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Pentagon veteran hawks education at OU center

By TOM LONERGAN

What's a long-time Army veteran
doing runnipg a university continuing
education program?

The mix of Army and academia is
rare. But to Lowell Eklund, dean of
‘Oakland University’s Division of Con-
tinuing Education for 21 years, it has
become second nature.

“We're selling education,” he says of

* his job.

A RESIDENT of Bloomfield Town-
ship, Eklund, 62, says he was part of a
“post war (World War 1I) flurry to get
?_fﬁcels educated in academic institu-
ions.”

DEAN LOWELL EKLUND
Selling continuing education

That took him to Syracuse Universi-
ty where he earned master’s and doc-
tor's degrees in political science. The
Upper Peninsula native also holds a
bachelor’s degree fmm Michigan State
University.

A retired Army Reserve colonel, Ek-
lund spent six years'at the Pentagon
where he helped brief then Gen. Dwight
D. Eisenhower on such items as “elec-
tronic impact on missle guidance.”

Eklund landed in the education field

quite by accident.

On his way to a prospective job at
Chrysler Corp. in 1954, Eklund stopped
by East Lansing to see a university ad-
ministrator who was an old friend. He
left East Lansing as head of Michigan
State University’s cooperative ‘exten-
sion program in the Detroit area.

And when MSU-Oakland was formed
in 1958, Eklund found himself in an old
auto empire mansion. — Meadow
Brook Hall — which he has fashioned
as a cornerstone of a five-level continu-
ing education program.

Also part of the continuing education
division are the Cuntinuum Center for
Adult Counseling and Leadership
‘Training, conference department, ron-
credit course department and labor ed-
ucation program.

OAKLAND'S CONTINUING educa-
tion courses are oriented toward busi-
ness and professional careers because,

eight management offerings, four
courses in business and investment, a
new math competency diploma pro-
gram, small business workshop courses
and “avocational interests,” ranging
from basic photograhy to “Diamonds &
Gemstones: In Depth.”

The department keeps a close watch
on state licensing requirements and of-
fers examination refresher courses for
certified public accountants and medl—
cal professionals.

Under Eklund’s tutelage, th tis

provides . management development
programs for GM that lead to a non-
credit diploma.

Continuing ed offers a labar educa-
tion program to train union adminis.
trators, managers and stewards. 4

Eklund estimates enroliment in non-
credit courses is 3,000 to 4,000, down
some 2,000 from OU’s peak in past
years. .

Eklund adds that up to 12,000 attend
con!erences at Oakland annually, 500

ing education program at Oakland has
had a long-standing pact with the Gen-
eral Motors Corp. to provide manage-
ment training courses.

“WE HAVE sort of a small college
within a university here for General
Motors,” Eklund said.

The continuing education division

center pro-
grams, 400 are trained in the labor edu-
cation program and 80,000 a year visit
Meadow Brook Hall.

EKLUND SAYS nearly half of his
time is spent keeping the 50-year old
hall financiaily afloat. It costs $300,000
a year to keep Meadow Brook Hall
open for tours and conferences. The

money is raised through tour revenues,
contributions and foundation grants.

The unlvérsity has received a one-
time stateé grant of $160,000 for securi-
ty and preservation at Meadow Brook.

EKlund also recruits area volunteers
for such chores as spring houseclean-
ing. “We've had society women from
Bloomield Hills coming in and polish-
ing our silverware,” said Eklund. “They
stiltdo.”

Built in 1929 for $3.5 million, the
Dodge Brothers mansion was donated
to the wniversity in 1957 by Matilda
Wilson, widow of auto company owner
John Dedge. Her estate restricts the
house to be used for educational pur-
poses only.

LAST YEAR Eklund was appointed

by President Jimmy Carter to a three-
year term on the National Advisory
Council on extension and continuing ed:.
ucation. 4

The 21-member group advises the
White House and Congress on continu-
ing education funding. A number of
Qakland's programs, particularly the
Continuum Center, are dependent on
federal grants, says Eklund.

Eklund said he gives his department.
heads a good deal of. autonomy Wi
their programs, which he adds is a by-
product of his military background.

“You learn administration and man-
agement in the military in a very sys:
tematic and disciplined way,” he said.

“Dan't make it like I'm bragging
about it. It's second nature.”

says Eklund, “In the edit area,
that's the principal market.”

And as Eklund explained in a recent
interview in his Meadow Brook Hall
office, a continuing education course
has to have a market — i.e., a suffi-
cient number of paying students. The
$2 million continuning education divi-
sion operates with $155,000 of state
general tax fund money, Eklund esti-
mated.

The state covers Eklund's $43,750
annual salary and those of his support
and clerical staffs, “We get the heat,

. light and janitor work done for us, and .

‘we use the facilities,” Eklund said.

But operating revenue from tuition
and conference fees must cover teach-
er salaries, supplies and other ex-

NSes.

The way Eklund sees it, that pufs
him in the education selling business —
“out on the cutting edge of the need.

“WE MUST SELL,” he said. “We're
hucksters of the product. I contend
that's the only way we survive. We're
in the brochure business.”

‘What's selling these days?

The winter non-degree course bro-
chure lists 14 legal assistant courses,

Clarification

If Oakland County decides to buy the
Pine Knob recreation complex, its
method of financing could be at inter-
est rates of 8 or 9 percent.

An article in the March 3 Observer &
Eccentric editions quoted a county
study as saying general obligation
bonds the county would issue to buy
Pine Knob could be paid off at a 6 per-

. cent interest rate.

However, a footnote in the study said
higher interest rates were possible
when the notes were actually issued.

The county needs voter approval be-
fore it could issue general obligation
bonds,

“A 1 percent change would translate
into a $160,000 change in fixed costs,”
the study said.

County budget director James Bren-
nan said the interest rate on general
obligation bonds was at 6 percent when
the county feasibility study was being
prepared in January. Since then, he
said, interest rates, which fluctuate,
have increased.
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A School for the Gifted
pre-school - twelfth grade

Is this what YOUR CHILD needs now?

* Members of a close-knit and informal school
community where differences are valued

» Families who value the growth of the child
beyond achievement

* Bright children from varied backgrounds

» Teachers who respect and enjoy their students

* People who delight in excellence

« Aduits who enjoy knowledge and inquiry

» Parents and teachers who appreciate creativity
and originality

* 12 acre campus

* Centrally located in Suu(heastern Michigan

« School transportation provided to most locations
« 24 years experience in gifted child education

For more information on RCCS call:
Lower School (preschool-elementary)
udy Schwartz:
(313) 642-1506 or 642-1500
Upper School (grades 7-12) Mariann Hoag:
(313) 642-1500
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» People who will make exceptions

Roeper City and Country School

2190 North Woodward Ave.

Bloomfield Hills, Michigan 48013 4
Roeper School does not discriminate on the "basis of race, color, national and ethnic origin

Promise Someone
a Special Gift. ..
Blood ... The
IGift of Life

Locatad on Novi Roed, North of 1-96
10:00 8,m.-8:00 p.m. Monday - Saturday, Sunday Noon-5:00 p.m.
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HE WAS YOUR FIRST CHOICE.

MAKE USYOUR
SECOND.

Twelve Oaks Mall
Cordially invites you to
y A LOVE AFFAIR
A Bridal Fashion Preview
with a romantic sentiment
anda sense of forever
Friday, the seventh of
March 1980
at seven o’clock in the evening

THE LOOKS OF LOVE
a pictorial display of
trousseau party, honeymoon
and Bridal fashions,
creative tips on entertaining
and decorating
gift and honeymoon ideas
March Ist- 7th,
Center Court

Wedding experts are available
at Hudson’s, Sears, Penney’s
and Lord & Taylor
plus over 130'specialty
shops, services and restaurants

~80% off

Cortley’s entire line of
made-to-length draperies

Plus matching bedspreads, valances, tiebacks hnd uptofive
yards of cut-to-order fabrdc to use In imoginative room hecn-
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FORCUSTOMDRAPERY ELEGANCE.
USE THIS PLANNER

A.Cellingta floor: subroct 1”
trom this measuement for

floor clearance

8.Floor length: subtroct /2"

ments! A beautiful

hudsons

tobreathe new
into your home. Use this handy measure planner; and bring
your window measurements to your Hudson's branch store
(ol stores except Lansing), and make your selectionfroma
beautiful new colleciion of decorative fabrics. Special order
» inMade-to-Length Droperies: allow 6 to 8 weeks delivery.

{rom 1his measurement for
floot Clearance .

C. Apran lengih: being dropery
atleast 1"below apron

D. Sl lengih: crapery shoud
hang 1/2” cbove 3

Also meause witih of rod




