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A Black Sheriff Looks At His New

O

A Pro Wants To Cooperate With Suburbs

By Dennis L. Pajot

The painting of Christ as a black man
graces the office of the first black sheriff of
Wayvne County. William C. Lucas.

An attorney’s shingle rests in his drawer.

A bhovhold in New York's teeming Harlem
burns in his sout

A career as a teacher. deputy U.S. district
attornev. [FBI narcotics and vice buster and
first black undersheriff here bolsters his con-
fidence

A sense of purpose. to bridge the gap be-
tween urban blacks and suburban whites,
whets his a appetite for a first fling at poli-
ties

“I'VE GOT TO RUN for public votes for
the first time in my life. 1 don't even know
what a political organization is ... I've got to
get out there ... Supposedly it will be difficuit
for a black man to win.

‘Many people have tried to use that as a
reason | should accept a job in Detroit and
not try to win in the outcounty area. If I was
to buy that. to accept defeatism. then [
wouldn’t be long in any job.

“1f 1 was to back off, to think that I
couldn’t win based on skin color alone, if

1 bought it, I wouldn't be the man I'm

trying to be -- the fighter.”

‘Tumbling out complex sentences like a pro-
fessor. this 41-year-old professional policeman
was the man taking pains to be understood.
Occasionally he'd blurt a blunt sentence, a
street word. a punctuating gesture.

For more than a half hour he answered
questions in an exclusive Observer Newspa-
pers interview white seated at his desk.
Emwd. forthright. volunteering much. ram-

fing quite often

Operating a jail designed to house
1200 persons but usually loaded with
1,668 -- 100 of whom sleep on mattresses
on the floor - has been the number one
problem for the sheriff in recent years,
Lucas said.

It has taken attentions away from other
public service functions. He said he appointed
his tirst undersheriff. Loren Pittman. in hopes
of putting “a great deal more emphasis on the
out-county services.” Pittman was chief of
pohiee n suburban River Rouge for most of
the past decade

“WE'RE GOING to be overhauling. looking
very closely at our services. We're going to
see how we can improve. what the needs are.
We're gomg to look. really. at what our future
associahion is going to be with that area. said
the new Wavne County sheriff.

‘I'm not nterested in taking over any-
body  I'm not interested in being the big
cheese to anvbody.”™ he added."All we want to
du ix be 10 on @ cooperative thing.’

Just cibout any service a local community
wants. it can have by asking the local county
supervisor to get authorization from the
county board. his boss. said Lucas. ~We think
we can give substantial services at a substan-
tial savings.”

\mong these services are. in addition to
jamhing at the downtown facility: crime scene
searches by trained teams. pol h opera-
tors. handwriting experts and possibly one or
muaore crime Jabs

Ta alleviate problems encountered by out-
county police departments now in transport-
ing prisoners from their areas to the down-
town jail and buck. he has two suggestions.

One is to request county board
money for his department to maintain
temale guards at the road patrol garage
holding jail in Wayne. The other is for
the state to build a new jail at Eloise. He
has already recommended the latter.

We have no problems in rapport with the
out-county now. but 1 want to redouble my
ettorts. That's where lhe future of this de-
partment lies. in suppurtive services. If we
do our job right. every Jocal department in
this county will need us.”” he said

SHERIFF LUCAS has already announced
that he considers narcotics a top challenge to
his department. He's hinted at a plan to meet
mrc challenge head on. but wouldn't give spe-
ciHies

Having six children of his own, he knows
the threat. His background gives him more
than a common knowledge of this and other
street vice

Atter gr.’xdu;mn%z with honors from Ford-
ham University Law School in his native
New York. he became a teacher, a city wel-
fare investigator and then a city police pa-
trolman

He rose quickly to detective rank
and served on the vice squad. From
there he became an investigator with the
U.S. Civil Rights Commission, and an

assistant U.S. district attorney. Then he

joined the FBL

His reputation with the FBI gained notice
of former Wavne County Sheniff Roman S.
Gribbs. now mayor of Detroit, who made
Lucas the first black undersheriff of Wayne
County in June 1468.

Gribbs won election as Detroit mayor in
November and within a month Lucas had
gained broad endorsements particularly from

More To Maxi
Than Long Coat

SHERIFF WILLIAM LUCAS tries fo be a fighter
and o pra - and now he will be a politicion

HOW DOES IT feel to be sherif of the third
largest county in the United States ipop. 2.7
million1?

~It's a greal honor. a great challenge.”” said
Lucas. "'I'm a person who always thrives on
a challenge: the potential is so great. Law
enforcement is so overwhelmingly needed

“Take the narcotics problem. for instance
I've worked undercover on it for five vears.
I've got special expertise. ['ll have a chance
to bring this and an understanding of the mi-
nority views of the field of law enforcement.

“Many people are not aware that the
people who suifer most from crime are
minority groups. They're most directly
involved. Some 78 of the crime is
committed upon minority groups.

“However. over the vears a gulf has devel-
oped. ...Minority groups have felt they have
not gotten response from law enforcement
agencies.

Distrust has been built up.

A fellow such as myself. who has come
from the ranks. who has come from a minori
ty. who has lived all of his life in a minority
situation...

"My life has been law enforcement. I'm
completely aware of every strata of law en-
forcement.l've worked with the men in the
field and know them very well.

*I can offer the idea to all citizens that
I know the job by experience and that 1
understand the problems.

“'Because I'm representing a minority
group at a policy making level. not a token
level, not a showcase level ... I'm able to in-
fluence other law enforcement agencies in
this county.

HOW?

Just by example. T don’t reaily have a plan.
Everybody is looking for a guide. If T can set
this department up as a professional. fair
department - where the law is enforced fair-
ly. firmly but humanely - if I can do that. it
will be an example for everyone else in this
county.

Al the police in the counly want to do it
that way. because it is to the benefit of every
body. But I have the ability to understand
many of the nuances. It gives me « better
opportunity than many.

I can go out and they can look at this
black face and they know I'm there. that I'm
the man.

I can be a great example for young
men who say they've always shied away
from law enforcement careers. Well, fi-
nally here's a black guy whose made it
in law enforcement.

~Whites can see that not all blacks are law
violators.

~So you see, I can have an influence on
both blacks and whites. The fact that my skin
is black is the only thing that makes me dif-
ferent. !

P

WHAT DO YOU attribute your rise to?

1 grew up on the streets of Harlem. I had
an idea of what I wanted out of life. [ re-
ceived guidance at a time when I needed it
most. I know right from wrong. 1 admire
strength. I admire justice. I'm an attorney. |
know what's good in life and I want what's
good and what's right.

I think 1 have been able to find self-cx-
pression and self-improvement - which have
been my goals - within the framework of so-
ciety.

Leaning forward now, he said. "I've
found. all the frustrations -- some of the
damndest frustrations and pettiness
you've ever seen in human beings. 1
don’t think you'll ever truly encounter
stupidity in the form of prejudice and
discrimination until you're a person
that's trying and happen to belong to a
minority.

“As such, you're alw running  across
those people whom you're competing against
and they will use the advantages they've got

*To counter that. I've had the great oppor-
tunity of runming into many others who are
not carrying that load in their bag. so [ was
able to look at the obstruction as foulish,
to see that they were fighting a losing buttle
“They were trying to hold back something
that couldn’t be held back. They couldn’t win
There’s nothing like fighting a guy whom you
know if you keep fighting long cnough has got
to give. because he’s got sand under Ins feet
He recalled. ~'I became &« good athlete be-
cause I never gave up. I came down 1o the
wire neck and neck with guvs and [ knew
they were going to give. because | damned
sure wasn't going to ... They would fall he-
cause there's something in cvery une of us
that has to be tested.
~Our whole damned society is i chaos
because people who have tendencies are fal-
tering right now. when put 1o a test.

WHAT ABOUT POLITICALLY? How did
you get on the political trail”?

A fluke of luck. There's nothing political
about me. Best qualilication I could otfer is
competence. I'm confident the people of
Wayne County are going to elect or not elect
a sheriff on the basis of his ubility to per-
form.

"SUPPOSEDLY IT Will be difficult for o black

man to win -- this is on excellent opportunity.”

(Observer photos by Dennis Pajot}

“Blackness will be something considered
by some. and God bless them. If that's their
bag. they're certainly welcome to think that
way and judge myv performance as sheriff on
skin color withaut even looking at what I'm
doing.

~But I think this 1s an excellent opportunity
to see what 1'm doing. and it they don't like
it, to vole me out

“1ean’t say o polities) is not altogether my
bag because I've got to go out next vear and

pet elected. But I'm not motivated by a de-
sire o become a political leader. I'm moti-

vated by a desire to serve.
I was influenced 1to take the sheriff's job)

by the request of the board of supervisors.
the men and the people in the county.”

WHAT WILL THE issues be in the cam-
paign {o get elected the first time next Nov-
ember?

‘Issues? Whatever issues there are. That [
can do the job  All theyv have to know is that
I am a professional and 1 am doing a profes-
sional job.”

Benefits
Automatic

Social Security beneficiaries
need not appiy for the 15°; ben-
efit increase just signed into
law by President Nixon. “Ev-
ervone of the 25 million men
women and children now on
the benefit rolls will receive
the increase automatically.”
s Robert M. Ball. commis-
sioner of social security

“The first regular check in
the new amount.” Ball said
“will arrive April 3. the usual
day for delivery of benefil
checks covering payments for
the month of March.™ A sepa-
rate check in the amount of
the benefit increase for the
months of January and Febru-
ary will reach beneliciaries
later in April. probably during
the week of April 20

Abaut one out of every eight
Aniericuns is now receiving a
Sucial Security check each
month. Ball said. As of the end
of December. these monthly
pavments totaled §22 billion
and the monthly total will go
up by S35 million to more
than §2.5 billion as the 15 ben-
efit increase becomes effec-
tive

The average retirement
benefit of $100 a month will
rise to $116 per month: a cou-
ple 65 or older receiving the
averige cauple’s benefit of
S | have their benefit
increased to $19%6
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They may have laughed at
the maxis last season--and
some manufaclurers may

have groaned at stock that
didn’t sell—but this season is
the year of the long ¢

Our advice: Du it if vou're
woman enough fo wear it The
maxi-coat is a perfect example
of a fashion that can-over
whelm women who don't have
the bearing for it. Height is
important. se are posture and
accessories.

Never wear regular stock-
ings with a maxi—textured and
opaque look much better:

NEWSPAPER

W

he Westland Obso

Tatal Sunday

CIRCULATION DATA
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The Plymouth Mail & Dbserver

o b 18,000
The Garden City Observer (Wed. only) 11,400
Total Wednesday

Fred Wright, Circulation Director — 261~3800
pabins ULty

Fred J. Levine, Advertising Director

Certitiea Audn Corp,
Awdited Cucolation
os of 8-30-58

Cunrent
Pruss Run

29,500 28,094
20,700 20,351
15,400 14,138
0,700 2,887

105,200
75,800

DINING ROOM SETS

MATTRESS and BOX
SPRINGS

CHAIRS

RECLINING CHAIRS

TABLES

LAMPS

PICTURES - all home
furnishing accessories

4274411

29055 PLYMOUTH RD.

larly shoes with a chunky look and ) "’ KE 84433
Hithin the Demacratic parly organization, 10 Sighty igher 1ees g0 el | sy sa SOOI L ot Ao Hoae Sioc East o mnaionr -
take over the top spot until the November as do boots. Slacks and mini- 422-3175 222-0900 OPEN DAILY 9 10 9 » OPEN SUNDAYS 12 to 6

1970 elections. skirts go underneath I\




