Author James Baldwin speaks
about the continuing struggle

By ERNESTINE L. SANDERS

James Baldwin, a major, representa-
tive voice in the black community, con-

tinues to be forceful, unyielding, and
uncompromising when he writes or
discusses the struggles of black people
in America.

New musie series
opens in Southfield

The Southfield Arts Council's 1980
Performing Arts Series begins at 8
p.m. Friday, April 18, in the Lawrence
Institute of Technology auditorium,
with Edith and Joann Freeman's Melo-
declamation.

This art, the dramtic recitation of
poetry with musical accompaniment,
was a popular art from in Tsarist Rus-
sia but has been lost to the public foi
nearly half a century.

Edith Freeman fled her native Rus-
sia during the revolution and brought
with her a collection of Melodeclama-
tions. Recently videotaped for public
television, it is now brought to life on
the stage by Mrs. Freeman and her
daugmar, pxamst Joann Freeman Both

Series tickets are $12.50 for South-
field Arts Council members and $15 for
non-members. Individual general ad-
mission is priced at $5 with a special
$2.50 ticket price for students and sen-
ior citizens. Tickets are on sale at:
Southfield Parks and Recreation, 354-
9603; Southfield Public Library, 354-
9610; Southfield Public Schools Com-
munity Education, 354-7907; and Law-
rence Institute of Technology book-
store, 356-0200.

INDIVIDUAL TICKETS will also be
available at the door and all tickets are
tax deductible: Checks should be made
payable to the Southfield Arts Council
and mzuld to Southfield Arts Council,

and have
been honored for their contribution to
the cultural enrichment of the country.
Next in the series is a performance
by the. Wayne State University Jazz
Lab Band. Directed by Dick Shearer,
adjunct professor in Wayne's music de-
partment and a professional musician
with many of the country's big bands,
this jazz group is composed of students
and faculty from Wayne State’s new
Jazz Studies program.

THIS PROGRAM, ONLY two years
old, is one of the first in the country to
offer a performing arts degree in the
study of jazz. new pavilion

Aris Series, 18480 Adrian,
Southheld, 48075.

A special bonus concert will be given
at 4 p.m. March 16, for the first 65 pur-
chasers of series tickets.

‘The Pastiche Wind Quintet will per-
form in the home of Southfield resi-
dents, Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Nesse. Now
well-known both at home and abroad,
the Pastiche Wind Quintet was just a
few friends playing together informal-
1y outside their Wayne State University
musie classes.

They have performed almost every-
where, from shopping malis to art fairs
in their efforts to bring more of an

and ing of cham-

at the Civic Center will be the setting
for this concert at 8 p.m. May 28.

The final event in the series, at 3
p.m. June 29 will be a performance by
the Nonce Dance Ensemble, at the
Southfield Civic Center outdoor plaza.

This popular, Detroit based dance
group’s directed by Denise Szykula,

ber music to a wide audience. Their
performance in the Nesse's unusually
large and beautiful house will be a spe-
cial cultural experience for those first
65 series ticket holders. For further in-
formation on the series contact Dr.
Harry Langsford at 557-2618 or Sandra
Drought at 827-6625.

Baldwin, last week, was the final
guest speaker at Oakland University in
honor of Black Awareness Month.

He spoke to the large audience about
black people in America, from slavery
until now, using bits of his personal his-
tory for illustration. Much of what he
said was reminiscent of his early es-

Somal a(fa)rs are not, generally
speaking, the writer's prime concern.
Whether they ought to be or not, it is
absolutely necessary that he establish
between himself and these affairs a
distance which will allow, at least, for
clarity, so that before he can look for-
ward in any meaningful sense, he must
first be allowed to take a long look

back. ¢
“In context of the Negro pmblem,
neither whites nor blacks, for excellent
reasons of their own, have the faintest
desire to look back. But I think that the
past is all that makes the present
coherent and, 7 :rthor, that the past will
remain horrible for exactly as long as
we refuse to assess it honestly.”

BEFORE HE began to trace his per-
sonal history as a direct example of the
unceasing black struggle, he likened
the Negroes' labor to that of the He-
brews' who were told by Pharoah to
make bricks without straw.

Baldwin was a preacher for three
years and he often uses analogies from
the Bible to draw parallels to his topics
and to support his statements.

Born Aug. 2, 1924 in New York, he
was the oldest of nine children. His

Encouraging
music

In addition to its 500-acre central
camp located on a lake after which it is
named, Blue Lake Fine Arts Camp also
operates Camp Emery six miles north
of the main campus in Northern
Muskegen County and Camp Douglass
five miles southeast of the main camp.
Camp Emery is for intermediate band
students — grades five through eight
— while choir students attend Camp
Douglass.
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plymouth fumitre is
bursting at the scams....

grandfather was born a slave, and his
family, before his birth, had left the
South in “a wave of terror.”

Although he has no geagraphic ties to
the South, Baldwin said Afro-American
carries history with him. He spoke of
experiencing the Harlem riots of the
19303 and the 1940s.

With each disturbance, came the
question, “What does the black man
want?” Baldwin’s reply was that the
Negro wants more economic gains and
civil rights legislation. He also said
blacks were the only body of citizens
who needed laws to define and protect
their equality.

IN THE 1950s Baldwin went south.
“I was prepared for the south because
a good friend of mine, Stering Brown,
told me no matter what you will see
now cannot compare to what I saw
when T grew up.”

He related these personal experienc-
es to emphasize that none of them —
primal flight from the South, riots, civ-
il rights legisiation, and the South to-
day — is an isolated event from slav-

ery.

Baldwin continued to be hard hitting
and unrelenting. He said white is a
state of mind. No one was white until
they reached America. White is 2 me-
taphor for power. Therefore, it is a
moral choice. He ended his speech by
saying that history has no prerequisite
for the black struggle, and the world
must deal with black Americans rather
than vice versa.

On the controversial subject of Black
English, he said it should be recognized
as being a language.

STUDENTS WHO USE Black Eng-
lish in the classroom should be treated
compassionately by their teachers.
‘They should not be demeaned in any
way because of their language. No
method, however, was provided for
teachers to use to teach these students
to s .and write using standard
American English.

Baldwin has recently written his
sixth novel, “Just Above My Head,”
(Dial $12.50).

Earlier works such as “Go Tell It on
the Mountain,” “Notes of a Native
Son,” and “Giovanni’s Room” are re-
garded by some critics as his best
books.

Ernestine Sanders teaches Eng-
lis'h at Roeper School in Bloomfield

‘Thursday, March 6, 1980
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is dedicated

The Rev. Harold Hecht will be the
guest speaker for the dedication ser-
vice of Hope Lutheran Church’s new
sanctuary at 10:30 a.m. Sunday, March
9. The church is at 39200 12 Mile Rd.

Hecht is president of English Syned
of the Association of Evangelical Lu-
theran Churches.

The dedication service will begin

will be led with a processional hymn
into the new sanctuary.

Herb Geisler, minister of music for
Lutheran University Chapel of Ann Ar-
bor will serve as guest organist. The
Chapel Hand Bells, composed of mem-
bers of Lutheran University Chapel
[community will provide special music.

T W CHURCH was designed
by architect Carl Gaiser, a member of
the parish, and much of the construc-
tion was completed by members of the
parish community.

“On some Saturdays we had as many
as 50 people, giving of their time and
talents, roofing, insulating, installing
wall board, painting, staining, and
doing the major part of the finished
carpentry,” said the Rev. Victor

with a brief ceremony outsidé the front .
door of the building. The congregation

Hope Lutheran Church
Sunday

REV. HAROLD HECHT

Mesenbring, pastor of the church.
Construction was done under the su-|
pervision of Tim Walquist, a construc-
tion manager for Temco Builders.
Walquist estimated that the volun-
teers saved about $35,000 in construc-
tion costs. :
The church will hold open house for/
visitors on Saturday and Sunday after-|-
noons, March 15-16.

Ferris State plans ceremony

More than 350 students are included
on the list of those who completed the
requirements for certificates, associ-
ate's, bachelor's and doctoral degrees
at Ferris State College during the fall
quarter.

The 372 fall graduates are eligible to
in the official

ment ceremonies to be held in May
1980.

Three Farmington Hills residents
are among the expected spring gradu-. |
ates. They are: Janet M. Cassidy, Asso"
ciate in Applied Science in Court and
Conference Reporting; Patrick K. Col-
lins, Bachelor of Science in Marketing;
Lee M. Rudofski, AAS in Auto Service.
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Since 1937

A Beautiful Store with Beautiful Furniture
MICHIGAN’S LARGEST
PENNSYLVANIA HOUSE DEALER
America’s most distingnished traditional furniture

17 20292 Middlebelt Rd. (soun of Eight mie)
Livonia

OpenMon., Thurs. & Fri. T 9P.M. 474-6900

Professional.
From every point of view.

Pearle. The people to see.
At Pearle Viston Centers, we
pride ourselves on betng
professional. From eye
examinations by our
registered optometrists. to
frame selection and contact
lenses, we see to it that
every customer Is given
Pearle’s best.

Examinations:
we take time
with your test.

Every Pearle eye

Convenience is. . .

3 a lab at every
ation.
(And free parking!)
Every Pearle Vision Center is
, equipped with a lab right
on the premises. That
way. you are assured
of fast, convenient
service at all time:
mun\ cases. "'.Il’ll ;

* on new merchandise from the recent furniture markst!
« on sofas, chairs, dining and badrooms from our stock!
 on recliners, wall unlts, tables and one-of-a-kinds!
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We take all the time necessary to test your eyes

carefully. We Inspect them and check for visual acuity.

eye coordination and screen for glaucoma.

Selection.
When your eyes
need framing.
Your eyes should look
as good with
glasses as
without them.
Come into any Pearle Vision Cenler and set your

sights on a wide variety of deslgner and traditlonal frames

in attractive new shapes, colors and materials.

We work hard so
your eyes don't
have to.
Pearie Opticlans and optical dis.
pensers are thoroughly tratned.
They learn about pressure and
proportion. about sizes and
weights of frames. about shapes and angles of fac
they fit their first frame on a patient.

vision center

America looks to Pearie

Not all Pearle buildings look exactly
alike. So, if you don't see the buildl

save time and money especially If you've got kids

Kid-Proof Glasses!
Pearle’s “Great Eyetlass Guarantee’
clearly states: Pearle will repair ar
replace any eyeglasses free within
one year from date of purchase. That can

ough 11" 2 bit.

adjustments!
Even if you
didn’t buy
them

from us.
Then. there’s Pearle’s "Adjustment Right Away.”

service. That means we'll fix a loose screw or make any
number of minor adjustments absolutely free . . . even if
vou didn't buy vour eveglasses from us.

we'll do It right a

Y b

Contact lenses: @ ,>

the proper lens, the proper fit.

\vhcmouguwurconmclsisuslmpommaslhc cotacts
you get. Lastyearm 100.000)
contact lenses at PLarl: Vislon Center.

ces bdure

vpalr 0
Tget
not cﬂmpmel)' satisfied.
Contn.ct
lenws
Prufessional fees
not Included.

Blue Cross. Blue Shicld & MediMet

ng. look for the sign. Major Credit Cards Accepted
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