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‘Thursday, March 8, 1980

We are being confronted by four massive threats.

The first is war. I can't believe it, but a reliable
report says we begin the 80s with 37 wars going on in
the world. Secondly, it shatters us to realize that sev-
eral million people have died in Southeast Asia in two
years. Thirdly, it makes no sense in value of fertile
Jand, but Russia is taking over a country whose terrain
is mostly arid mountains. Fourthly, it shakes us to the
roots to see both American and Iranian governments
made helpless by a small group holding'hostages for
‘months.

What is going on? Struggles around the world are
being escalated by groups who prize doctrine more
highly than life. We miss the point if we think of old
imperialism which conquered assets. Today’s conflicts
reveal a striving for dominance'in ideology no matter
how many people die in'the confrontations.

We can make sense out of these assaults on humani-
ty only if we see the real issue. The people of the world
are being divided into two camps and we need to be
alert at home as well as overseas. The issue is the
value of human life.

THESE ARE TIMES which try one’s soul. What are
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the national interests for which we are to sacrifice? If
oil is the definition, I want to scream in protest. Cer-
tainly I will not trade my son for all the tanks of gas I
can burn. Let's not sell our souls.

If defeating communism is our goal, military might
is not the guestion. Nuclear war forces us to think the
unthinkable and ponder the endof humanity.

Dedication of soul and risk of war with modern
weapons require totally new thoughts, The issue be-
fore us is to learn to think differently than measuring
resources financially or following ideologies caught up
inslogans.

The issue.is people. Qur only hope is to focus on
decency and diguity. Our goal is freedom and self-de-
termination for everyone. The fight is for liberation
and against oppression. .

Ideologies always oppress, even if we make freedom
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into an ideology. Holy wars start with fanatics and are
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fueled by self-righteousnes?. Ideclogical strife trades
life for doctrine. Yes, we are for freedom, and we hate
oppression. But the struggle is for people and human
rights. The only value worthy of laying our lives and
souls on the line is a person — any person. The com-
plexity, preciousness and potential of each person ex-
ceeds all effort to confine in measurable value or slo-
jganeering description. .

ALL PEOPLE of humanitarian impulse must wake
up. Refuse to join a fight for the sake of numbers,
assets and words. Our adventure is to climb above the
rigidities and simplicities of fanatics.

We are ennobled by becoming aflame with passion
for a humane view. We are truly human only when we
pursue liberation so the inner spirit shows in behavior.
People, with infinite diversity and hopes, are the only
value worthy of commitment of life and soul.

The Oakland County Voluntcer Bureau, a program
of the Volunteer Action Center of United Community
Services, has weekly listings of volunteer opportuni-
ties. Further information about these and other volun-
teer needs at over 200 agencies may be obtained by
calling the bureau at 642-7272. Any non-profit organi-
zation needing volunteer assistance may also call the
bureau.

BLOOD PROGRAM CALLERS — Volunteers are
needed at both the Bloomfield Hills.and Oak Park of-
fices of thé American Red Cross to call previous do-
nors where there are special blood needs for open
heart surgery. Hours ate flexible.

INTERVIEWERS — Volunteers who enjoy meeting

1 volunteers

and talking with people are needed by the Oakland
County Volunteer Bureau in Birmingham. Duties in-
clude becoming familiar with the needs of agencies in
Oakland County and interviewing prospective volun-
teers to match skills and interest with agency require-
ments. The commitment is for one-half day a week
plus 2 monthly staff meeting.

PUBLICITY COMMITTEE - The Birmingham
Community Women’s Center is recruiting publicity-
minded volunteers to develop a program to promote
their organization. Time commitment is three hours a
week.

SPEAKERS — Volunteers with a concern for pro-
tecting the environment are needed by East Michigan

Enviromental Action Council. Speakets travel to area
schools to present a film strip cassette program and
answer basic questions. Hours are half a day a week as
requested during the school year. There is also a pro-
gram aimed at adults. Training is provided.

CANCER EDUCATORS — Women are urgently
needed to help with a new cancer education effort
being conducted in the Oakland County area. The pro-
gram, called “Straight Talk,” needs volunteers to talk
with local women about the importance of early detec-
tion of breast and uterine cancer. Medical background
is not necessary. Training is provided. If you have
some time to give and would enjoy talking to other
women who care about their health, call Lynh Attard
at the American Cancer Soiety, 557-5353.
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Ag the shadow of a great rock in a weary land.”
—I1saiah 32
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