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OHAPTER’ IX—Onnllnued.
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“It can't he possible!” he muttered,
bending farther over. “Such a thing
happens too'rarcly—"

HIs' heart' pounded vlulamly. ex-
citement sent the blood rushing to’his
braln o blinding ~swirls, " He wis
gripped by the gold fever that comes
upon a man when he makes the as-
tounding discovery of ubtold wéalth
I¥log ‘at his feet, pussed over and dls-
regarded by otheg and less—m;cernmg
men for days and yedrs!

. It was ofl, no questlon abnut it. An
extremely slight quantity, true; so
‘| slight a quantity that there was no
film,4n the water, no discernible taste
to the water. Gramont brought 1t to
bls mouth and rose, shaking hls head.
*|  Where did it come from? It had no
connection with the gas bubbles—at
teast, it, did not come from the dome
of water anti gns. How long he stond
there staring’ Gramont did not know,

His brafn was afite with the posstbili-
tles. "At length he stirred into action
and ftarted, up the bayou hank. from
ttrae 16 timé halting to seakch the wa-
ter belnw him, to muke sure that he
could stilt ‘discern the falnt lrmes-
cence.

He followed ‘It rod by red, and
found that It ropidly increased 'tn
strength. It must come from sume vers
tiny surface seepage close at band,
that wes lost In the: bayou ‘almest, as
repldly as it came from the enith-
depths.  Only nccidentulls. would' a

ing the water close to the bank, And
oven then only by the grace of chance.

Suddenly’ Gramont saw thiat he bad
l1ast the sign, He halted.

No, not lgst. elther! Just aheadiof
him was a patch of reeds. afid u: Fe-
cession of the shore. He. advanged
again, Inside the reeds he found the
olly smear, stil} so faint that he could
only detect 1t at certain angles. Glne:
ing up. be could see a fence at a Hitle
distance, evidently the boundary fence
of the Ledanols-tand; the bushes and
trees thinned out here. and on ahead
was clegred ground. He saw, thrliugh
{he bushes, glimpses of buildinga.

Violent dlsappointment selzed “him.
Was he to lose thls discoyery, after
all? Was he to find that the séepage
came from ground belonging to some
one else? No—he stepped back hastily.
bafely in time to avoid stumbling {nto
a tiny trickle of water, a rivulet: that

ran down Into the bayou, a tribijary
that it was [nvisible

Symptoms Much Alike.

“Either Speck’s golng to marry
Yvette or he aln’t, and Il be John-
.browned if I know which!” agitatedly
confessed Helolse of the Rapid Fire
regtaurant.’

“Hey, wake up!” briskly ejacuiated
Claudine of the same establishment.
“How do ya get that way?"

“Well, he quit spending money on
her, and that means that he's elther
got her cinched or s going to shake
ber, one or, me other. "—I\snsas City
Star,

Alcoho! 2a Fuel. .

Experiments by a British commis
sion huving shown that alcohol is su-
perfor to gasotine or benzol as a motor
fuel In many ways, the commission (s
experimenting with mlxlura ct alco-
hol and the others.

Shave With Cuticura Soap
And double your razor efiiciency a3
well as promote skin purity, skin com~
fort and skin health. No mug, mo

sllmy 808D, RO germs, No waste, no irri-.

tatlon even when shaved twice dally.

One soap for all uses—shaving bathing

and shempoo{ng.—Advertisement.

Tho Tax! Driver.
Father—My son Is reckless, careless
and Indlfferent of consequences.
Friend—Good heavens! I didn't
know you bad made & taxi driver out
of him.

Comfort is not an extrnvagance—it
18 a Decessity.

There Is nothing like 2 holiday for
Indaelng rain,

Now smoked .
by a million
men who love.
a superior
cigarette

s0
ten feet distant! And on the mrlnce

a faint iridescence,

Excitement rising anew within’ hlm.
Gramont turned and followed thif riv-
ulet, his eyes aflame with eageyness.
1t led him for twent) feet, and céased
abruptiy, in a_hobbling spriog, that
welled from a patch of low tree-fn.
closed tand. Gramont felt his feet
sinking in grass, nnd saw that jAere
was & dip In the ground hereabonts, a
swampy little section all to itself> He
picked a dry spot*and Iay down orl:his
face, searching the water wlm\ his
eyes.

Moment after moment he lay- pxere
watching. Presently he found the
“silght trickle of oll again—a tricRie so
faint and slim that even here, gn the
surtace of the tiny rivulet, it could be
discerned only with great difficuli§. A
very thin seepage, conciuded/ Gra-
mont; a thin ofl, of course. So-falnt
.| a little thing, to mesn so muchl;

It came from the Ledanois land, no
doubt of 1t. What did- that matter,
though? His eyes widened with flam-
ing thoughts as he gazed down ht the
slender thread of water.
at all where this came froms-the
main point was proven by it! There
was ofl here for the finding, ou/down
inithe thousands of feet below, oil 8o
thick ond abundant that it forcgd ft-
self up through the earth fissyzes. to
“find an outlet! )

“Insiend of golng down five or six
lhnnund‘le:t ” he thought, exvltant-
1y, “we may have to go down gly as
many hundred! But first we must get
aii option or & lease on all tie’land
roundebont—all we can secure' There
will be 5 tremendous boom the,min-
ute this news breaks. If we gerjmose
optfons, we can sell them over. ngnln
at & milllon per cent profit, ardl éven
1f we don't strike oil id paying guantl-
ties, we'll regaln the cost of om— grin-
ingl And to think of the years this
has been here, waltlng for _some
one—" Ny
“"Sunddenly he started viotently, An
abrupt creshing of feet among the
bushes, an outbreak of volcgs, had
sounded not far away—just tie other
side of the boundary fence. %eans
wakened from his dreams, andAtarted
to rise. Then he relaxed hig meuscles
and lay qoiet, astonishment' selzing
bim; for be heard his own pamie men-
kl‘nad In @ volee that was strafge to

| -

CHAPTER X. ‘b“i
The vélce was strange to Gramont,
yet he bad a vague recollection of
having ut some time heard ! berore.
It was a jauhty and Impudent! volce,
very self-nssured—yet it bore a
startled and .unessy tote, af though
the speaker had just come ynaware
upon the man whom he nddresged.
“Howdy, sheriff!” it sald. ®{'Didnt
see you In there—what you,doln’ so
ter away from Houma, eh?” 7,
“Why, I've been looking :gver me
place around here," reapo;{(!
other voice, which was dry snd nlm‘
“1 know you, Ben Chn:hmv and T
think I'll take you along wi e. Just
' ome from New Orlennu. ald Mm‘l"
“Me? Take mel" The voice of
Ohnchares  shrilled up  sudgdenls tn
- A
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man see it—oot unless he were search- {*
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tarm. “Loohere, sheriff, It wasn't
me_done 1t! Tt was Gramopt—"

There came/sllence. Not a %ovdd
broke the stlliness of the late, after
noon,

Grament, Ilelenlng lqy bewildered
and breathlegs. Ben. Chacherre come
here? Gramo:\t knew nothing of, any
tie between' llnchin Fell and [Cha-
cherre; he cmpld only lte in the grass
amnd wonder at the man's presence.
What “place”|was it that the sheriff
of Homna had been Inokingl averd And
what “was It that he, Grament, \\u:
supposed to bave done? | <

Confused and wonderivg, Gri morit
walted. And, as he wuited; he q!u;.m
& soft sound from : he mérshy,
ground hesldé bim—n fatnt “plop” as
though =ome” ohjfect had fatlen jplose
by on the wer gras3, At the mcinent
he -pald no ‘heed -to this ‘soungi for
again the uncanny silente had {; ten.

Listening, Gramont fsncied nw he'
caught’ slow, stealthy faotstens{mld

the: undergrawth, but. derideds the
fancy ns sheer Imagloation. His hirain
wns busy Cvith this new prehlem.
Houma, he j'new, wns !he seat +¢ the
purish or (n ‘nty. Thls Ben Qh%)wrre
appenred tolfinve Ruddenly and®gnex-
pectedly enfountered the uhertsa to
his chvlous nlurm and the sheriffj had
for some menson declded, to arrest
him: so muéh was clear. :

Chnclierze] had nothlog :to dojiwith
the “place” <-dxd that mean!.the Ala-
cent property, or the Ledanois éﬁvm?
In his puzzled bewilderment ove rllﬂ!
Inbroglo Cirnment for the ufsmeft
quite fnrgub the trickle q,! ol '7} his
feet.

Bit now the. dccp sitence
unnatural and sinlsler. '\\hl\
nappened? . Surely, Clm
had not been arrested. :mr] (Ake away
in such sllepcel Why ] had the Yoices
so abruptly ceased? ‘ngn!ly ui pasy,
startled by the prolonzn(lnn 6t ithet
intense stlliness, Gramont rose l‘ his
feet and peered among. the! tree:

The two spenkerq seemed tovhave
departed; he could descry noboly In
slghtx A sfep to one sldé gave Gra-
ront & vlesy of the land adjotal; zge
Ledanois place. This was clen( p
all brush, pnd under ‘sone I
onks to !he far left he had & gl

had
re.

n.se

|
i
An Ahrupt Crashing ;of ;| eet A#onu
the Bushes, an Outbresk of Voices,
Had Sounded Not FaT ;Aw:y,‘_
up and nﬂpmnuy desemd Néarer
at hand, however, he-saw other pufld;
ings, and these drew his al:mllon He
heard the throbblng poung of o’ motar
at work, and as there was no] power
line along here, the pluﬁe erjdently
had its own electrical ! pla He
scrutinized the scené béfore him ap-
pratsingly.| i
There ' were' two lmge bnlfn
here. Oné seemed to be'd largeV arn,
closed, the . other was jd longt. Tlow
shed which was top ldrge toye 2
garage. The door of thik w?s(opcn
and b:rore the opening Gramont saw
three men; stending In tn? ; He: ‘recog-
pized noné of them, Two. of tatk-
ers were l'lnd In greasy oveml and
the third figure showed f a
collar. The sheriff, B e,
and some other mian, iLh on h( Grn~
mont, He would not’l\n\"i kndwt Cha-
cherre had be ed Bind [face

'.ux;

| they’re inverdftors, and qul

Ftrapkly that he - Jwas 1

|| usnal elghth Interest m 3y oll that's

| slgned ‘menforan’ um vc? ‘be eéntirely

e

Ang. “Got

; i ¥ .
& couple o' §shilfor &N per®
-npunced the chhuffeur, gr}
things cleaned up#fine, ¢ ¥al ~You
won't know the; old nhacl |
“Good  emough,” !
“Here, step over, thls wuy. ‘I
show you somefl'jng.”" H
He led Hammond to the, Mvulet and
pointed out the:thip-flm @ {bﬂ on the
surface. B

Grimont.
Wﬂﬂ( to

olden. fc ‘}une. ser-
Iy comlm.,au( of the, |
ground! ‘It dof Tiappen “tery often, /|
but it dops haj ben: and tlf : i3 opeiof
the times. [}: nof -bnm‘ to look
aronnd any faxther.”

“Glory be ""fuld Hnmm sd. staring
‘at the rl\u‘le(. “Want t,o‘ ‘tback for

town?¥

we rouldnt get bgck uatil

ofe time lﬂnlghl he roads
aren't very gobd for Bl ~}n York. Tm;
going to: .get some. leas 8 & ound bere
—perhaps 1 can do i, v.ght:away, and
we'll ‘sta¥t back In the mm—nlng. Go
ahend and get your Ash!

- Regatning the huuse he saw iihat
Hammond had ndecd cleaned up in
great style, and had the. main oo
Tooking clean ag a:plp, with. a fird pop-
ping on the hesith. He dm not pause
liere, but went ‘o the car, got in, and

started Jt.- He drove bad.- o the road
and followed; this. towan.« for a
few rods, turning i xh \lerge and

very decent-Tooking:, far
he had observed wh\le
the way: out. .
Re foynd the owilr, & Yintettigeat-
oppearing Creole, driVf
cows (or milking; nnd ' m s lttle
startled to réallze that ¢ p afternoon
wag 80 Jate.: When he i dressed the
‘farmer In Freach, Ne rey jved a -cor
dlal reply, an} \usco* ed 1 that: this,
men owhed zr- Tand acf 8 the roed
'from  the Lcdanols 13- Ye-that hig
farm, ln fact; fovered se umr]red
v

acres.
. "Who ' owns the lund du’ to thre
:Ledanols place?” lnqulﬂ Gt'xmdnt.
“1 8ol that off my fan ‘a citpte of
¥ears 2go, :eplled the ¢ pr.- “A man
from New Drleans wm :d It for a
summer pluc&a. buslnes ;mu there,
Isldore Gumb(ts.” it
Afemphis

Gumbens—} Lzy" - Gum
berts! ‘The '['ame flasl g to:Gras
mont's mind, nd»brouxh( e recollec-

tion 'of g conv rsation w
Why, Gumberi: was the'}.
of whom Hawmond bar:

voLen
*T saw the sberiff o w1l & ago, head-
ing up the Foad.: cbéerve . the Creole,
#Did you deet him?* ; &
Gramont ‘shodk bis hesl.
I saw sevéral men at t'e Gumberts

“No, but

place.

“Not there,'1 guess,
er laugiy
‘ed .the

Perhaps he wa Ft,n\ere——
“{1d the farm-

4y “TNose fe’ ov's have rents
e, 1 ‘hear}

lace from Gu 3t

Jmen, loure a strangér Tere?;
Gramont ifitroduced nimself ias
 friend of MNs Ledanolsg and stated

ofMog for o
and hoped‘w'drnl on heﬁkund
“I'd like a leage optiol': from’ you,’
he went oii. I don't wan{ to buy youl
land at all; what . want ga right t(
«drill far oll. oh it, in caf any showt
up on Miss. Ledsahols' laniy It's all &
gnmble, yoit' know. Tit/give you a
hundred doilars for;tHetlise, and the

found. 'I'se no lease b
but Ifiyeull ghve me 1

suficlent.”. &

The Yarmer regnrded as’'s Joka
and sald’ 502 The hg'jred dollars
however, ;and (the pros;kctive” eighth
lnteresti were suffictent! {0 Induce him
to part’ with ther optior, without any
delay. jyHe wasj only "0, glad to get
the thing done with.at }uce. and to
pocket Gmmonta monex:

Gramont drova awhy, - pd was just
comingito thé Ledanols- sve when he |
suddenly ;threw: on th!" prak#¥ and
halted'the car, lstening: From some-
where iahead” of him—i ;' Guniberts
flace, he thought fnstas y—echoed a
shot, npd severa: foint ) louts. Then
silence’agaln. |

Gratont mm'?-d insAclgiye. “The
sherlft was md'ing qiurrest, he
thought.” A hungred po Ibilities filt:
ted Lhmngh his {brain, ‘wuggested by
the sinister gombinatlom of Mémphis
Izzs, known ven to Hammond as a
prince amon;; crooks,  with this se-

cluded place’ leased 'y inventors™

Bootlegging? , Countert .
As he puuaed. thus'- Ye suddenty

started; he was ce i, that he had

caught ' the, top 0
though!in a sud, en s ted” dath of
anger. - Grnmont thri&’ 'n-hfs clateh
and sent the caf jumj In . forkard—he

d ‘thit he’T. ’i feft Ham-

mmond, as

to face. To him, the man wu av mme
only. : 4

The nidhtion of his (xn ?ume b:
Chacherre impetied him b go| forward
and demajid some expiaiintior. en
it accurred to bim; :hn{.ipeh he
had mad: ' mistake; it wo JfIhave
been vergkasy, for He wes not
that cm‘ﬁ’m had; refefred
There enuld he D!her
other med wha!e nam
much the same sound‘ ln a ‘Creole
mouth,

“T'd better attend! to n?y mvn busl-
ness,” thbught Gratont, and ‘furned
away. He noticed that {ne mogor.had
censed l!! work. " onder whnk rich’
chap cnn be down hbre at. his lummer
cottage this time df year? -

only a_caretaker, thoo, l'q"bexm-
give all Sy sttentlqn to this ou. and
let_otherithings alane.

eyl! o the bayau
bank ang: turned bacig toward the
house, - he did so, (lammond ap-
peared mlnz towun! 3im, m:(fe ini
nand. |

“I'm RoIpR to cht ine n f)ole

©

3

q
[ﬂ Innd‘

mond .beside the’ rh’nlg_ sclose to the

az hnd hap-

i p:nt of 'lmpa-
tlence, to an: cpen gal''whoge “grive
led'to {he Guiheris vl i Before him,
as he turned 'n unfon d o' ytartling,
scene.; Thre. fien, it ' same thres
whom he had g¢en frc ) the bushes,
were standing -1n rmnh of the low
shed; two ¢! them, biid rifies; the
third, ome of ghe "lnven’ 8" in over.
alis, was winding a bu‘ ge about &
bleeding hand. 1The ), rifles were
loosely leveled | at . Hi ¥mond, .who

stood jn the center of u # group with
bis mgu n lhe alr. °
cou‘rm.mn)
R ————7,
i it ? I
A BA- wn om siyhld never be

really lled. It ls &bo put in &
bed to wa hnve» anly about
mre_e?umep‘nm

"Try these

HERE are luscious Yais-
in pies just around the
corner, at your grocer's or a
bake shop. .

juice forming a delicious
ssuee.
- Once try tnese pies that
master bakers bake fresh daily
in your city and you'll never
tah th: trnuble afterwards
raisin pies at home,
plc now and let your
. taste it.
- Mldewxmundzr,d:m—sk'
muty. sceded Sup-Maid Raisine,

SUN-MAID

of

e Your. retailer should
Maid Ruisins for not
following prices:  *

Bakers’ Raisin Pies
—save baking at home

Raisins furnish 1560 calories
of energizing nutriment -per
pound in practigally predigested
form.

"Also a fine content of food-
food

- Baked 'to' a tum—a flaky jron—good for the blood.
cfust 'ﬁlled .v{uh tender, Use raisics frequemly, there-
tempting raisins, the rich fare, which a th good and

Ewd Iar y«u1 in puddlnz: eakes,

'Yau m:y be offered other
\:!:mdl that you

you vrant is the kind you knowr
good.

Sux-llnrd brand. They cost no

more than ordinary raision
:Mail coupon for free book

ned, Learn what you can do wich
lulcwul raision

The Supreme Pie Raisin _

Seaded (in 15 e blac gkg.) —20¢
Sesdloss (in 15 s red ph)—13a
Seeded or Seadlass (11 o)-18c ¥

know less wrell
Sun—MudI, but the kind

. Insish, therefore, on

tested Sun-Mald - recipes.

RAISINS

sell you Sune
more ‘than the

—
I_ CUT THIS OUT AND SEND IT

Sun-Maid"]

Nauz.

Dept. N-547.7, Fremo, Californis
| " Prease send 'me copy of your frec book,
| “Recipes with Raisiaa.”

Raisin Growers,

Sraeer.

Blue Package

STATR.

'Crxv

* dawailan Foreats.

* The magnlficent foresta of ohlalehua
which abound on the mountain side of
Hawall corry thelr grayish. splendor
skyward. for eighty or more feet, while
glant, tree-ferns reaching to : helght of
twpnty-four feet glve off fronds that
tower still* ¢ dozen feet above. So
rich s the =oll In which these forests
are embedded that frequently the
ferng—uprooted by wild pigs which
are plentiful here—continue their
growth while prostrate In the 'dense
ardergrwoth. Mile upen mile of trait
intersecting these forests, frequently
between. the close, ragged lava walls,
are flanked by a Jjungle growth of

ferns .and creepera. ¥

DYED HER SKIRT, DRESS, o dglood(l)lﬁs
- SWEATER AND DRAPERIES es & Fumniturs
’ WITH “DIAMOND DYES" [f| —  —— —
B pactago of “Diamond Dyes con- E}Mﬁlﬁ

ins directions so ximple any woman esn
s e or tmt ber worn, shabby dresses,
aists, costs, ‘ockings, sweaters,

veriugy, drsperies, Bangin reryibing,
even if she bes mever dyed before, - Buy
“Dismond Dyer other_ kind—then

perfect home dyemg is sure because Dia-
mond Dyes are guaranteed nof to spot,
fade, streak, or run. Tell your druggist
whether the material you wich to dre is

wool or gilk, or whether it i is | lmen, cotton
o mixed goods.—Advertise

No Rest,

A certnin rnn had been henpecked
nll his lfe. Flosliy his wife talked
him to death, and he went to heaven
and St. Peter felt so sorry for him

‘WriteNow
for 32-Page

The Lioyd Manufactaring Company
(&Mhl&sk'ﬁ“ Co)
Menominee, Michigan  (16)

s

that he gave him a little clo~d all his
own. He kad Just sat down &nd was
enjoying the qulet when he heard his
pame being lopdly paged by an angel.

He called to the angel: “Here ]
am; what do you wznt?"

The angel sald:
you on the Ouije bourd." the

About the only fun some people have
18 feellng scornful about'the way the
pelghbors waste thelr money.

" q.Concentrated Resources.

“1 understand sou won all
money In ‘the party last night.”

- “Yeg,"

didn’t do me any good.
“You: vife wants | to divide it around or else break up

the

sald Cactus Joe, “but It
I simply bad

poker game.”

When an American helress 18 d .
vorced from a foreign nobleman she
feta a rebate Instead of allmony..

QUESTION:
How can [ serve a
" small cost?

The very lowest: cost, tbevory Teaxt
amount of work and the very best mince
,piesareanpo@lewitb A

NONE SUCH
- MINCEMEAT

" LIXE MOTHER USED TO MAKE®

. mm.soumconrm
© T STRACUSENY: .




