
wished to hear the general
reaction to the proposed ordi-
nance rather than argue about
the area to be included in the
central business district.

*“The ordinance is a consen-
sus of what they (DRC) think
is what is needed to correct
some of the problems which
have been developing in the
downtown area.” the Mayor
said.

CHRISTMAS SPIRIT -- It doesn*t look like much but this Christmas tree in the
Farmington home of Mrs. Margaret C. Halava carried out the true meaning of the
Christmas season.

(Evert photo)

An ‘Ugly Duckling’
Has Moment Of Glory

By ELIZABETH WISSMAN

To an evergreen, the high
point of the year may be when
1t becomes a Christmas tree
in somebody’s home,

Not all evergreens make it.

In the woods this year was
an ugly, forlorn little scraggle
of an evergreen which seemed
doomed never to be the focal
paint of the holidays.

But this Uttle tree made it

First it was the star of the
Observer . Newspapers Inc.
holiday party - the Odd Ball
No. 2,

True, there were scoffers
at the party -- those who
scorned the Little tree with its.
sparse 18branches --those who
laughed at the crooked way
its Umbs grew.

..

"IN FACT, it seemed fitting
that the lttle tree should be
given away a8 the party’sbooby

prize,

It might have been leftbehind,
forgotten, and never have known
the glory of standing inaplcture
window of a privats home during
the Christmas holidays,

But garet C, Halava,
sssistant to the publisher of
the Observer Newspapars, won
the tree 15 the booby prize and
took 1t bome, -

Mrs, Halavahappensiohaven
plcture window in her bome in
Alta Loma subdivision io Farm-

“She placed the litle

.

Because it was a tree with
a distinct personality, the orna-
ments also had to have a dis-
tinct personality,

‘There was only room for five
bright balls on the tree, donated
by persons at the party who felt
compassionate and happy that
the little tree had founda home,

s

MRS, HALAVA augmented the
five balls with two reflector
lights, the kind that are used
to Lght driveways,

On the floor she placedahigh
intensity lamp, shining upward
through the tree and iis sparse
‘branches.

The effect, perhapsnotglori-
ous, was startling.

So startling that viewers
driving through Alta Loma to
ook at Christmas displays did

a double take as they passed
Mrs, Halava's home.
DY

ONE DRIVER‘S double take
ran him into the ditch In front
of the Halava home, Fortunate-
1y no one was hurt, which might
have caused the poor little tree
to shed some needles In SOrTOW,

But the brave little tree had
its moment of glory -~ it was
an ugly duckling that took all
the harassment and laughing and
lived to grace a picture window
in the true tradition of Christ-
mas, .

Charley Brown would have
appreciated the little tree. So
would Rudolph the Red-Nose
Relndeer,

Charley and Rudolph know
what 1t 1stohave a happy ending.

The portions of the ordi
nance criticized most were its
delegation of power to the zon-
ing commission and its vague-

ness.

John M. Clappison, of 36630
Heatherton presented a peti-
tion to the council signed by 49
businessmen which asked the
council to table the ordinance.
The petition said the delega-
tion of the power to approve
building or improvement plans
to the planning commission
may be unconstitutional.

The planning commission
“could and would pick and
choose the recipients of its
favors.” the petition said.

IN ADDITION, he said
many persons interested in
downtown redevelopment were
not given sufficient time to
study the propased ordinance

Clappison commented the
businessmen's group doesn’t
question the intent of the coun-
cil or the DRC.

“Change should occur only
after careful study by busi-
nessmen and residents ef-
fected.” Clappison said

The petition also recom-
mended five businessmen and
five residents of the area
which might be in the central
business zoning be appointed to
the DRC. The council rejected

the additions to the Planning
Commission subcommittee

TERRY BRENNAN. an at-
torney with offices at 33314
Grand River, also criticized
the power given 1o the plan-
ning commission under the
propased ordinance

Brennan, appearing for him-
self and builder Thomas Duke,
said the planning commission
could “write a separate ordi-
nance. in essence. each time
somebody wants to do some-
thing downtown.”

The proposed ordinance

Cantinuod on Page 3A

Eight Mile
Hazard Claims
AnotherVictim

A Detroit woman was killed
and two others criticaily in-
jured in a head-on collision of
two cars on Eight Mile Rd.
just east of Farmington Rd.

The accident occurred at 2:
30 p.m. Friday near the busi-
ness of a man who has been
cnmpaexgnmg to have the road
widened for safely.
Farmington Township police
said Mrs, Erma Dougherty, 51,
of Detroit. died after the car
she was driving collided with a
car driven by William B.
Wonnacolt, 22, of Walled Lake.

Wonnacolt and Mrs. Dough-
erty's 13-year-old son, Timo-
thy. a passenger in the car
driven by his mother, are in
critical condition at Botsford
Hospital.

REPORTS indicate Mrs.
Dougherty's car crossed into
the oncoming lane of traffic
while traveting on a flat tire.

The accident occurred near
Dependable Hard Chrome at
32728 Eight Mile. Owner Sam
Ingesoulian says he has been
urging that plans for widening
the road be implemented.

Ingesoulian says the widen-
ing project for the two-lane
road has been approved but
the start of the project awaits
settlement of a dispute’ be-
tween Wayne and Oakland

Dems Hear
An Expert
OnPlanning

“Have you escaped the pro-
blems of Detrott by lving In
Farmington?”’

This will be the toplc of
discussion when Harold Black,
an expert on urban planning,
speaks at the monthly meet-
ing of the Farmington Demo-
cratic Club on Thursday even-
ing, Jan, 8 at the first Farm
ington Savings Bank, Orchard
Lake Road near Grand River,
‘The meeting is set for 8 p.m,

The meeting opens the new
season with newly elected offi-
cers, Re-elected to one-year
terms were Chairman AllenSip-
ber; Vice - Chalrman Joanne
Smith and Recording Secretary
Marilyn Sitroa,

The newly elected officers
also include Corresponding Sec~
relary Lois Vagnozz, Treas-
urer Brian Olmsted and Aud-
itor Allen Sulten,

City Recreation Plan Passes
State’s First Sereening Test

The City of Farmington's
application for $32,500 in state
funds to implement a recrea-

,tional program has passed its
first test.

The Enterprise and Ob-
server has learned that-the
request survived the screening
test by the National Resources
Commission and was sent
along its way for final ap-

proval.

This will be part of the $100
million bond issue that was
approved by the voters last
fall. - .

. . e

'UNDER THE TERMS, each
community was asked to sub-
mit its plans for recreation and
open space along with the re-
quest.

This was done some time
ago, according to City Man-
ager John Dinan, and it was
just a matter of time waiting
to see what action could be

en.
1f tinally approved, the pro-
gram will call for the state to

.provide 80% of the amount or

$26,800 and the
mainder.

city the re-

counties.

A drain must pass under the
road, and the two governments
can't decide who should pay
for it. he says

THE HEAVY traffic along
the two-lane road between
Orchard Lake and Farmington
Roads is dangerous. says Inge-
soulian. and has led to three
accidents along the stretch in
less than three months

“Fve wamed them about
conditions.” he ways. "it’s

strictly a bottleneck here.”

He commented that the
major roads which feed the
portion of Eight Mile are four
lanes with a turning lane be-
tween Farmington, Orchard
Lake and Eight Mile east of
Orchard Lake all have two
lanes traveling both ways
This causes congestion when
the cars have to travel on the
two-lane part of Eight Mile, he
claims.

“It's murder to try 10 cross
the street when rush hour
comes.” Ingesoulin says.

FIRST FIRE OF THE NEW YEAR - Ron Bradbury, on
the ladder, fights o fire in his own home early Saturday
morning. Bradbury and his fellow firemen fought the

blaze for seven hours in 15 degree femperature.

(Evert photo)

Family Routed

By First

The first major fire of the
new year caused a Farmington
Township family to evacuate
its home over the weekend. No
one was injured.

The fire began at 11:45 p.m.
Friday in the home of Rod
Bradbury at 28114 Greening.
Alfter being brought under con-
trol by firemen, it broke out
again in a wall at 5 a.m. Satur-
day.

Bradbury, a volunteer fire-
man himself, praised the town-
ship fire fighters for their ef-
Torts to save part of his fami-
ly's home. The firemen battled
the flames for seven hours in
15 degree temperatures.

P

THE OWNER of Lhe house
said the fire, apparently
started by electrical wiring,
burned most of the roof of the

Fire

home and much of the interior

“The volunteers did a beau-
tiful job keeping the fire from
the living room.” he added.
“and managed to keep water
out, too.”

Units from fire houses 3, 4
and 5 helped contro! the fire.

BRADBURY SAID he, his
wife, a son and a daughter
were asleep when the Ffirst
major fire of 1970 in Farming-
ton Township broke out.

The roof over the laundry
room, a bedroom and a recrea-
tion room was destroyed. No
estimate of damage was avail-
able.

The smoke and water also
damaged the family's clothes.
Bradbury said about 90% of his
children’s clothes had smoke
or water damage.The family is
staying in a motel until other
lodgings can be arranged.
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